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APRIL
4 April Bonds and Share Certifi cates of the World Online Auction London 18016
4/5 April The Numismatic Collectors’ Series Sale Hong Kong CSS32
10 April World Banknotes Online Auction London 18014
11 April Shlomo Tepper Collection of Palestine London 18018
11/12 April World and British Banknotes London 18015
17/18 April The Numismatic Collectors’ Series Sale New York 340
18 April Handbags and Accessories Sale Hong Kong SHA01
18 April The Philatelic Collectors’ Series Sale London 18029
19 April Brunei, The Collection Formed by Bill Toye London 18030
19 April An Evening of Great Whiskies, Cognacs and Rums Hong Kong SFW27
23/24 April The Philatelic Collectors’ Series Sale New York 166
25/26 April Orders, Decorations and Medals London 18001
29 April Taisei x Spink – Tokyo International Numismatic Auction Tokyo TAISEI2

MAY 
9 May The Dr Paul Ramsay Collection of Hand Painted Envelopes, to London 18034 

be sold for the benefi t of The Royal Philatelic Society London 
12 May The Philatelic Collectors’ Series Sale Hong Kong CSS33
23 May The Chartwell Collection of Australian States and Commonwealth,    London 18047
 an unreserved auction for the benefi t of the Chartwell Philanthropic
 Educational Programme. 

JUNE 
21 June Bonds and Share Certifi cates of the World Online Auction London 18019
27/28 June The Numismatic Collectors’ Series Sale New York 341

JULY 
27 June-11 July World Banknotes Timed Auction London 18020
3 July The Williams Collection of Anglo-Saxon, Viking and Norman Coins - Part II London 18012
4/5 July Ancient, British and Foreign Coins and Commemorative Medals London 18005
10/11 July The Philatelic Collectors’ Series Sale London 18037
12 July An Evening of Great Whiskies, Cognacs and Rums Hong Kong SFW28
12 July British North America, The David Pitts Collection London 18010
12 July Autographs, Historical Documents, Ephemera and Postal History London 18038
17 July World Banknotes Online Auction London 18020
24/25 July Orders, Decorations and Medals London 18002

AUGUST 
8/9 August The Numismatic Collectors’ Series Sale Hong Kong CSS34

The above sale dates are subject to change.
____________________________

Spink offers the following services:
Valuation for insurance and probate for individual items or whole collections.
Sales on a commission basis either of individual pieces or whole collections.
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Dear Clients and Friends,
Welcome to Issue 30 of the Insider magazine! We started 
the magazine a decade ago when many auction houses 
were cutting costs and stopping their print publications. 
Now our magazine is keenly awaited by 30,000 or so 
readers three times a year. Sometimes it is good to be a 
350-year-old institution and still dream like a child who 
has not yet been told what “in theory” will not work!

You might remember that the Winter edition of 
your Insider had a slightly disruptive cover – ‘Purple 
is the new Black’ – with a different look and feel, 
and the hints at new ventures for Spink in the world 
of collectables. You might be intrigued by the cover 
of the Spring edition now in your hands. Since my 
return from sabbatical last year we have been working 
to open up new markets for our collectors, and are 
thrilled that we will be entering the world of more 
female-friendly collectables with our maiden handbag 
sale in Hong Kong on 18th April, a drive towards 
realising Spink’s aim to truly offer something for every 
discerning collector. After opening up the spirits market 
for our collectors a few years back, we are now firmly 
entrenched in a leading position and hold the world 
record for a cask of spirits. I hope we are bringing joy 
to many reunions between friends over a glass of fine 
whisky purchased at Spink. This time we move into 
another new area, the highly desirable world of pre-
owned collectable handbags. We are delighted now to 
be able to engage our long established male-dominated 
collector bases, with a new lifestyle-oriented type of 
collection. Not only can they secure their dream bag 
in a rare skin and colour, but enjoy the fun of bidding 
in our auction without having to fight to join a multi-
year waiting list.  We have teamed up with probably 
the best experts in the field, Brand Connection Paris, 
who started in 2006 before all other auction houses. 
Our maiden auction on 18th April in Hong Kong will 
offer 120 bags from US$1,000 to US$100,000, all 
in excellent condition and many extremely rare. It is 
actually technically not our first auction of handbags as 
we sold two amazing bags in our HK salesroom in 2015 
with Artcurial. Check out the evening mini Kelly bag 
in silver from Hermes, so rare that it has only appeared 
twice in auctions! You can have your dream bag with 

A WORD FROM  
OUR CHAIRMAN
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THIS QUARTER’S 
NUMBER

This is the price proposed to be 
paid per share by the Phoenix 
UK Fund to acquire 58% of 

the enlarged capital of Stanley 
Gibbons.  This compares to a 

high of 381 pence per share on 
3rd March 2014 at the closing. 
This is over a 99% decline in 
the share price, and let’s hope 
for our favourite hobby that 
SG will reflect its namesake 
new owners, and be reborn 

from its ashes. By the time you 
read this we shall know if the 

transaction was approved by the 
shareholders at their EGM on 

16th March 2018

Olivier D. Stocker
Chairman and CEO

chairmanoffice@spink.com 

2.5
pence

Spink right here, right now! With the same, serious, 
integrity and guarantees. This is another area which 
has many keen collectors and, trust me, the bidding 
can be even more spirited than in more traditional 
male-dominated collectables like coins or stamps! 
For more details about this very exciting new line of 
business, please look for the article in this magazine.

Elsewhere, it has been a very busy start to the 
year at Spink, with lots of exciting news – January 
saw Spink USA hold two very exciting auctions 
in conjunction with the New York International 
Numismatic Convention, the world’s premier 
numismatic event.  First off, on 12th January, was 
the sale of a superb collection of Central and South 
American Banknotes, the first of its kind solely 
dedicated to the paper currency of South America! 
The collection included some wonderful rarities 
from all over the continent, featuring more than a 
dozen plate notes from the Standard Catalogue of 
World Paper Money. 

This was followed by the Numismatic Collectors’ 
series on 14th-17th January 2018, Spink USA’s largest 
numismatic auction ever, with 2,108 lots spread 
over no less than four days, featuring outstanding 
offerings of Hapsburg / Austro-Hungarian, British 
and Papal coinage, significant arrays of other world 
coins, orders, decorations and paper money.  Please 
see Greg Cole’s article in New York News for further 
highlights from the sale.

We also had a lot of interest in our numismatic 
books at the Spink stand.  Tony Abramson’s second 
edition of his Sceatta List and Sylloge of Coins of the 
British Isles 69: The Abramson Collection, newly available 
from Spink Books, generated particular interest – both 
can be ordered via www.spinkbooks.com. 

Our Hong Kong office kicked off the New Year 
with five solid auctions, achieving a total of HK$65 
million (US$8 million) with in particular a stellar 
performance of a collection of Sinkiang postal 
history which brought over five times the estimates 
in a global battle witnessed by a standing room – for 
further details please see our Asia News pages.

As announced previously, we enjoyed the private 
view of our inaugural British Museum exhibition on 
21st March, which saw the opening of Money and 
Medals: mapping the UK’s numismatic collections in 
Room 69a.  Many Museum staff were in attendance 
for this amazing evening at the British Museum – our 
very own ‘Night at the Museum’ – along with Spink 
staff and clients, who enjoyed a glass or two while 
looking at the fascinating range of exhibits.  Our 

thanks again to the British Museum for allowing us to 
host this event when the museum is without visitors.

The next few months are busy as ever for all Spink 
offices; in April we welcome CCG’s new London 
office to our London premises, where they will take 
up residence on the third floor.  This marriage of the 
old (raw coins and banknotes in their stylish cabinets) 
and the new (grading) is what Spink is all about, and 
a natural step towards a thriving future. 

There is much else to look forward to, featured 
throughout this edition of our magazine: we mark 
the RAF’s centenary in April with a fascinating 
public exhibition of original artefacts, ephemera and 
of course Medals; and the same month sees our first 
online only banknotes sale, alongside our traditional 
World Banknotes Auction, as always with exceptional 
material, plus the amazing Shlomo Tepper Collection 
of Palestine.  In May we are extremely proud to be 
offering the Chartwell Collection of Australian 
States and Commonwealth in a totally unreserved 
auction, and delighted that our efforts and all the 
proceeds will benefit the Chartwell Philanthropic 
Educational Programme to rebuild the library of 
Magdalene College in Cambridge and help with the 
preservation of important archives. Spink, inspired by 
the generosity of the Chartwell foundation, will also 
donate part of its proceeds to the Himal Foundation 
to hire medical staff for a newly built health post in 
Nepal. Also in May we are honoured to offer for sale 
the exquisite Dr Paul Ramsay Collection of Hand 
Painted Envelopes, to be sold for the benefit of the 
Royal Philatelic Society London, generously donated 
by Dr Ramsay for the specific purpose of raising 
funds for the Tomorrow’s Royal appeal. So as you 
can see this quarter again, charity auctions are very 
prominent at Spink.

Last but not least, we have the privilege of offering 
for sale Part II of the Williams Collection of Anglo-
Saxon, Viking and Norman Coins at the beginning 
of July – it will truly be a great start to the British 
summer, when I hope I will have more exciting things 
to share with you! 
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THE POSTAL 
HISTORY OF 
SINKIANG 
Hong Kong, 21st January 2018

The postal history of Sinkiang is a wide and 
diverse subject. The importance and popularity 
of covers carried on the experimental airmail 
service has been well documented and these 
covers are keenly sought by many collectors. 
However, only a few envelopes are offered for 
sale which relate to other aspects of this remote 
area. The ‘Manhattan’ collection was, without 
doubt, the most comprehensive ever formed 
and we were naturally excited to prepare this 
magnificent collection for sale by auction.

A great deal of work and study was required 
to produce a catalogue with sufficient detailed 
information to do justice to this outstanding 
collection. Our efforts were well rewarded on 
the auction day when the many bidders in the 
room, on the telephone and using SpinkLive 
competed against each other to try and acquire 
those lots that they wanted. Competition was 
fierce for nearly every lot on offer and, despite 
the auctioneers trying to keep as brisk a pace 
as possible, it took nearly nine hours to sell less 
than 500 lots. The final result was comfortably 
over three times the high presale estimate.

With such a strong level of interest there were 
remarkable results throughout the whole auction. 
The first section was devoted to the Russian post 
offices where 49 lots were offered. In recent 
years we have seen a lot of new collectors keen 
to collect covers from the Russian post offices 
based in the remote areas of China. This very 
important offering set the pace for the rest of 
the sale. Items of postal stationery have appeal 
to a wider audience and one of the best lots 
here was the earliest recorded item of mail from 
Chuguchak, a Russian 4k postcard sent by a 

ASIA NEWS 
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Neill Granger

member of a German expedition in Sinkiang. We 
thought the estimate of HK$60,000 to 80,000 
was reasonable but the bidding continued until 
HK$250,000 was reached. The star item, the 
unique cover from Urumuchi (est HK$400,000 
– 500,000) was sold for HK$550,000.

Any cover from the period of the opening of 
the Chinese post office in Sinkiang is extremely 
rare, this collection having most of them. 
The delightful double registered cover from 
Kuchentze (est HK$150,000 – 180,000) was 
finally knocked down for HK$320,000; all the 
other covers from this opening period achieving 
similarly spectacular results.

The local currency in Sinkiang fluctuated 
significantly against the national currency and 
when it plummeted to only a third, the postage 
stamps were overprinted with the characters, 
“restricted for use in Sinkiang”. This was to 
prevent stamps being sent to other parts of 
China and sold at a profit. These overprinted 
stamps were employed for 30 years and such 
covers are not considered to be scarce. However, 
collectors found that many of the covers in this 
section held particular appeal and nearly all were 
selling well over their estimated value, several 
achieving over ten times the anticipated figure.

Sinkiang provided one of the main postal 
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routes to Europe. This became more important 
with the advent of air mail. The ever-popular 
covers carried on the experimental flights 
exceeded all expectations, the estimates were 
based on recent sale results. Sinkiang produced 
its own airmail stamps, some of the ordinary 
stamps overprinted with the two characters 
for airmail. Covers bearing these stamps are in 
demand, this being reflected with some very high 
sale results. There were two slightly different 
types of this red overprint, one produced at the 
capital, Tihwa and the other at the next stop, 
Hami. Although there are only tiny differences 
between the two different overprints, the Hami 
one is much scarcer. Lot 2366, a registered cover 
to China bearing several examples of the Hami 
air stamps; there are only two covers known 
bearing these stamps and this cover, estimated 
at HK$120,000 – 150,000 attracted some 
collectors who were both keen and determined 
to acquire this example. Bidding continued 
until one telephone bidder was finally successful 
at HK$1.8m.

The western boundary of Sinkiang saw 
much unrest between the different ethnic 
groups living there. One rebellion in the 1930s 
saw the establishment of the Khotan Emirate. 
This fledgling government produced its own 
banknotes and postal service (which was 
surprisingly efficient). Only one cover is known 
from the Islamic Post Office (est HK$120,000 
– 150,000) and this found a new home, but the 
buyer needed to bid HK$600,000.

When the communists “liberated” Sinkiang 

in 1949 they overprinted the then current 
postage stamps with the characters “People’s 
Post”. Not all stamps could be overprinted and 
any of these old stamps which were used were 
additionally cancelled by a large red handstamp 
reading “Sinkiang Provisional People’s Post, 
Tihwa”. Only one complete cover is recorded 
bearing this large postmark (est HK$60,000 
– 80,000) and this was finally sold to a room 
bidder for HK$240,000.

Needless to say, there were many more 
exceptional and record results throughout 
the auction. The catalogue has proved to be a 
valuable reference and has itself already become 
a collector’s item.
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THE 4TH HONG KONG 
COIN SHOW (HKCS) 
Hong Kong, 6th–8th April 2018 

The 4th Hong Kong Coin Show (HKCS), jointly organised 
by Stack’s Bowers, Spink, Coin In Coin and Shouxi.com, will 
be held from 6th to 8th of April this year at The Mira Hong 
Kong, welcoming over 100 international companies and deal-
ers. Since the first show in 2016, HKCS has received support 
from exhibitors all around the world. This year, with a view to 
promoting numismatics to a wider audience, it will introduce 
both an educational seminar and exhibition to the general 
public for the first time.

The seminar will be held on Saturday 7th April, with 7 
speakers sharing their experience and insights in numismatics. 
Spink Chairman and CEO Olivier Stocker will kickstart the 
seminar sharing ‘A Consignor’s Guide - Everything You’ve 
Always Wanted to Know About Auctions But Never Dared 
Ask’, followed by a talk by Zhou Shouyuan on ‘Appreciation 
and Collection of Chinese Milled Coinage’. Dr Osmund 
Chan, a sophisticated collector from Hong Kong, will be 
sharing over 30 years of experience in ‘The Challenge of 
Collecting Mint State Hong Kong Coins’. In the afternoon 
session, four companies including Malca Amid, Fabrizio, 
PMG and PCGS will also host individual sessions covering 
counterfeit and grading in coins and banknotes.

An exhibition will coincide with the seminar showcasing 
valuable collections from generous collectors in Hong Kong. 
Highlights include the display of a denominational set of 
Hong Kong coins of Victoria, kindly shared by Dr Osmund 
Chan. Not to be missed in the set will be the 1867 One 
Dollar (PCGS MS66+), for which the estimated value is over 
USD130,000.

For more information and updates regarding HKCS, 
please visit the event website at www.hongkongcoinshow.
com, or the event Facebook page at https://www.facebook.
com/hongkongcoinshow/. Please email any enquiries to 
info@hongkongcoinshow.com.

ASIA NEWS 
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THE WAIT IS OVER! 
INAUGURAL 
AUCTION OF LUXURY 
HANDBAGS AND 
ACCESSORIES
Hong Kong, 18th April 2018 

For HIM
Don’t be surprised if this season you receive a 
pocket-sized catalogue exclusively addressed to 
the women in the household. No offence gen-
tlemen, but it was about time (over 350 years!) 
that we embraced the ladies and gave them the 
opportunity to have as much fun as you collect-
ing rarities. There will be no more excuses to 
come back empty handed after spending a day 
at Spink and we do sincerely apologise for that, 
but now we can say that you have been warned. 

For HER and HIM
Now, here is the exciting news for all of you; 
Spink has decided to venture into your glam-
orous world by offering direct access to a wide 
range of luxury handbags and accessories that 
have been carefully selected by our specialists:

 ‘We will look at the skin cut, the shine and 
even into each scale of an exotic crocodile 
skin for example, in order to see if the 
bag is genuine or not. The large variety 
of leathers, colour tones, sizes and models 
make it an ever-discovering work and an 
ever-learning trail” 

says Baptiste Ballet, an expert with more than 12 
years of experience in the field. 

The high-end handbags such as the Kelly 
bag featured in the auction in various forms and 
colours have their interesting stories too. They 
go way back to iconic women such as Grace 
Kelly, Princess of Monaco, who at the time used 
an Hermès Bag to hide her baby bump from the 
press, hence the name of the bag. 

Hermès, Kelly 15cm, a possibly unique 
special order made entirely from sterling 
silver with chain d’ancre strap. This is 
considered a masterpiece and is for many 
one of the top five handbags in the world. 
A great opportunity for those who are 
looking to buy as an investment. 

Hermès, the So Black collection, released 
in 2010, is an extraordinary collection of 
bags in black and only black materials. 
These pieces are known for achieving 
world records at auction for a non-exotic 
leather handbag. They were selectively 
distributed to top VIP clients of Hermès 
and the collection has become more and 
more coveted, as perfect condition pieces 
are nearly impossible to find today.  As it 
is now discontinued, the value of each of 
these pieces is incredible and will continue 
to increase over time.

Hermès, Blue Brighton 
Crocodile Birkin 25cm, 
a vibrant piece which 
every collector or  Hermès 
fan would want in their 
wardrobe. Extremely 
desirable, very elegant, this 
lightly discoloured pastel 
blue will enchant any owner. 
The technique used to create 
this colour is similar to the 
Himalayan colour reach 
techniques.

Hermès, A Beton Alligator Matt Birkin 
30 cm with palladium hardware. A 
beautiful piece from a rare collection due 
to the laborious process of decolouring the 
skin – the same process used for the famous 
Himalayan line. 

Hermès, a vibrant rose Scheherazade shiny 
niloticus crocodile Birkin 30cm. This piece 
stands out for its vibrant beautiful colour 
- the most popular and desired colour 
worldwide. 

ASIA NEWS 
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Rita Ariete

However, handbags are not only a rare and 
desirable item in today’s collectables world but 
for over a decade they have been recognised as 
investment pieces. It is for these various reasons 
that Spink are proud to embark on this new 
project and together with Brand Connection, 
one of the most renowned experts in French 
labels (with a particular focus on Hermès), will 
launch their inaugural auction on 18th April. 

Comprised of over 120 exclusive handbags, 
the auction will offer something for everyone; 
from a classic everyday handbag to more exotic 
collectable pieces. The selection features the 
rarest items, limited editions, collector pieces 
and discounted items from iconic brands such as 
Hermès, Chanel and Louis Vuitton, some for as 
little as HK$5,000 or as much as HK$500,000, 
in pristine condition and of course, with no 
waiting list required. 

The evening reception preview will be held 
on the day before the auction at Spink Hong 
Kong galleries in the trendy Sheung Wan 
neighborhood. However, for those who are based 
on the other side of the world, condition reports, 
telephone bidding and online bidding can be 
offered by contacting Rita Ariete and Newton 
Tsang at Spink China. For further details please 
see below:

Rita Ariete 
Email: rariete@spink.com
Phone number: +852 3952 3000
Whatsapp: +44 7872153788

Newton Tsang 
Email: ntsang@spink.com
Phone number: +852 3952 3038
Whatsapp: +852 97031799

Hermès, rare tricolour etoupe, ficelle and 
etrusque shiny alligator 32 cm Kelly with 
gold hardware. A vintage piece in very good 
condition which is extremely difficult to find 
in this size. A great opportunity for a devoted 
collector as it will be offered at an extremely 
competitive starting price, around 3 times less 
than what we have seen at auction in the last 
few years. 

Hermès, a Blue Zanzibar chevre Chandra, 
mini Kelly sellier 2 with gold hardware, 
very new to the market as it was only 
released by Hermès last year.

Hermès, a rare special edition 
H alligator Mat, Togo and 
Box material Birkin 30 cm 
with palladium hardware. 
Very special for the three 
different types of leather used 
and a limited edition that 
has not been seen at auction 
very frequently.  
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A TOUCH OF 
GLAMOUR
Handbags have been part of a woman’s attire 
for over a century now, and continue to be 
so. Women have had a need to carry money 
or personal items since ancient times, often 
worn at the waist in simple leather pouches; 
in the 16th century chatelaines crafted in 
precious metals and often jewels reflecting 
the wealth and status of their owners, much 
as modern high end bags do to this day. 
Until the 19th century women’s clothing 
often had hidden pouches beneath skirts 
in which they could carry their valuables or 
everyday items, but as industrialisation and 
different techniques of production evolved 
then carrying cases for both men and 
women developed. From this, combined 
with many women joining the workforce 
and needing to carry more on their person 
after World War One, a range of what 
we would recognise as handbags were 
introduced; from clutch bags to shoulder 
bags. This was made more important as 
pockets largely disappeared from women’s 
fashions.

The roaring twenties saw all sorts of 
handbags being introduced, and through 
the next seventy years, by fashion design 
houses; Hermès, Louis Vuitton, Gucci, 
Prada, Chanel, Dior, Yves Saint Laurent, 
Versace, Donna Karen and Dolce & 
Gabbana. Now the handbag was a fashion 
accessory changing with each season.

Vintage high end bags have seen 
impressive growth in prices achieved at 
auction over the last few years with annual 
increases of 8% on average, and some 
classics achieving 200%+ according to 
the Just Collecting Rare Handbag Index. 
Stars tend to be from a small handful of 
top designers, so look for these in good 
condition. It is all about brand, rarity and 
exotic skins.

“Handbags hold a rare attraction for 
investors” screamed a recent headline in the 
Financial Times.

Hermès, Epsom Kelly 35cm, Bicolour Special Order, glossy and tea pink, is a great 
combination of the most desirable colours for this spring.

Hermès, the Kelly Cavalcadour, is a 2017-released Limited Edition equestrian 
canvas Kelly only made in the 32cm size, which showcases the beautiful artwork 
of   Hermès  artisans. It is fresh from the store and already sold out, so offers a 
chance to add a fresh touch to any great collection. This is an original bag without 
precedent, representing all the house tradition.

Hermès, The Kelly Millenium Moonlight, is a truly extraordinary find and has 
never been seen in top auction houses in this condition as it was released in very 
limited quantities. It is characterised by an all-black body and hardware a little 
similar to the So Black collection but distinguished from it by its 2000 labelled 
black push lock. This piece will be offered at a very competitive starting price, 
50% less than So Black.
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FANTASTIC RESULTS 
FOR SPINK USA 
AT NEW YORK 
INTERNATIONAL 
NUMISMATIC 
CONVENTION 
New York, 14th–17th January 2018

With some 2,108 lots crossing the block over the 
course of four days, the 14th-17th January 2018 
Numismatic Collector’s Sale was Spink USA’s 
largest auction to date. Held in conjunction with 
the New York International Numismatic Con-
vention (NYINC), one of the world’s most pres-
tigious shows, the Sale enjoyed an exhilarating 
bustle and dulcet success.

The auction highlight proved to be a very rare 
and impressive British Proof 1826 Five Pounds 
of George IV (lot 169), graded PR 63 DCAM, 
which hammered for $190,000 – $40,000 above 
the high estimate. This was followed closely 
by other large gold compatriots. Lot 141, a 
remarkably detailed James II 1688 Five Guineas, 
Quarto, graded MS 63+, brought $160,000, 
double the high estimate, while a superb 1748 
Five Guineas of George II (lot 163) realized 
$140,000, nearly triple its low estimate.

Day one of the sale took place at NYINC 
right next to the bourse. Sunday morning saw 
the Grand Hyatt’s Empire State Ballroom fill 
up with collectors, dealers and agents from 
around the world, drawn by several important 
collections. 

The Hapsburg / Austro-Hungary section 
was made up of two venerable collections with 
some coins having been off the market for 
nearly a century. An extremely rare Gold Medal 
of Archduke Leopold Wilhelm, ca. 1647-1650 
(lot 35) brought $23,000, well over four times 

NEW YORK NEWS 

Lot 169

Lot 141

Lot 163

Lot 35

Lot 43
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its estimate, while a 1690 Gold Medal of 9 ¾ 
Ducat weight on the Augsburg Coronation of 
Joseph (lot 41) realized $21,000, more than 
five times its estimate. Other gold highlights 
include a Gold Medal of 24 Ducat weight by 
Becker on the 1711 Frankfurt Coronation of 
Charles VI (lot 43), hammering at $28,500, and 
an important Gold Medal of 12 Ducat weight 
also by Becker on the Birth of Archduke Joseph, 
1741 (lot 44). Depicting a baby bust of the 
Archduke on the obverse, and Joseph cast as the 
infant Hercules fending off two serpents, this 
delightful piece went for $24,000. 

Hapsburg silver was no slouch either with an 
array of exceptional Double and Triple Talers 
seeing strong prices. When the dust cleared, for 
example, on a 1624 Bohemian Double Taler in 
Extremely Fine (lot 87), estimated at $1,800-
2,300, the winning bid was $16,000. 

Highlighting the Republic period, was a 
classic modern Austrian rarity, lot 75, a 1938 
Madonna of Mariazell 100 Schilling in Brilliant 
Uncirculated condition which hammered at 
$45,000. The star of the Hungarian offering was 
an 1896 Goldgulden for the Millenium of the 
Kingdom (lot 207) selling for $11,000, nearly 
three times its estimate.

Starting with the Austrian lots, the buzz in 
the room was palpable. Fierce bidding wars 
continued to erupt throughout the morning 
between buyers from Germany, Austria, the 
U.S., Great Britain and Japan. 

The large British section did quite well with 
quality still driving prices. In addition to the 
auction’s British large gold highlights (which 
included four Five Guineas), lot 176, a Proof 
1834 Crown of William IV, graded PR 64 CAM, 
brought $60,000. Also grading PR 64 DCAM, a 
lovely 1847 Gothic Crown (lot 187) commanded 
over three times its estimate, hammering for 
$19,000. Other stars of day one included a 
1694 Papal Quadrupla of Innocenzo XII (lot 
270) – part of an extensive offering of Papal 
and Vatican gold -- graded MS 62, portraying 
Rome’s Fontana di Santa Maria, which sold for 
$21,000; and a Chinese Year 8 (1919) Ten Yuan 
(lot 330) in MS 62 that brought $12,500.

Strong interest carried on in an even keel 

Greg Cole

Lot 44

Lot 87

Lot 75

Lot 176

Lot 270
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for day two to four of the Collector’s Series sale 
held in Spink’s New York offices overlooking 
Central Park. The acme of the US numismatic 
offering was lot 976, a 1907 High-Relief, Roman 
Numerals, Wire Rim Twenty Dollars St Gaudens, 
graded MS 64, selling for $23,000. The World 
Orders & Decorations section, meanwhile, 
numbering some 138 lots, was well met, as were 
British campaign medals. 

A handsome Russian Order of the White 
Eagle Sash Badge by Keibel (lot 1127) went for 
$18,000, and a sumptuous Most Eminent Order 
of the Indian Empire Badge (lot 1093) in gold 
and enamels realized $3,750. In the subcontinent 
vein also, an apparently unpublished Indian 
Princely State Breast Star (lot 1100) with a 
hand-painted miniature portrait of a dapper, 
turbaned ruler framed by sang lances, bhujs and 
katars, hammered for $4,750, nearly six times 
its estimate. And continuing the sale’s Austrian 
surge, lot 1050, an Order of Leopold First Class 
Breast Badge by Rozet and Fischmeister of 
Vienna in gold and enamels, estimated at $600-
700, sold for a tidy $4,250. 

Riding on the heels of Spink’s Andean 
Collection of Latin American Banknotes, 
which was sold at NYINC a few days prior, 
the Collector’s Series World paper money 
section was vibrant. The winning bid on a rare 
Shanghai branch of the Chinese-American Bank 
of Commerce $10, 1920 (lot 1443), graded net 
VF, was $18,500. Lot 1416, a choice example 
of the elusive Canadian P-48, 1935 $25, graded 
64 Choice Unc EPQ, brought $11,000; and 
an intriguing 1856 $50 Military Script of the 
Republic of Nicaragua signed by the colorful 
adventurer William Walker as President (lot 
1584) achieved $7,500.

The sale concluded with a selection of 
historical documents, bonds and antiquarian 
books, highlighted by a Ward, Lock and Co 
1891 first edition of Oscar Wilde’s The Picture 
of Dorian Gray (lot 2089) which saw meteoric 
bidding, finishing at $12,500. Huzzah.

NEW YORK NEWS 
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Lot 1416

Lot 1443
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LONDON NEWS 

ANNOUNCING THE 
BRITISH MUSEUM 
SPONSORSHIP 
PROGRAMME 
London, 21st March 2018

Spink is proud to announce the sponsorship of 
its first exhibition in Room 69a at the British 
Museum.  I spoke with Henry Flynn, the Cura-
tor of the exhibition entitled Money and Medals: 
mapping the UK’s numismatic collections, to gain 
more of an insight into the background and the 
content of this exciting exhibition.

Henry has been Project Curator of the Money 
and Medals Network (over 150 participating 
institutions) for five years and his background 
is in collections management and the display 
of coins, banknotes and medals, which he has 
applied sharing his knowledge with museums, 
libraries, universities and country houses 
around the UK.  The Money and Medals 
Network, of which he is a driving force, exists 
to foster knowledge and expertise around the 
UK’s numismatic collections. Many museums 
and other public institutions do not make the 
most of the potential of their often forgotten 
numismatic collections; in some cases they also 
think mistakenly that displaying “old” coins is 
difficult as they are small, difficult to light and 
can look boring to the visitor.  The task of the 
MMN is to share knowledge, encourage and 
collaborate to make these hidden wonders more 
open and accessible to the general public in an 
interesting way.  Each participating institution 
is given a page on the MMN website which 
enables members of the public to easily see what 
is available in their area. For more information 
please visit www.moneyandmedals.org.uk. 

Admission ticket for Highgate Cemetery, issued by London Cemetery Company. © the Trustees of the British Museum

Obverse: Bronze medal depicting portrait bust of Archbishop Richard Robinson by John Kirk 
(1724–1776) after Isaac Gosset (1713–1799). © The Trustees of the British Museum.
Reverse: Bronze medal depicting façade of Armagh Library by John Kirk (1724–1776) after 
Isaac Gosset (1713–1799). © The Trustees of the British Museum

Coin cabinet containing silver 
shillings of Henry VIII © the 
Trustees of the British Museum

Britannia seated with shield at centre. Geometrical patterns. Design printed in green and brown. 1960-1977 
© the Trustees of the British Museum

Cowrie Shell, 1st millennium 
BCE © the Trustees of the 
British Museum

16 SPRING 2018 



Rita Ariete

‘Participating in MMN provided a means of 
publicising our numismatic collection, which 
confirmed that it was of some interest and gave 
us the impetus to exhibit the collection in future 
displays,’ says David Weir, Museum Outreach 
Assistant at Craigavon Museum Services in 
Northern Ireland.

Very often, Henry finds, institutions he 
visits in his advisory capacity simply need 
encouragement with their displays; fewer objects, 
brighter backgrounds, tying the objects to local 
history or bringing them alive from being seen 
as pieces of metal to living representations of 
our rich heritage.  He also favours what is called 
paranumismatica, which is the term given to the 
more unusual objects that are associated with 
numismatics, including objects that are and 
have been used in the broad field of exchange, 
the storage of money, passes etc, from money 
boxes to plastic cards to tokens used in mines 
left when lamps were taken (enabling the mine 
to know how many were underground).  This 
brings collections to life in a 
more contemporary way.

So I asked him, why the 
exhibition? 

‘The Money and Medals 
Network has been actively 
helping museums with 
numismatic collections 
since its creation in 2008.  
Activity has spread from 
England to Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland so 
it is now a truly national 
network. This exhibition 
celebrates this work as well 
as championing the subject 
of numismatics through the display of loan 
objects from six fantastically diverse collections. 
Numismatic objects may be small, but they can 
be used to tell big stories which is something this 
exhibition aims to demonstrate.’The exhibition 
highlights collections from six lenders; two from 
London, one from the North of England, one 
from Scotland, one from Wales and one from 
Northern Ireland.  Many items have not been 
loaned to another museum before. 

‘The British Museum is delighted to be 
hosting this display, marking the beginning of 
a partnership with Spink. It is thanks to their 
generosity that we are able to bring this display 
to life,’ said Hartwig Fischer, Director of the 
British Museum.

From a collection of Roman coins discovered 
at Knowsley Hall in 2013, to items belonging 
to Henry Hook VC of Rorke’s Drift fame 
(representing the MMN’s military museum 
members) loaned by the Regimental Museum 
of the Royal Welsh, to a Magic Circle Museum 
Magic Money Machine, which seemingly 
transforms a roll of blank paper into banknotes, 
the exhibition is full of numismatic curiosities. 
Amongst Henry’s favourites is a group of coins 
and medals from the Armagh Robinson Library, 
an institution founded by Archbishop Richard 
Robinson in 1771. 

Spink are delighted to be the sponsor of this 
exhibition and in so doing making the work of 
the MMN more widely known and understood 

– we would encourage all our 
collectors and clients to visit 
the website and increase their 
knowledge of collections 
available to see across the UK.

Olivier Stocker, Chairman 
and CEO of Spink, said: 
‘After celebrating our 350th 
year of continuous business 
in London, we wanted to lay 
the foundations for our next 
century in Numismatics, a 
cornerstone of our operations 
globally, and this partnership 
with the British Museum is a 
natural fit towards that future.  

The first two exhibitions are fascinating and we 
cannot wait to welcome our friends and clients 
to the British Museum for some inspiration with 
the guidance of the curators from our august 
neighbour.  It is an honour and privilege to be 
associated with the best museum in the world.
Money and Medals: mapping the UK’s numismatic 
collections is on view in Room 69a from Thursday 
22nd March to Sunday 30th September 2018.  
Admission free.

Owen Supreme Magic 
Money Machine, a 
conjuring prop that 
seemingly transforms a 
blank roll of paper into 
banknotes. On loan 
from the Magic Circle 
Museum © the Magic 
Circle

An admission pass to Highgate Cemetery 
inscribed PURCHASERS TICKET 
OF ADMISSION SUBJECT TO 
THE REGULATIONS OF THE 
DIRECTORS NB NO ADMISSION 
ON SUNDAYS BEFORE TWO 
O’CLOCK.

Tim Robson
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BONDS AND SHARE 
CERTIFICATES OF 
THE WORLD
London, 4th April 2018

The Bonds and Shares Department is undergo-
ing an exciting change in 2018: we will be having 
at least four sales this year, all ONLINE ONLY, 
rather than the usual two. We have noticed that 
most of the buying in the market is done on-
line – Bonds and Shares are so well suited to this 
medium – so have decided to embrace the trend 
and no longer produce printed catalogues. Sales 
will be held entirely online, going live two to 
three weeks before the sale date. This will allow 
us to go to the market more frequently, which 
is a big plus as six months between sales can be 
too long. Please see our website for details and 
instructions.

The first sale on 4th April has 400 lots and 
includes material from all around the world. 
There is the usual large section of Chinese 
material, much from a private collection 
formed in the 1980s, which includes several 
very rare pieces. Estimated at £2,500-3,000, we 
anticipate that an extremely rare £1,000 bond 
of the 1913 Arnhold Karberg Loan will attract 
lots of interest.

Also included is a Suez Canal share of 1924, 
offered by Spink for the first time, which is a 
specimen printing from the Paris printing 
company, plus the usual sections of European, 
British and American material.

Consignments for future sales are very 
welcome and we feel sure that our new schedule 
of sales will be most welcome in the marketplace.

For further enquiries please contact Mike 
Veissid, mveissid@spink.com.

LONDON NEWS 
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NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
AT 69 SR: CCG TO 
OPEN LONDON 
OFFICE IN SPINK’S 
LONDON PREMISES
London, April 2018

Spink and The Certified Collectibles Group 
(CCG) recently announced that PMG, NGC 
AND CCS grading services will be available at 
69 Southampton Row from April 2018. The 
new location will accept submissions to the in-
dependent members of CCG, which include 
Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC), 
Numismatic Conservation Services (NCS), Pa-
per Money Guaranty (PMG), Certified Guaran-
ty Company (CGC) and Classic Collectible Ser-
vices (CCS).  CCG’s London office will occupy 
the third floor of Spink’s headquarters, but the 
spaces will be completely independent. 

NGC, PMG and CGC are the world’s largest 
third-party coin, banknote and comic book 
certification services, respectively.  Each company 
employs a team of specialists who authenticate 
collectables, assign a grade on an internationally 
recognised scale and then encapsulate the 
collectables in secure holders designed for 
long-term preservation. Collectables certified 
by NGC, PMG and CGC are backed by the 
respective company’s guarantee. 

Spink staff will of course be on hand at 69 SR 
and at the many overseas and UK shows that we 
attend to offer advice on the benefits of grading 
(‘slabbing’) in an auction or retail context; 
security; what is and isn’t worth grading; and to 
take in items for grading. 

The presence of CGC comic book grading 

services has rekindled an old flame in Spink: the 
successful comic auctions held in Hong Kong in 
2015 and 2016 with Artcurial.  

In 2015, at the first ever auction of comics 
in Asia, Lot number 1 (The Blue Lotus), the 
stunning illustration from Hergé, realised 
HK$ 9,625,000, (1.1 million euros / US$ 1.25 
million).  For the only original drawing left 
from this mythical album left in private hands, 
this was a stunning result.   We are therefore 
delighted to be adding comics to the range of 
our collectables categories in 2018. 

“Third-party certification from services 
such as NGC and PMG has helped to expand 
the coin and paper money markets around the 
world, and I experience it first-hand every day 
in Hong Kong at Spink China,” said Olivier D. 
Stocker, Chairman and CEO of Spink. “Our 
UK and European clients increasingly demand 
NGC-certified coins and PMG-certified notes, 
and we are fortunate to offer them these services 
within our flagship building. Together with 
PMG and NGC, Spink is thrilled to offer a new 
leading ‘one-stop shop’ service to collectors and 
dealers in London.” 
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MONEY AND MEDALS: 
MAPPING THE 
UK’S NUMISMATIC 
COLLECTIONS 
London, 21st March 2018

Spink celebrated the arrival of spring with a 
private view of its first sponsored exhibition in 
Gallery 69a of the British Museum.  Money and 
Medals: mapping the UK’s numismatic collections 
celebrates the achievements of the Money and 
Medals Network, one of many subject specialist 
networks that provide help and advice to UK 
museums.  

Spink clients and staff mingled with Museum 
staff, exhibition curator Henry Flynn, and 
representatives from the six participating 
institutions – the Science Museum, the Magic 
Circle Museum, the Regimental Museum of 
the Royal Welsh, Armagh Robinson Library, 
Inverness Museum and Art Gallery, and 
Knowsley Hall – to admire the fascinating 
selection of objects on display, while enjoying a 
glass of Vintage sparkling wine from Kent North 
Downs Estate Squerryes. 

A thoroughly enjoyable evening was had by 
all at our very own Night at the Museum!  The 
exhibition runs from Thursday 22nd March 
to Sunday 30th September 2018 and is open 
Saturday – Thursday 10.00–17.30, and Friday 
10.00–20.30.  Admission is free.

EVENTS ROUNDUP 

STEEP ROLL OF 
HONOUR 1914–1918
Petersfield, 22nd March 2018

On 22nd March 2018, Petersfield Museum hosted 
a book launch for Steep Roll of Honour 1914-
1918. Nigel Atkinson, HM Lord-Lieutenant of 
Hampshire, was in attendance. The book was 
compiled by David Erskine-Hill, Head of our 
Medal Department, who will be well-known 
to many of you, with proceeds raised from the 
book’s sale, priced at £10, to be equally divided 
between the Royal British Legion, ‘Help for 
Heroes’ and Friends of Steep Church (FOSC); 
five of Steep’s fallen are buried at Steep (All 
Saints).

The Roll of Honour constitutes the moving 
story of 54 men from the village of Steep, near 
Petersfield in Hampshire, who made the ultimate 
sacrifice in the Great War, including six pairs of 
brothers. Up to 23 of them attended the village 
school; seven attended nearby Bedales and two 
young men worked there as domestic servants. 

The youngest victim was a 17-year-old naval 
rating; the oldest a 52-year-old Major-General 
who fell to a sniper’s bullet. One of them was a 
famous poet – Edward Thomas – another played 
the mandolin. Five of them were decorated 
for gallantry; one of them took ‘Gold’ in the 
London Olympic Games in 1908. Two died of 
gas poisoning; two as prisoners of war. One of 
them served in the Australian Imperial Force; 
two of them served in the Canadian Overseas 
Expeditionary Force. One sailor died ashore, 
in the Royal Naval Division at Gallipoli; one 
soldier died at sea, his ship being torpedoed and 
sunk en route to the same theatre of war. Three 
served as pilots or observers in the RFC and 
RAF; one of them – a fighter ace – had earlier 
been wounded on three separate occasions as 
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a subaltern in the trenches. One of them 
appeared as an apparition at the exact time 
of his death: an investigation carried out by 
The Society for Psychic Research concluded 
the ‘sighting’ was quite genuine.

Here are just some of the shocking – and 
fascinating – statistics that emerge from 
David’s in-depth research, a protracted 
journey much assisted by local historians. 
The result is a profusely illustrated 120 
page publication, supported by professional 
research and an extensive bibliography.

As Nigel Atkinson, HM Lord-Lieutenant 
of Hampshire states in his foreword to the 
book, ‘It is a roll reflecting the losses of just 
one village in Hampshire but the story that 
emerges contributes to our understanding 
of a wider picture, for it is a story that 
repeated itself across the land.’

Another statistic that emerges from the 
pages of the roll is a strong sense of Steep’s 
men having fought alongside each other – 
in the British Expeditionary Force in 1914, 
at Gallipoli in 1915 and on the Somme in 
1916. A sizeable number of them joined the 
Hampshire Regiment and several of these 
the 14th Battalion: three of the latter were 
killed in action – and another seriously 
wounded – in a costly attack launched 
on the Hamel sector of the Somme on 3 
September 1916.

If you would like to obtain a copy of the 
book, please contact the compiler, David 
Erskine-Hill: davidjehill@gmail.com, or 
pop in to buy a copy from our showroom 
at 69 SR (cash only please).
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THE STORY BEHIND THE STAMP
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George James

The 7th March Lionheart auction saw 
the sale of a particularly interesting lot, 
number 1584 on the day, with an esti-

mate of £12,000-£15,000. 
The stamp underlying stamp, 3c Brown 

Caribou, is virtually worthless; it is the overprint, 
and more importantly the story behind it that 
gives the stamp its value. 

In 1913 the Daily Mail offered a prize of 
£10,000, an enormous amount of money at the 
time, to the first aviator to complete a trans-
Atlantic flight in under 72 continuous hours. 
The outbreak of the First World War put a 
stop to early efforts and the competition was 
reopened after Armistice Day in 1918.

Lt Harry George Hawker, formerly Sopwith’s 
chief test pilot, and his navigator Lt Cmdr 
Kenneth McKenzie Grieve were the first to 
attempt to win the prize. The local postmaster 
prepared a sheet of 200 overprinted stamps to 
commemorate the flight, and signed his initials 
on the reverse of each example. Of these 200, 
18 were damaged or destroyed, 95 were used 
as flight cover frankings, 11 were given away 
as presentation examples and the remaining 
76 sold for the benefit of the Marine Disasters 
Fund, meaning that only 87 mint examples are 
possible, with the surviving figure believed to be 
much less. 

The flight itself was eventful; setting off 
from Newfoundland in their specially designed 
Sopwith Atlantic, the pair encountered 
difficulties during the first night, when the 
engine overheated, possibly because of a blocked 
cooling filter. After making several attempts 
to clear the blockage by diving the aircraft 

and stopping and restarting the engine, the 
problem persisted, and after spotting inclement 
weather ahead, they turned south to seek out 
the shipping lanes, eventually ditching in the 
Atlantic after encountering the Danish steamer 
SS Mary. At the time, they were 1,130 miles 
from Newfoundland, and 750 miles from 
Ireland, meaning that while Alcock and Brown 
would claim the £10,000 prize a month later, 
Hawker still received a prize of £5,000 for the 
less glamorous honour of being the first man to 
fly 1,000 miles over the ocean without ditching. 

The SS Mary was not fitted with a radio, so 
news of the rescue had not reached the rest of the 
world. As it was feared the men had been killed, 
King George V sent a telegram of condolence, 
though the news quickly spread when the SS 
Mary reached Scotland on 25th May. On 28th 
May, Hawker and Grieve were received by 
King George V at Buckingham Palace, where 
they were both awarded the Air Force Cross for 
valour.  

The story doesn’t quite end there, however. 
The Sopwith Atlantic was adapted from a First 
World War bombing aircraft, the Sopwith B-1, 
whose fuselage had been adapted to work as a 
boat, to save the crew should the flight encounter 
trouble over the ocean. As the flight ditched in 
sight of the SS Mary this capability was never 
tested, although the modification did end up 
featuring in the story of the stamp: several weeks 
later the body of the aircraft and its mailbag 
were recovered from the ocean, meaning that 
the envelopes contained could be processed 
and forwarded to their (no doubt extremely 
surprised!) recipients.  

“The stamp 
saw little 
use, not 
only because 
of its high 
denomination 
but because 
it’s adhesive 
and paper 
did not 
adhere well 
to envelopes. 
During the 
few years that 
it was on sale 
only 1,450 
were sold. ”

NEWFOUNDLAND
1919 3C. BROWN  

“HAWKER” AIR MAIL
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“Noted repeatedly as ‘an exceptionally capable 
officer,’ by his superiors, his powers of 
leadership appeared to flourish during the war”

THE STORY BEHIND THE MEDAL
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As someone who has been passionate 
about medals for over a decade, I have 
always been drawn to a good story and 

the opening hours of Bury’s Great War are un-
doubtedly something to tell the grandchildren; 
not only did he receive one of the first, if not the 
first award of the Great War, but, in a war which 
went on to take the lives of millions through 
conflict and disease, his medal was not for taking 
life but for attempting to save life. Rather than 
attempting to save a friend or fellow serviceman, 
Bury jumped into the North Sea in order to hold 
aloft an injured German Naval Captain, a man 
who minutes earlier had done his best to entice 
Bury’s destroyer upon a newly laid path of mines. 

Claude Denzil Bury was born on 27th April 
1893 in Kensington, London, the son of Henry 
E Bury and his wife Angela. His father was a 
solicitor and in 1901 the family were residing at 
Mottistone Manor House on the Isle of Wight. 
Today the property is owned by the National 
Trust, but it has a long history as ancestral home 
to the Seely family and was mentioned in the 
Domesday Book. Aged just 11 years, Claude 
left home and entered the Royal Navy as a 
Naval Cadet on 15th January 1906. Appointed 
Midshipman on 15th May 1911, he was 
commissioned Acting Sub Lieutenant on 15th 
September 1913 and was posted from the naval 
depot Dido to HMS Landrail in June 1914; built 
by Yarrow and launched on 7th February 1914, 
the Landrail was one of 22 Laforey Class torpedo 
boat destroyers, powered by steam turbines and 
capable of 29 knots, armed with two pairs of 21 
inch torpedo tubes and three 4-inch 102mm Mk 
IV guns. 

The Great War started officially for Britain 
at 23.00 hours on 4th August 1914. Across the 
North Sea, the Kaiserliche Marine had busily 
spent the previous 24 hours converting the former 
excursion steamer Konigin Luise into an auxiliary 
minelayer, capable of deploying 200 mines. In 
such haste, priority was given to a repainting 
job; with two raked funnels and two raked 
masts, she resembled the Great Eastern Railway 
steamers that plied their trade between Harwich 
and the Hook of Holland. The German ship was 
therefore disguised in the Great Eastern Railway 
steamer colours –black hull, buff superstructure 
and yellow funnels with black tops. There was 
no time for the main armament of two 3.4 inch 
guns to be mounted, indeed when she sailed 
from her base in Emden that evening, she carried 
no more than a pom-pom and small arms; her 
deck still had the enclosed glass windows. 

Meanwhile, at the Port of Harwich, HMS 
Amphion under Captain Cecil H Fox, and the 
Destroyers of the Third Flotilla, including HMS 
Landrail, prepared to sail and conduct a sweep 
towards the Heligoland Bight. The weather 
ahead seemed indifferent with heavy showers 
and choppy seas. En route they encountered a 
fishing vessel, whose crew informed the British 
ships that they had seen a vessel “throwing things 
over the side,” about 20 miles north of the Outer 
Gabbard. Fox had inadvertently stumbled across 
the Konigin Luise attempting to mine the entrance 
to the Thames Estuary. The hunt was on. 

At 10.25 the Amphion sighted the German 
ship and sent the destroyers Lance and Landrail 
to investigate. The enemy immediately fled 
south-east at 20 knots, but unable to outpace 

Iain Goodman

THE MAN BEHIND THE MEDAL:  
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the destroyers, attempted to seek shelter in a rain 
squall. The reduced visibility gave opportunity 
to deliver a few more mines and hopefully lure 
her pursuers into a trap. It failed. At 10.30 Lance 
signalled she was to engage the enemy and fired 
the first shot of the war from her quick firing 4 
inch gun. The other destroyers then joined in and 
the Konigin Luise was riddled with shell bursts 
and small arms fire. Commander Biermann had 
little choice but to order the abandoning of his 
ship and scuttling of the vessel; 46 surviving crew 
from a compliment of 100 men jumped into the 
water, many struggling to hold their heads aloft 
in the choppy waters flung up by the squall and 
wakes from the destroyers. 

Witnessing the struggles of the German 
sailors in the water, it was then that Bury and 
a gunner, Ernest G Haycroft, jumped into the 
water and held the grievously injured Biermann 
aloft. In the meantime, the Konigin Luise rolled 
over to port and sank at 12.22, the suction 
no doubt dragging many an injured man to 
the depths. The three men were hauled about 
Landrail and mobilisation papers were found 

upon the German Captain. He would succumb 
to his injuries a few days later. As a result of 
their efforts, on 2nd September 1914, Bury 
and Haycroft were recommended to the Royal 
Humane Society:

‘I am Commanded by my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty to request you will express their 
satisfaction to Sub Lieutenant Claude D. Bury and 
Mr Ernest G. Haycroft, Gunner (T) of H.M.S. 
Landrail, for their meritorious conduct in saving 
the life of a German Officer from drowning on the 
occasion of the sinking of the German Minelayer 
Konigin Louise on 5th August. My Lords are 
prepared to recommend these two Officers to the 
Royal Humane Society, signed W. Graham Greene, 
Captain (D), 3rd Flotilla.’

That same afternoon, the destroyers 
continued their sweep of the North Sea and 
very soon spotted another ship which resembled 
the Konigin Luise, this time trailing a huge 
German flag. It was the St Petersburg returning 
Prince Karl Lichnowski, German Ambassador to 
Britain, back to Germany. As so often happens 
in the confusion of war, the breakdown of 
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including the despatch of Vice Admiral Keyes 
for distinguished services during the raid on 
Zebrugge-Ostend from 22nd-23rd April 1918. In 
the post war years, Bury served in the Middle 
East and was noted for ‘his skill in navigating 
the Persian and Arab coasts,’ but despite a 
string of glowing recommendations in the early 
1920s, his promotions stalled at the rank of 
Commander, much to the consternation of a few 
senior officers. 

By the 1930s and in the twilight of his 
career, Bury’s service record notes comments 
such as ‘personality not outstanding,’ and ‘I 
am not enthusiastic about his social qualities. Is 
slightly unbalanced in this respect.’ It is hard to 
understand what happened to Bury over these 
years as the evidence is brief and glosses over 
any real facts, but what is clear is that he fell 
out of love with the Royal Navy. A search of the 
newspaper archives gives a potential snippet and 
line of enquiry on 8th December 1951, but I am 
down to mere speculation: ‘For One Week on 
bail – Claude Denzil Bury (58) of The Cottage, 
Corn Hill, Bishop’s Waltham, charged with 
being under the influence of drink to such extent 
as to be incapable of having proper control of a 
vehicle.’ 

Claude Denzil Bury, RN, died in Winchester 
on 17th March 1957 aged 64. What tales he 
could tell. 

communications almost created a significant 
incident; it was only the quick thinking of 
Captain Fox, placing the Amphion between 
his destroyers and the St Petersburg and hence 
fouling the range, that forced his ships to call off 
the attack, thus preventing a major diplomatic 
incident. 

After 24 hours on patrol, the British force 
headed home back to Harwich; at 06.30 on 6th 
August, the Amphion hit a mine, possibly laid by 
the Konigin Luise the previous day. With her back 
broken and her forepart on fire, the Amphion 
began to settle by the bows. The destroyers came 
in to rescue survivors including those Germans 
plucked from the sea previously, but at 07.03, 
she struck a second mine; 148 sailors died from 
Amphion’s crew of just over 320. Eighteen German 
prisoners from the Konigin Luise also died. 

From the records of Sub Lieutenant Bury, 
one can summise that the opening couple of 
days of the war had a significant impact upon 
his career path, and led to a deep fondness for 
HMS Landrail and torpedo craft in general. 
Noted repeatedly as ‘an exceptionally capable 
officer,’ by his superiors, his powers of leadership 
appeared to flourish during the war and he was 
highly commended for his extremely gallant 
manner following a collision in the North 
Sea. He repeatedly requested to remain with 
Landrail and was present aboard her at Jutland. 
He was also mentioned on three occasions, 
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David Erskine-Hill

DEH: Tell us about your distinguished career 
in the Royal Air Force; aside from the great re-
sponsibilities of senior command, I gather you 
were once seconded to the Fleet Air Arm?

GP: It all began when I was a flight cadet at the 
RAF College in Cranwell where I gained a mar-
vellous foundation for a full career in the RAF 
and trained as a navigator.  After three years I 
joined a photographic reconnaissance squadron 
in Germany and this was followed by an exciting 
exchange posting with the Fleet Air Arm when 
I joined a new Buccaneer strike/attack squadron, 
and it was this  aircraft that was to dominate my 
flying career over many years.  During my time 
with the Navy I spent a year embarked in HMS 
Eagle, mostly in the Far East, and made 170 deck 
landings, including some exciting ones at night.

I later commanded a Buccaneer squadron, 
No 208, which had a rich heritage of service in 
the Middle East.  I had a wonderful tour back 
at Cranwell as the Director of Air Warfare before 
commanding RAF Finningley, the largest flying 
training base in the UK.  My last appointment, 
and my third in the MOD, was as a director of 
operational intelligence at a time when the Cold 
War had just come to an end and difficult times 
were breaking out in the Former Yugoslavia and 
in the Middle East.

DEH: This year we commemorate the 100th 
Anniversary of the Royal Air Force. How 
would you summarise the RAF’s role in that 
period, and do you foresee a different role for 
the force in the future?

GP: As a young officer I was reminded that, un-
like the sea and the land, air covers 100% of the 
globe.  From the earliest days of the ‘eye in the 
sky’ to the delivery today of incredibly precise 
weapons, the RAF has played a key role in every 
conflict.  It has been crucial in providing support 
for land campaigns, battles at sea and gathering 
intelligence.  It has transported people and sup-
plies to every corner of the globe, provided rescue 
services and answered countless calls to deliver 
humanitarian aid.  Underlying all these diverse 
capabilities are people – who have been, and still 
are, the crucial element.

These roles will still be important in the 
future but advances in technology will improve 
capabilities dramatically.  Today, a single aircraft 
flown by one man can deliver more lethality than 
a squadron of Lancasters crewed by over 150 men.  
We already operate unmanned aerial vehicles 
that carry weapons and reconnaissance sensors.  
Weapons are getting smarter and cyber warfare 
is becoming a factor in military capabilities and 
conflict.  Then there is Space, which we already 
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use for communication satellites – there will 
surely be greater use of Space.  Despite all these 
new developments, the globe will still be covered 
by 100% of air so there will always be the need 
for an air force.

DEH: When did you start collecting medals 
and was there a notable catalyst?

GP: I started as a serious collector over forty years 
ago but my interest had been triggered when 
I was a young teenager.  One day I was sitting 
with my grandfather when he gave me two small, 
unopened white boxes and told me they were 
precious and he wanted me to keep them safe.  
When I opened them, they contained a British 
War Medal and a Victory Medal.  They had nev-
er seen the light of day and were named to his 
son, a lance corporal in the York and Lancaster 
Regiment, who had been killed in October 1918 
when he was 19 years old.  A few weeks later my 
grandfather died.

The unique MVO, DFC, CGM Group awarded to Flight 
Lieutenant Stuart Sloan, RAF

Graham in his 
Buccaneer flying days.
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I studied the details of my uncle’s final battle 
and have visited his grave near Cambrai, where I 
will be returning in October this year to be with 
him on the 100th anniversary of his death.  His 
framed medals and photograph have always been 
with me and hang in my dressing room.

In due course I started to collect medals to his 
regiment and then expanded it to concentrate on 
the RAF.

DEH: Your interest in the R.A.F. between the 
wars is well-known. Tell us little more about 
this aspect of your collection.

GP: The first squadron I joined was No 31 Squad-
ron, whose badge is based on the Star of India 
with a motto of In Caelum Indicum Primus (First 
in the Indian Skies).  It had been formed in 1915 
and was, for a number of years, the only RAF 
squadron in the region.  I was made responsible 
for maintaining squadron records – a very lucky 
appointment as it turned out because it gave me 
the chance to study the early days on the North-
west Frontier.  I became fascinated in the whole 
period so, when I started my RAF collection, I 
looked for medals to squadrons involved in India 
and this led to a wider interest in the early days of 
the RAF overseas.  Years later my old squadron be-
came involved in the Gulf War and so Iraq was a 

logical next step in my collecting interest.  Today, 
with a son and son-in-law who have been heavily 
involved in operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, I 
have expanded my collection to cover the actions 
in Iraq between the wars, when Trenchard’s policy 
of ‘air control’ was the dominant military force in 
the area.

DEH: Tell us too a little about your interest in 
Second World War awards to the RAF.

GP: From my first day at Cranwell I served under 
officers with gallantry awards and rows of medals 
on their chests and I was eager to discover their 
exploits. Some were household names and their 
stories appeared in flying magazines and biogra-
phies.  On my early squadrons, many of my col-
leagues had seen war service and I never tired of 
listening to their tales.  So, when I first started 
my RAF collection I concentrated on World War 
Two and flying gallantry groups but always with a 
named medal in the group.  

In researching the actions that led to these 
awards I have learnt a great deal about the conduct 
of the air war, and it has made me realise what a 
remarkable generation of young men and women 
they were and how their experiences need to be 
preserved.  My admiration for what they did, and 
their sacrifices, is immense.

Right: The front cover 
of Graham’s latest 
publication, The 
Royal Air Force Day 
by Day 1918-2018 
(The History Press, 
Gloucestershire, 2017).
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Buccaneers of No. 208 Squadron on exercise; Graham is navigating the lead aircraft.
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DEH: You are a much respected obituarist 
for The Daily Telegraph. Tell us a little more 
about that fascinating role. How to you go 
about it and how many obituaries have you 
written for the newspaper to date?

GP: I was very flattered and, I must confess, 
somewhat overawed when the newspaper invit-
ed me some fourteen years ago to become their 
aviation obituary writer.  So far, the majority of 
those I have written about were veterans of the 
Second World War so my long-standing interest 
in the RAF’s activities during those times, and 
my interest in RAF medals, have both proved 
very useful.

One of the first things I did was to establish 
a database of those most likely to justify an 
obituary and then gather information on them 
from a wide variety of sources.  I also created 
another database of organisations and people 
that could provide information.  I have a large 
library at home, many knowledgeable historian 
friends, and knowing my way around the 
National Archives has also proved very valuable.  

While the basic procedure for writing an 
obituary remains the same, each has its own 
unique aspects, and sometimes surprises!  I 
always have to bear in mind that an obituary 
may be the only written record that survives for 
posterity.  So, the key is to be accurate, fair and 
honest while always recognising the need for 
sensitivity and understanding.  

I will soon have written 600; the variety has 
been astonishing and I always find their exploits 
very humbling.

DEH: You are also known for a dozen or so 
published works, from ‘Your Men Behind 
the Medals’ titles to stories of evasion in the 
Second World War. Tell us a little more about 
your journey as an author and what have been 
your most recent projects?

GP: I more or less stumbled into becoming an 
author.  After I retired from the RAF I decided 
to gather the papers I had on individual medal 
groups in my collection and write a covering bi-
ography.  An RAF colleague had just retired and 

taken over as editor of a well-known aviation mag-
azine and he asked if I could do an article on ‘RAF 
Medals’.  I sent off one of these biographies and, 
to my astonishment, he published it.  He wanted 
more, so Men Behind the Medals was born.  There 
are now more than fifty and, over the years, they 
have been gathered into three books.

Other publishers have approached me, and the 
National Archives asked me to be a consulting 
editor and also invited me to write about RAF 
escapers and evaders.  Shot Down and On the Run 
was the result which has just been reprinted for the 
third time.  This was followed by a sister volume, 
Shot Down and in The Drink, a book about those 
who were rescued from the sea.

I have done a couple of books on my favourite 
aircraft, the Buccaneer.  Most recently, the RAF 
asked me to do a major book to commemorate its 
Centenary and a couple of months ago Royal Air Force 
Day by Day, a work that took me almost two years to 
complete, was published by the History Press.

DEH: You have been a busy and innovative 
President of the OMRS (The Orders and Medals 
Research Society) for several years.  How do you 
see the Society’s future?

GP: I am now in my seventh year as President and 
it has been a stimulating, fascinating and challeng-
ing time, none more so than now.

So much has changed since I started collecting 
forty-odd years ago.  Gone are the days of catalogues 
through the post, bargains at local auctions or 
market stalls and limited research opportunities for 
those living away from the major institutions.

In recent years I believe two of the main factors 
that have affected our hobby are the rising costs 
of medals and the Internet.  The latter provides 
countless opportunities for research, we have seen 
auctioneers and retailers conducting much of their 
business through their websites and there are a 
growing number of forums and chat rooms, which 
have become the main medium for collectors to 
make and maintain contact with each other.  In 
some ways, the social side of the hobby appears to 
be on the decline, although our branch structure 
remains intact and is a crucial element of what 
the OMRS can provide, but there appears to be 
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less inclination to attend events and fairs and to 
socialise and compare notes.

As a society we have to take note of these 
developments and try to adapt, but the Society 
relies entirely on a small and dedicated group of 
unpaid volunteers to implement changes.  An area 
of particular concern is the difficulty in attracting 
the younger generation.  It has become a very 
expensive hobby for a beginner and they have 
very different ideas on communication.

In an effort to engage more of our widespread 
membership, we decided to make our flagship 
event more accessible to them and this involved 
moving our annual convention away from 
London, which has been a success.  The weekend 
programme encourages members to exhibit and 
those willing to do so have increased; the standard 
is spectacular.  The dealers remain a key element 
of the weekend and it has been very encouraging 
to see their support for the changes we have made.

Another area I have tried to foster is our liaison 
with overseas societies.  We already have a number 
of well-run and enthusiastic OMRS branches in 
the Commonwealth and we have always enjoyed a 
close relationship with our colleagues in the USA 
and with OMSA (The Orders and Medals Society 
of America).  In recent years we have made a 
determined effort to join our European friends at 
the annual phaleristic conferences held in various 
European cities, including the very successful one 
hosted by the OMRS in London in 2015.  These 
are very enjoyable and informative: our collective 
thoughts on the way forward are important and 
valuable, and we can all learn from each other.  I 
do see closer liaison on the international stage as a 
way of attracting more members.

There is no doubt that the years ahead are 
going to be challenging, but we are determined to 
be a major part of any new developments.

The CBE, DFC, AFC group 
awarded to Air Commodore 
Bill Sewrey, CO of 30 
Squadron
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For appointments in London or my latest circular, please contact me at
Old Granary Antiques Centre, Kings Staithe Lane, King’s Lynn, Norfolk, England PE 30 ILZ

Tel: (+44 ) 1553 670 833 | Email: roderickrichardson@yahoo.co.uk
Check out my website: roderickrichardson.com

Description:

MaryMary Sovereign 1553 mint mark pomegranate. Obv Queen enthroned holding orb & 
sceptre & reading MARIA DG ANG FRA Z HIB REGINA MDLIII.     Rev Large Tudor rose with 
central shield & reading  A DNO FACTV EST ISTV Z EST MIRA IN OCVI NRIS. Ex Major GSM 
Burton, Glendining 18/11/1970 lot 172: Spink auction 28/3/1988 lot 173: Spink auction 
14/11/2002 lot 118: Samuel King, Spink auction 5/5/2005 lot 41: Dr Paul Broughton, 
Spink, 22/3/2016 lot 436.  Slight wave in  lan otherwise a pleasing piece on a large  lan,
well struck with underlying lustre & a superb portrait.  
ExtExtremely Fine.  Very rare in this grade.

Status:                  Available
Price:                     £59,000
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Daguerreotype of Count Richard Guyon in his Hungarian Hussar Uniform c.1849. Hungarian Military History 
Museum, Budapest. 
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Few will have heard of Richard Guyon, a 
soldier originally born in Walcot near Bath 
in 1813, the fifth generation of a military 

Huguenot family. Nor will anyone know him by 
his other names and titles: General Le Comte de 
Guyon, Gróf Guyon Richárd, or Kurshid Pasha. 
Yet this relatively overlooked Brit witnessed, and 
took part in, some of the historic moments of 
mid-19th century Austro-Hungary, Turkey and 
the Crimea. His story is certainly one worthy 
of a good blockbuster. He is also possibly the 
only Brit to be awarded a rare and short lived 
order – the Hungarian Order of Military Merit. 
Guyon, known as ‘Dick’ to his family, was 
the son of a Royal Naval Commander, John 
Guyon, whose own Napoleonic war tales could 
match the exploits of ‘Lucky Jack’ in Patrick 
O’Brian’s Master and Commander. Richard 
Guyon received a brief military education; 
commissioning into the Surrey Militia, he 
served in the Portuguese Liberal Wars. In 1832 
he entered the service of the Austrian regiment 

of Archduke Joseph’s 2nd Hussars – a ‘smart 
regiment’. This may have been because he had 
struggled to purchase a good commission in the 
British Army. Nevertheless he appears to have been 
a successful socialite in the world of the Austrian 
court, becoming ADC to his commander Field 
Marshal Baron Ignaz von Splény de Miháldi, 
who was Privy Councillor and Chamberlain 
to the Emperor and King, and Grand Captain 
of the Hungarian Noble Guard. Guyon 
later marrying the Field Marshal’s daughter, 
Marie. His social status in both Austrian and 
Hungarian circles rose yet again when, through 
his friendship with the French Ambassador to 
the Austrian Court, who provided documents, 
he was recognised in his French ancestor’s title of 
Count, something which had not been possible 
in England. Gróf (Count) Guyon, now married 
to the cream of Hungarian military aristocracy, 
enjoyed a life of a country gentleman on his 
inlaws’ estates near Komárom. 1848 was a year of 
revolutions in Europe. In London, Italy, France, 
the German Confederation, the Netherlands 
and the Austrian Empire, populations began to 
demand democracy, freedom of the press and 
the upsurge of nationalism. This was particularly 
explosive in Hungary, which, hitherto, had been 
the ‘second nation’ in the Austrian Empire – it 
quickly became a war of independence from the 
Habsburg-ruled Empire. Count Guyon entered 
the service of the new National Government 
Forces and served in several early battles against 
the Austrian forces, discovering that he had a 
flair for command, a great care for his troops, 
and often showed indomitable courage. He 
was made a General and commanded several 
victories against the Austrians, defeating Count 
Josip Jelacic at the Battle of Hegyes in 1849. 
While Governor and defender of the castle 
town Komárom, he heroically rescued the town 

A GENERAL WITHOUT  
A NATION (OR MEDALS)

Edward Hilary Davis
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Republic of 
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from total destruction. In a famous incident he 
spoke to fleeing Hungarian troops - he urged 
them on, ‘call yourselves Hungarians? You are 
not Hungarian, you’re sh*t!’ This apparently 
helped! Guyon, like many other new Hungarian 
Generals, was awarded the Order of Military 
Merit, first as a knight then commander. As all 
the honours and decoration hitherto where in 
the gift of the Habsburgs, including the Royal 
Hungarian Order of St Stephen established by 
Maria Theresa; the revolutionary government 
had made designs for a new, uniquely Hungarian 
order, with civil and military divisions. Plans 
were made but as the war took priority, they 
were not able to award any actual medals of the 
original design. The temporary way of wearing 
these medals was to sew on a piece of ribbon 
(red for military, green for civil) and attach a 
silver circlet of laurel – for knights, and a further 
golden Hungarian cross – for commanders. 
These two grades can be seen on Guyon’s 
uniform at the Hungarian Military History 

Museum in Buda. After the war’s end, while in 
exile, some Hungarians were actually able to have 
their medals made, but only by local jewellers (in 
Italy for example), so there is little uniformity on 
surviving editions. Today’s Hungarian Order of 
Merit is a derivation of the original order and is 
not dissimilar to the first design. Despite a brave 
action of self-sacrifice by Guyon’s battalions at 
the Battle of Szőreg, 5th August 1849, the War 
of Independence failed at Temesvár a few days 
later – partially due to the Austrians obtaining 
the help of the Russian Imperial Army. Guyon, 
his family and many other revolutionaries went 
on the run eventually escaping capture and 
fleeing to the Ottoman Empire. Having lost 
almost everything in the plight, Guyon entered 
the service of the Sultan being made a general of 
division and appointed Governor of Damascus – 
as such he was awarded the title of Pasha (akin to 
a Peerage in the UK). The Oxford Dictionary of 
National Biography claims that he was the first 
Christian to obtain the rank of Pasha without 

General Richard Guyon’s uniform with the two grades of military ribbon in the Hungarian 
Military History Museum, Budapest, bequeathed by his son, Count Edgar Guyon. 
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having to convert to Islam. As the Crimean war 
began in 1853, Guyon was mobilised and helped 
liaise between the Turks, the French and the 
British. He did much to prepare the Ottoman 
forces for European ‘conventual war’ and 
defended Kars against the Russians. However, at 
what seemed to be the turning point of his career 
and the moment where it seemed he would 
enter the pages of history, he died of cholera 
at Scutari, along with many other soldiers. 
Family rumours of poison by jealous Turkish 
officers exist, although it may well have been the 
Austrians. He remains a ‘what might have been’ 
character – had there been a British born senior 
Turkish General commanding in the Crimea, 
who knows which country he would have ended 
up serving next. There were discussions about 
him being offered a command in the British 
forces, though it seems unlikely he would 
have been trusted. Many mourned his death 
in several nations. His now poverty-stricken 
family eventually travelled to France where 
their care was highly regarded by Napoleon III, 
who curiously paid for the two boys’ education. 
The younger son, Count Edgar, returned to 
Hungary where he died, bequeathing items 
to the Military Museum. British Newspapers 
mourned Guyon too. The Turks lost a valuable 
leader but they had a number of experienced 
Hungarian generals on their staff. He is best 
remembered in the country he adopted as home. 
Several Hungarian streets are named after him 
as well as ‘blue plaques’ where he lived, and his 
words are sometimes quoted by politicians. The 
Military History Museum in Buda has some of 
his things on display, and in 2015 the President 
of Hungary presented a statue of Guyon to 
the Military History Museum in Istanbul. It 
is unclear whether this general, like his fellow 
exiles, was awarded the Order of the Medjidie, 
or the Turkish Crimean medal, or the British 
Crimea medal or indeed any French honours. 
Only the small strands of ribbon sewed to his 
old uniform remain – the tokens of a courageous 
yet somewhat tragic military career.

Above: Statue of a 
Hungarian Hussar in 
Buda Castle, Budapest. 

Richard Guyon Street, Budapest
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“Official figures from 
HM Revenue and 
Customs show there 
are now 315 distilleries 
in the UK, with 
a total of 49 new 
distilleries opening 
in 2017, popping 
up everywhere from 
railway arches to 
farmyards to airports.”
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Over the past few years there has been 
something of a renaissance of that 
quintessentially English spirit – gin. It 

is possible to buy gin made with ants, or with 
botanicals that have been sent into space, or that 
changes colour when you add tonic. In short 
– the gin market has exploded. Official figures 
from HM Revenue and Customs show there 
were 233 licensed UK producers by the end 
of 2015, popping up everywhere from railway 
arches to farmyards to airports. It’s even made 
an appearance in the The Archers, when feckless 
Toby Fairbrother turned Blossom Cottage into 
an illegal distillery. One of the tasks Lord Sugar 
set his contestants on the BBC’s The Apprentice 
was to create a new gin brand, and only a few 
weeks ago, the Scottish brand, House of Elrick 
appeared on Dragon’s Den.

Sacred, the distillery I co-founded with my 
husband Ian Hart in 2008 has, until recently, 
been based in our home in Highgate, north 
London. Given the current popularity of gin, 
one would be forgiven for thinking that setting 
up a distillery was a fairly safe bet, but 10 years 
ago, gin was considered rather staid, having spent 
the previous couple of decades confined mainly 
to the respectable but unremarkable backwaters 
of the golf club and suburbia – tellingly, it had a 
very strong association with the Queen Mother. 
I remember that before we bottled our first batch 
of Sacred, I proudly offered a sample to a twenty-
something acquaintance who, after tasting it, 
remarked, “Well, it’s very nice but who’s going 
to buy it? No one drinks gin these days.”

Indeed, at that time there were only four 
distilleries in London – Beefeater, Thames 
Distillers, Sipsmith and Sacred. Fast-forward a 

few years and it’s hard to find a London borough 
– or major British city or large county town – 
that doesn’t boast its very own gin. Of course, 
that doesn’t necessarily mean these brands are 
as small-batch as they claim or distilled in the 
local vicinity. Many of them are contracted out 
to larger distillers – Thames Distillers, based in 
Clapham, has developed hundreds of gins for 
different brands over the years.

At this point it might be useful to clarify 
that gin is basically a spirit created by flavouring 
alcohol from agricultural origin (usually, but not 
always, grain) with juniper and other botanicals. 
The British relationship with gin dates back to 
the Thirty Years War (1618-1648), when the 
English army, fighting alongside the Dutch in 
the Spanish Netherlands, observed that their 
allies would knock back a tot of jenever (which, of 
course, translates as juniper) to fortify themselves 
before they went into battle, hence the expression 
“Dutch courage”. As a result a small amount of 
jenever was imported to England in the early 17th 
century but it was, very expensive and so gin, 
the English interpretation of jenever, became 
available in various guises.

However England was really a nation of 
brandy drinkers until King William of Orange 
came to the throne in 1688. By the end of the 
17th century England was at war with France 
and, to protect the economy, the government 
put a heavy duty on imported spirits, banned 
French brandy altogether and lifted restrictions 
on domestic spirit production. Soon the capital 
was littered with distilleries – at one point there 
were over 1,000 gin-shops, many of them in 
people’s homes.

Hilary Whitney 

GIN: A BRIEF HISTORY,  
FROM THE THIRTY YEARS  

WAR TO A STORY OF  
MODERN DAY REVIVAL
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This was great news for landowners as there 
was a huge demand for wheat, but it was a 
disaster for poverty-stricken Londoners to 
whom gin was far more than a drink – it was 
cheap and offered oblivion from hardship and 
drudgery. Not surprisingly, because it was so 
readily available there was an unprecedented 
downward spiral of crime and social degradation 
– the notorious ‘gin craze’ as famously portrayed 
in William Hogarth’s drawing, Gin Lane. 

Gin was drunk not only by men and women 
but by children too and by 1723, the death rate 
in London had overtaken the number of births. 
Not that this was a deterrent – people would 
go to extraordinary lengths to acquire their fix. 
In 1734 Judith Dufour left her two-year old 
daughter at the workhouse only to collect the 
child, who was wearing new clothes provided 
by the parish, just two days later. That evening, 
having spent the day drinking, Dufour strangled 
her little girl, dumped the body in a ditch and 
spent the 1s 4d she raised from selling her clothes 
on more gin. She confessed and was hanged. No 
wonder gin became known as Mother’s Ruin.

However, before you rush to tip your bottle of 
gin down the sink in horror, remember that the 
great unwashed of 18th century London would 
have been drinking something very different 
to the liquid produced today. Unscrupulous 
distillers often substituted juniper berries with 
turpentine and added sulphuric acid to impart 
extra bite and make diluted gin appear stronger.

A series of Gin Acts 
were passed in an attempt 
to restrain Londoners’ gin 
consumption, with varying 
degrees of success. The 1736 
Gin Act raised the retail 
price of gin, introduced 
a twenty shilling per 
gallon excise tax and a £50 
annual licence for distillers. 
However, rioting followed 
the passing of the Act and 
the legislation was pretty much ignored – it is 
believed that only two of the £50 licences were 
ever taken out and that gin production actually 
increased by about half.

“Every Sunday night we used to take the latest gin 
recipe into our local pub, The Wrestlers, for people to 
try – which was incredibly generous of the landlord, 
Martin Harley, as of course, when people were 
sampling our gin, they weren’t spending any money”
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The 1830s saw the boom of the gin palace. 
By now gin was now far more palatable and 
the invention of gas lighting and silvered-
glass mirrors gave these – literally – glittering 
establishments a constant supply of light and 
made them, not surprisingly, extraordinarily 
alluring. Around the same time, British officers 
stationed in India found that the bitter quinine 
they were obliged to take to ward off malaria was 
far more acceptable if taken with a little sugar, 
water and gin, and in the 1860s the British 
Navy were given a weekly gin ration. It is no 
coincidence that some of the gin brands we still 
recognise today, such as Tanqueray and Beefeater, 
were established in the mid-19th century.

Gin’s next wave of popularity was in the 
twenties, when the cocktails marked the end of 
the day and the beginning of the evening’s fun and 
by the fifties, gin had become respectable again. 
In the seventies and eighties gin consumption 
declined enormously and vodka became the 
spirit of choice. This was partly because to the 
majority of people who came of age during those 
decades, cocktails were considered hopelessly 
outdated - associated with the rigidity and 
formality of their parents’ generation which they 
so were so keen to shake off.

It is also one of the reasons why gin is 
enjoying such a resurgence today. Fashion is 
circular and, like beards and skinny jeans – 
although first time round I believe we called 
them drainpipe jeans – it is simply gin’s time 
again. It is a clear, straightforward spirit, easy 
to understand, unlike whisky which can seem 
intimidating with its references to ageing and 
finishing and special releases, and yet it is also 
complex and interesting. It is rich in culture and 
history – literature is littered with references to 
gin, from Scott Fitzgerald to Raymond Chandler 
to Patrick Hamilton – and relatively affordable: 
you can easily sample a wide range of different 
gins without spending a fortune.

Another contributing factor is that people 
have become far more interested in the 
provenance of their food and drink: where the 
ingredients were sourced and the stories behind 
the people who made them. There is a never-
ending list of botanicals available, and it is now 

The Gin Act of 1751 had a much bigger 
impact. It lowered the licence fee and distillers 
were only allowed to supply licensees trading 
from premises with an annual rent of £10 per 
annum. In addition, stills with a capacity of 
less than 1,800 litres were banned, effectively 
creating yet another reason to close down the 
smaller, illicit distilleries. However, the death 
knell for Mother’s Ruin finally came when, after 
a series of bad harvests, the government decided 
to forbid the production of distilled spirits. The 
ban was lifted in 1760 but this coincided with an 
enormous duty hike and as a result, gin was way 
too expensive for the poor who reverted to their 
former favourite, beer.

The Gin Craze was over but some of the larger 
distilleries from that era, such as Nicholsons and 
Booths, remained and towards the end of the 
eighteenth century, distilling had become quite 
respectable again. Gordon’s, possibly the most 
famous gin brand in the world, was founded in 
1776.
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possible – nay, essential – for a gin to reflect 
its locality or the personality and quirks of the 
distiller.

Gin is also an incredibly versatile drink. It 
makes a great base spirit for a cocktail as it’s 
bright and clean but doesn’t compete with other 
ingredients, which dark spirits often do. If you 
take a look at any classic cocktail book, such as 
The Savoy Cocktail Book by Harry Craddock, 
which was first published in 1930, you will see 
that an enormous number of classic cocktails 
such as the Martini, the Negroni, the Aviation 
or the Tom Collins are gin based, and many of 
the modern cocktails we enjoy today are based 
on these historic drinks. If your preference is for 
a gin and tonic, there is also a plethora of new 
tonic brands to choose from. I would also like to 
suggest that as one of the first of the ‘new wave’ 
gins, Sacred has had a not insignificant part to 
play in this revival.

In 2006 Ian was working as a headhunter in 
the financial sector, but from the end of that year, 
as the global banking system steadily became 
a vast train wreck and no-one was hiring, it 
became necessary for him to find another way of 
making a living. He had always been interested 
in distillation – it was the sort of thing he liked 
to do his spare time as a child, although back 
then he distilled things like nitrogen oxides or 
chorine oxides – unusual gases, rather than gin! 
As he had a large collection of Bordeaux wine, 
it occurred to him to use vacuum distillation 
equipment to remove water from some of less 
successful vintages to create a richer wine. 
Technically, it was a very successful exercise but 
Ian hit a brick wall trying to work out how to 
make it a commercially viable operation and 
besides, the Bordeaux winemakers might have 
had something to say about the implied criticism 
of their wine!

However, Ian enjoyed revisiting the distilling 
process and having always appreciated a good 
gin and tonic, he decided he’d like to have a go 
at creating his own gin. He felt there was room 
in the market for something a little different and 
as a Londoner, he liked the idea of producing 
what is traditionally a London product, actually 
in London.

He enthusiastically set about 
experimenting with many 
different gin formulas, distilling 
dozens of both well-known and 
obscure botanicals in his vacuum 
distillation apparatus. Every 
Sunday night we used to take the 
latest gin recipe into our local pub, 
The Wrestlers, for people to try – 
which was incredibly generous of 
the landlord, Martin Harley, as of 
course, when people were sampling 
our gin, they weren’t spending any 
money! Then one evening in early 
2009, everyone at the Wrestlers was 
unanimous that our 23rd recipe 
was a great gin and – importantly 
– unlike other London Dry Gins. 
Martin said that if we bottled it, he 
would put it behind the bar which 
gave us the impetus to bottle our 
first 2,500 bottles.

Not long after that first bottling 
we were lucky enough to be listed 
by Gerry’s Wines and Spirits in Old 
Compton Street and Fortnum and 
Mason. That kind of endorsement 
was hugely encouraging and 
persuaded other retailers to take 
us seriously. We also incredibly 
fortunate that very early on we were 
listed by Dukes Hotel Bar, where it 
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As we now export to 17 countries we are not 
so much a small gin distillery these days but a 
multi-product, international drinks company! 

As a result, although Ian continues to do 
some distillation at home, Sacred has outgrown 
the house, and we now have an additional site. 
This is also in Highgate, about 100 yards from 
Karl Marx’s grave, and means that not only have 
we been able to take on two trainee distillers, 
but we can host distillery visits and cocktail 
masterclasses. There is the added bonus of a 
small but elegant bar where all are welcome, on 
Thursday to Saturday evenings from 6.00pm! 
We are currently looking for investors to take 
us to our next stage of growth – although we 
determined that we will always remain a family-
owned company – so it is a very exciting time 
for us.

Gin is currently enjoying a hitherto 
unfathomable level of success. New brands 
continue to launch on a weekly basis, undaunted 
by what appears to be an already crowded market 
or the historical ebb and flow of gin’s popularity. 
Some brands will inevitably fall by the wayside 
but there is so much diversity and scope for 
experimentation within the category that the 
sky’s the limit for both producers and those who 
like to drink. I think it is a fairly safe bet to say 
that gin is here to stay.

If you are interested in learning more about 
Sacred or attending any of their events, please 
contact info@sacredgin.com or visit their 
website, www.sacredgin.com. 

“We are currently looking for 
investors to take us to our next 
stage of growth – although we 
determined that we will always 
remain a family-owned company – 
so it is a very exciting time for us”

is alleged that Ian Fleming first coined the phrase, 
“shaken not stirred”, and today, Alessandro Palazzi 
and his team make what are arguably the best 
martinis in London, if not the world. We have 
since created three vermouths, made with English 
Wine, in collaboration with Dukes. 

Having distilled, tasted and blended 
hundreds of botanicals over the years, Ian seems 
to have developed a knack of dusting off old 
categories and making them relevant again: 
we now produce not only a range of gins and 
vermouths but two vodkas, Sacred Rosehip 
Cup (the English alternative to Campari), 
Sacred Organic Sloe Gin, Sacred Bottle Aged 
Negroni, Sacred Peated English Whisky and 
Sacred English Whisky Liqueur. We will also 
be launching Sacred Old Tom Gin this spring. 
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Many of our readers will know that the 
Special Commissions department 
produces fine medals and silverware 

for the UK and other countries, however, in 
recent years there has been a steady increase in 
demand for personalised objects that are, shall 
we say, a little more ‘everyday’. Through the 
transition from the 20th into the 21st century, one 
would think that the desire to put one’s actual 
stamp or seal on objects would have withered 
but, through the internet, genealogical websites 
and computer graphics, it seems just as resolute 
a desire as before. 

For many years Spink have been helping clients 
to personalise their commissioned items be they 
objects d’art, leather desk sets, wall-hanging 
shields or signet rings. The most traditional and 
appealing way of doing this is with the simple 
application of heraldry. Particularly on the rise, 
is china and porcelain. Historically speaking, 
porcelain is a perfect opportunity to provide a 
canvas for subtle display of this kind of artwork 
– putting one’s seal on a good dinner quite 
literally!

Coats of Arms were originally the exclusive 
privilege of the nobility and great landowners 

– a very functional way to label processions 
or correspondence in a largely illiterate 

world. Designs were initially very 
simple so as to be clearly recognised 

from a distance (or, if on a banner, 
from the other side of a battle 
field). From the 16th century 
onwards, the emerging 
middle classes were allowed 
to petition for arms provided 
they had reached a level of 
pre-eminence. It was a visible 
sign that the bearer was a 
member of the Gentry. To 

this day, UK Coats of Arms are still designed and 
Granted by HM’s College of Arms, London or 
The Court of the Lord Lyon, Edinburgh. 

Elmes Spinckes (or Spink) of Aldwincle 
All Saints in the County of Northampton 
sometime Citizen and Goldsmith of London 
petitioned HM’s College of Arms in London 
about Arms “alleged by him to be borne by 
Edmond Spinckes his Father and others of his 
Ancestors”, namely A Cross fusile between four 
Eaglets displayed, and a Crest: A Talbot passant 
gorged with a Collar. The following grant was 
subsequently made to him and his brother 
Nathaniel Spinckes of London, Clerk, and 
their descendants: Arms: Azure a Cross mascule 
Argent between four Eaglets displayed Or, Crest: 
Upon a Helm with a Wreath Argent and Azure A 
Talbot passant Gules bezante the neck gorged with 
three Fusils Argent. It is dated 8th March in the 
13th year of the reign of King William III Ano 
Dni Millesimo Septingentesimo (c.1701). 

The reason behind the design of the arms is 
not recorded, however, Spink derives from the 
Olde English pre 7th Century “finc”, in Middle 
English “spink”, finch, especially the chaffinch 
– this may account for the Eaglets (small birds). 
Talbots (heraldic dogs) are often associated with 
loyalty, whilst the Bezants (gold coins) may be a 
reference to the goldsmith industry. 

Those interested in marking a small piece 
of family history or a piece of jewellery or a 
functional or ornamental item personalised with 
your own crest or coat of arms, should contact 
the Special Commissions Department. 

PUT YOUR STAMP ON IT!

Edward Hilary Davis
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Sculptor Raphael Maklouf is perhaps best 
known for designing the effigy of Queen 
Elizabeth II used on British and Com-

monwealth coins between 1984 and 1997. He 
was born in Jerusalem in 1937, emigrating with 
his family to the United Kingdom in 1947 and 
attending the Camberwell School of Arts and 
Crafts in 1953. Two of his designs were select-
ed for use on British coinage in 1984, replacing 
Arnold Machin’s portrait (which had been used 
on UK currency since 1968), one for general cir-
culation and another for commemorative issues; 
his ‘Third Portrait’ of Queen Elizabeth II was 
used on the coins of several countries from 1985 
to 1997. 

Created Fellow of the Royal Society of 
British Sculptors in 1984, and latterly a Fellow 
of University of the Arts London, Maklouf is 
additionally known for his sculpture bas relief 
terracottas representing the fifteen Stations of 

the Cross in Brentwood Cathedral, 
among other public works. His 
company, Tower Mint, is the only 
private mint in London, minting 
currency coins for Gibraltar and 
the Isle of Man among other 
commonwealth issuing countries.

Maklouf ’s Queen Elizabeth 
portrait for The Royal Mint was his 
first design for a coin; another of 
his effigy designs is currently being 

produced on currency coins minted for Gibraltar 
by Tower Mint. 

He was invited to apply for the 1982 
competition staged by the Royal Mint Advisory 
Committee by someone who had seen his 
sculpture portraits, and was included with other 
invited sculptors from UK and Commonwealth 
countries. Like all the other invited sculptors, as 
a guideline Raphael was provided with an official 

photograph taken by Lord Snowdon, and was 
subsequently granted two sittings with the Queen 
at Buckingham Palace to create the clay model 
from life. When asked ‘how would you describe 
her?’ he says that ‘the best word I can think of to 
describe Her Majesty is actually “majestic,” and 
extremely talkative and charming.’

His image of the Queen is couped, with a 
relatively youthful look, which some critics said 
at the time was ‘flatteringly young’ – he responds 
to this criticism by saying ‘I felt my task was to 
create a symbol, regal and ageless, which would 
stand the test of time.’ As he sees it there are two 
extremes in making portraits:

The extreme ideal – the Greek Venus de Milo 
for example

The extreme caricature – as he says, rather like 
a Spitting Image puppet

Maklouf points out that it is much easier to 
make a likeness if you make a caricature, but for 
coins this must be somewhere in between – so 
‘I would say that I also tried and to my mind 
succeeded in striking the right balance.’

Ironically, Maklouf really became a sculptor 
because of eyesight problems. As a boy, he 
suffered from an eye disease that made reading 
and writing difficult and started to express 
himself through sculpture in the eye hospital – 
which had its own art room and clay, a medium 
which allowed his fingers to influence the final 
form. 

Raphael first enrolled at Camberwell School 
of Arts and Crafts in 1953, graduating with a 
Diploma in Sculpture in 1957 and continuing 
to teach part-time at sculpture schools, while 
sculpting his own work, until 1968.

His creation of Tower Mint was due to a 
series of events, starting with a “commission“ 
to produce a life size bronze bust of Sir Thomas 
More for the Chapel Royal, St Peter’s Chapel in 

RAPHAEL MAKLOUF –  
FROM THE QUEEN’S EFFIGY  

TO CHOCOLATE COINS

Emma Howard

“I felt my task was 
to create a symbol, 
regal and ageless, 
which would stand 
the test of time”

49 · SPRING 2018 



the crypt within the Tower of London where Sir 
Thomas More is buried. He was then asked if 
he could produce small bronze three dimension 
reproductions as keepsakes for the many pilgrims 
and visitors to the Tower of London Crypt; the 
three dimension sculptures were too expensive 
to produce, so it was suggested that a bronze 
bas relief medal might be a good alternative. 
This proved to be so successful with visitors 
to the Tower of London that Raphael, who 
was also teaching sculpture one day a week in 
Birmingham, found a small ‘metal basher’ in 
Birmingham’s jewellery quarter to produce the 
medals. The man [Brian Bayliss] who was in 
charge of most places of historic interest for 
the DOE in the UK (palaces, castles and so on) 
asked Raphael to produce Henry VIII medals 
for Hampton Court Palace and numerous other 
historic places in the UK.

Unfortunately the company York Metal 
Pressings, who were producing all of Raphael’s 
medals in Birmingham, over-extended 
themselves and went into liquidation, leaving 
him with the problem of trying to find another 

medal maker. Having tried Birmingham Mint 
who were not interested, Raphael naively next 
went to the Royal Mint in Tower Hill only to 
be told that they had moved to a new ‘green 
filled site’ in Llantrisant South wales to produce 
the new decimal coins. As luck would have it, 
there were just two Royal Mint employees left 
whose job it was to disable all the old presses to 
be sold for scrap at auction. ‘I told them that I 
was in a difficult situation with medal orders I 
could not fulfil, and asked them if they would 
consider joining me in setting up a joint mint, 
asking them not to disable the best old Victorian 
Heaton press – which all came to pass, and 
that’s how the Tower Mint started. I still have 
the Heaton press, used to mint Victorian bun 
copper pennies, but now also have the most up-
to-date modern presses available – the only 
private mint in the UK to possess them.’

When asked what has been the most 
defining moment in his career Maklouf 
replies, ‘Getting married to my wife, 
Marillyn!’ and it is Marillyn he credits with 
the turn his business took when Tower Mint 

“I told them that I was 
in a difficult situation 
with medal orders 
I could not fulfil, 
and asked them if 
they would consider 
joining me in setting 
up a joint mint”
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began making chocolate coins. She complained 
that the whole process of making commemorative 
medals had begun to take over Raphael’s life, 
asking ‘What do people do with these medals?’ 
His reply was that people probably looked at them 
once, then put them in a drawer and forgot about 
them. Marillyn responded, ‘That’s so boring. I 
married an artist, not a business man. At least 

make something with an element of 
fun in it – something for children.’ 

Tower Mint’s first chocolate coins 
were created using an old Dominici 
machine which had been originally 
designed for wrapping chewing 
gum in Chile, bought by Raphael 
sight unseen, with chocolate blanks 
originally hand made by Raphael 

and his colleague Jane Poole in their tiny 
Greenwich kitchen. Heritage Chocolates, as 
the company within the company became, now 
supplies Belgian chocolate coins to a multitude 
of venues, among them Buckingham Palace, 
Windsor Castle and Harrods, from its current 
premises in Camberwell – an appropriate return 
for Raphael to his old stamping ground. Tower 
Mint is still thriving there, and celebrates its 
fortieth anniversary this year.

In his spare time Maklouf paints, and 
summing up his own work maintains, ‘I have 
never tried to be original. I believe we are all 

original. Apart from my painting, I work mostly 
from life. What interests me is how different 
people are. When they sit for you they invariably 
talk about themselves. I can give so many 
instances of people talking spontaneously about 
their lives while I’m working, and their faces 
reflect what they are thinking about. I’ve always 
found the portraits that have worked best are 
those when I didn’t realise I was working.’

Jenny Pery is the author of a new biography, 
Raphael Maklouf: Life, Art & The Making of The 
Mint, available from Halstar Publishing. For fur-
ther information, or to order a copy, please visit 
www.halsgrove.com or email sales@halsgrove.com.

“Marillyn responded, 
‘That’s so boring. I 
married an artist, not 
a business man.’”
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The first volume of Roman Imperial Coin-
age was published by Spink in 1923; it 
was not until 1994 that the final volume 

(X) appeared.  Therefore, for almost a hundred 
years, the letters RIC have adorned catalogues as 
a standard reference.  However, many new coins 
have appeared in recent decades, along with ma-
jor new strides in scholarship, which has result-
ed in a need for updated editions.  Totally new 
versions of Volume I (1984) and Volume II for 
the Flavians (2007) have already appeared and 
are at the vanguard of a major revamp of several 
volumes which is being undertaken presently by 
several authors.  

Volume V of RIC, written by Percy Webb, 
was originally published in two parts: Part I 
(1927) covered the period AD 253 to 276; Part 
II (1933) covered the period AD 276 to the 
coinage reforms of AD 294.  For various reasons, 
this volume will now be published in four parts: 
a large number of new types have been identified: 
our knowledge of the monetary systems means 
that individual volumes will now cover specific 
periods of coinage; the political landscape of 
the late third century also lends itself to distinct 
volumes covering particular regimes.

Volume V, Part 4, will cover the coinages of 
Carausius (AD 286-93) and Allectus (AD 293-
6), the two emperors whose powerbase was in 
Britain. It is logical that these coinages have their 
own volume.  The British Empire was a distinct 
political entity; its coinage was different in many 
ways from that being struck on the Continent at 
the same time; it is one of the most complicated 
coinages of the Roman series, with a very large 
number of types and varieties.

The author was asked by the editorial 
committee (Andrew Burnett, Michel Amandry 
and Roger Bland) to start work on this volume 
in 2011.  It appeared a daunting task at the 

outset, but numerous extra challenges have 
emerged along the way.  It is important to 
assess the existing scholarship available for the 
construction of a new catalogue.  Carausian and 
Allectan studies have been popular since the start 
of the 18th century when Maurice Johnson (one 
of the founders of the Society of Antiquaries) 
wrote his Decennium which is an unpublished 
manuscript held by the Spalding Gentleman’s 
Society (Image 1). He was followed by the 
French scholar Claude Genebrier’s Histoire de 
Carausius, empereur de la Grande-Bretagne (1740) 
and the English antiquary William Stukeley’s 
The medallic history of Marcus Aurelius Carausius 
Emperor in Britain (1757). They were followed 
by Cohen’s catalogue published between 1880 
and 1892 which relied heavily on the coins in 
the Hunter Cabinet in Glasgow.  By this time, 
several scholars, such as John Evans and Charles 
Roach-Smith were recording new specimens in 
Numismatic Chronicle and Collectanea Antiqua.  
The big breakthrough came in 1906 and 1907 
when Percy Webb published two corpora of coins 
for Allectus and then Carausius in Numismatic 
Chronicle.  These works, along with finds from 
the Linchmere (NC 1925) and Colchester 
Hoards (NC 1930), and the excavations at 
Richborough (Image 2), were to provide the basis 

UPON WRITING A NEW 
VOLUME OF ROMAN  
IMPERIAL COINAGE

Sam Moorhead

Image 2
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for Webb’s catalogues in RIC V, part 2, published 
in 1933.  This indeed was a major step forward, 
but Webb’s work poses several problems.  In the 
first instance, a large number of his descriptions 
are inadequate or inaccurate; his bust types are 
often hard to identify and he had a tendency to 
expand incomplete legends which is a problem 
when we know that for Carausius there are over 
150 different varieties.  In RIC especially, Webb 
often merged numerous different varieties into 
one entry, hence RIC 101 for London PAX 
AVG types includes three obverse types and 24 
mintmark varieties. There are then coins which 
appear to have never existed, being incorrect 
identifications of other coins in the volume, or 
fantasies from earlier works.  Without images, 
it is often impossible to work out exactly what 
Webb was describing and this has resulted in an 
enormous amount of archival work.  

Since Webb’s volumes, important strides 
have been made with the publication of 
various hoards, such as Little Orme (NC 
1958), Blackmoor (CHRB III, 1982), Rogiet 
(BNJ 2006), Gloucester (CHRB XIII, 2010), 

Elveden (CHRB  XIII, 2010) (Image 3), and 
Frome (S. Moorhead, A. Booth and R. Bland, 
The Frome Hoard, 2010). Robert Carson made 
essential contributions to our understanding of 
the structure of the coinages in several articles 
(notably JBAA, 1959). Norman Shiel produced 
important corpora of gold and silver coins (BAR 
40, 1977), Huvelin building on this to publish 
a complete catalogue of Carausius’ gold (RN, 
1985). Furthermore, an important catalogue of 
the coinage of Allectus was produced by Andrew 
Burnett in 1984 which appeared with several 
other significant articles in the British Numismatic 
Journal (1985). John Casey’s Carausius and 
Allectus: The British Usurpers (1994) provided an 
excellent account of the British Empire which 
provided a broader context for the coinage. 
Hugh Williams’ Carausius (BAR 378, 2004) 
and various articles in Numismatic Chronicle by 
Malcolm Lyne have also presented numerous 
new insights into the coinages. Many other 
scholars, both in Britain and on the Continent, 
have made important contributions in specific 
areas of the coinages in shorter articles. Image  3
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It was clear, given the problematic nature of 
Webb’s corpora and RIC that the author would 
have to ‘go back to the coins’.  As a rule of thumb, 
I have generally not taken at face value any 
description in a catalogue which I cannot check 
against an image.  This might seem draconian, 
even arrogant, but there are numerous errors of 
description, especially for coins of Carausius.  
Therefore, using mintmarks to provide a general 
structure, I began to construct a corpus of all the 
coins that were available for study. The first ports 
of call were the major collections in Britain: the 
British, Ashmolean, Fitzwilliam and Hunterian 
Museums, along with the National Museum 
of Wales at Cardiff.  In addition I have visited 
or gained images from around 60 provincial 
museums and English Heritage archives. Some of 
these museums have large holdings, for example 
Corinium, Verulamium and Colchester Museum, 
whilst the English Heritage stores at Dover Castle 
have around 1,500 pieces from the Richborough 
excavations.  Important collections on the 
Continent, including museums in Paris, Berlin, 
Vienna and St Petersburg, and in the USA, have 
also been consulted.  Private collectors have been 
essential in this project and around ten people 
have been extremely generous in giving me access 
to substantial collections.  Scores of other people 
with fewer coins have also been of great assistance.  
Sale Catalogues have been an important source of 
information, although for recent years there are the 
unparalleled resources offered online, for example 
by Coin Archives and acsearch.info.  Finally, the 
most recently developed source for coins is the 
Portable Antiquities Scheme database which has 
over 3,450 pieces for Carausius and almost 1,800 
for Allectus (Image 4), which include many new 

types and varieties. Only when this material has 
been entered into the corpus have I really turned 
to the older written catalogues and hoard reports. 
This has enabled me to make a more reasoned 
assessment of older descriptions and has meant that 
I can reject coins which have obviously been mis-
identified or are clearly fantasies.  However, trying to 
resolve all the problematic entries in Webb and other 
earlier works is still difficult. There is no doubt that 
some coins have not survived in collections which I 
have had access to – this was made clear by an old 
collection which Paul Hill and Dominic Chorney 
very kindly alerted me to at Baldwins. In it were 
many coins which Webb had included in his works, 
which had apparently vanished off the face of the 
earth (Image 5). Some coins even came from Webb’s 
own collection, as recorded on the labels (Image 6). 

In the corpus, every coin I see is recorded 
(to its institution, collection or sale).  This has 
enabled me to give quite accurate figures for 
the number of known specimens and in the 
final RIC I will provide these figures rather than 
rarity codes.  At present, I am distilling down 
the corpus (of over 2,500 pages with around 
35,000 coins) to a draft catalogue.  This is a 
painstaking process and I can normally process 
around 30 entries in a day – this might seem 
rather low, but some entries require a great 
deal of research before they can be satisfactorily 
resolved. It appears likely that there will be well 
over 4,000 entries in the new RIC a vast increase 

Image  4

Image  5

Image  6
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on the number in Webb’s work (1,278, albeit 
with more than one specimen often recorded in 
one entry). Already, however, I have published 
the gold coinage of Carausius in the Revue 
Numismatique (2014) and Graham Barker and 
I hope to publish the corpus of the 400 or so 
known silver coins of Carausius, before creating 
the final RIC catalogue (Images 7 and 8).

The draft catalogue has thrown up some 
interesting statistics.  Firstly, it appears that 
around 65% of the significant coins cited 
are from museum collections; this is a much 
lower proportion than in earlier RIC volumes.  
Around 25% of the coins come from private 
collections and /or sales – there is obviously an 
overlap because many private collectors own 
coins which also feature in sale catalogues.  It 
is also significant that just under 10% of the 
pieces come from the Portable Antiquities 
Scheme database, underscoring the importance 
of this new resource for numismatic research.  
Secondly, having produced draft catalogues for 
the radiates of the latter part of Carausius’ reign 
and for Allectus’ reign, it is surprising how many 
entries are only known from only one specimen 
(Image 9). 

This does mean that there will be a number 
of entries for incomplete or unclear coins, 
something which is unusual for RIC volumes.  
However, it is essential to include such pieces 
as they can be confirmed or adjusted as new 
discoveries are made. Finally, it is not unusual 
in a particular series that the numbers of coins 
recorded for common Pax types can reach the 
hundreds, emphasising the fact that Pax reverses 
are by far the most common.

In making the draft catalogue for the earlier 
issues of Carausius, there is the thorny issue of 
contemporary copies to contend with (Images 10 
and 11). I tend to give coins the ‘benefit of the 
doubt’ unless they are obviously ‘barbarous’ issues.  
However, this is an area where future scholars 
will need to concentrate further as this volume 
of RIC will not catalogue contemporary copies – 

instead, there will be a summary of the range of 
contemporary copies for each issue after the main 
catalogue.

An overriding principle in this volume 
is to cover as much previous research as 
possible, including notes which explain earlier, 
problematic coins.  This should mean that readers 
will not need to forage extensively through 
earlier volumes, an activity which can be both 
time-consuming and frustrating.  What I hope 
from this volume is a foundation for a whole 
new programme of research into the coinages 
of Carausius and Allectus, based on a much 

Image  7
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more complete and reliable catalogue. It will 
become clear that much earlier interpretation 
of Carausius’ coinage is incorrect because it was 
not based on a comprehensive catalogue.

It has already proven to be a daunting task 
and I am grateful for all the help I have received 
from numerous numismatists, museum curators, 
collectors, dealers / salerooms and finds liaison 
officers in the Portable Antiquities scheme. This 
is truly a team effort that has brought together 
all strands of the numismatic world across 
the globe. I am especially grateful to Richard 
Beleson and Graham Barker, as without their 
financial support to provide me with a deputy, 
I would not have been able to take on this task. 

However, to misquote Marcus Aurelius, ‘it is 
time to stop talking about it, but to get on with 
it’.  I am hoping to have completed my work by 
around 2020.

Abbreviations
BAR British Archaeological Report
BNJ British Numismatic Journal
CHRB Coin Hoards from Roman Britain
JBAA Journal of the British Archaeological 

Association
NC Numismatic Chronicle
PAS Portable Antiquities Scheme
RIC Roman Imperial Coinage
RN Revue Numismatique

Images
Image 1: Image of an apparently unpublished 
coin of Carausius in Maurice Johnson’s Decen-
nium. The label, written in Latin, can be trans-
lated as: ‘Bronze coin of Carausius dug up by 
the plough in the Manor of Spalding by Richard 
Catlyn in 1744. In the collection of John Green, 
MD, Secretary of the S[palding] G[entlemen’s] 
S[ociety] who drew it and gave it to M[aurice] 
J[ohnson]’ (with deepest thanks to Andrew Bur-
nett for his assistance).  © Sam Moorhead and 
Adam Daubney, with kind permission of the 
Spalding Gentlemen’s Society

Image 2: Richborough Roman Fort where 1631 
coins of Carausius and Allectus were found be-
tween 1922 and 1938. © Sam Moorhead

Image 3: Silver denarius of Carausius amongst a 
group of coins from the Frome Hoard. © Porta-
ble Antiquities Scheme

Image 4: Copper alloy radiate CARAVSIVS ET 
FRATRES SVI coin showing Carausius, Di-
ocletian and Maximian, recorded on the PAS 
Database in November 2017: SF-C3EDCC 
(21.17mm diameter) © Portable Antiquities 
Scheme

Image 5: Copper alloy radiate of Diocletian, 
struck by Carausius, CONSERVAT AVGGG, 
Hercules standing.  This coin was illustrated in 
RIC (plate XVIII, no. 13), but vanished until it 
resurfaced in an old collection at Baldwins (Bald-
wins Auction 100, 27 9 2016, Lot 869) (22mm). 
© Baldwins

Image 6: Copper alloy radiate of Carausius, FI-
DES MIL of C Mint, from an old collection in 
Baldwins with a label that records it was in the 
Percy Webb collection and was sold at the Locket 
Sale in 1955 (Sam Moorhead’s image, used with 
kind permission of Baldwins ) (22mm)

Image 7: An unusual silver denarius of Carausius 
with a portrait of later style. Its record on the PAS 
Database (BH-404120) is crucial because the 
coin’s whereabouts is now unknown. © Portable 
Antiquities Scheme (20mm)

Image 8: Gold aureus of Carausius, found in 
Derbyshire in 2007 (2007T709 and PAS DE-
NO-651C91). This unique piece was acquired 
by the British Museum. © Portable Antiquities 
Scheme (20mm)

Image 9: The only known example of a copper 
alloy radiate of Carausius of the SPES PVBLI-
CA type with this obverse legend and mintmark. 
© Spink (Auction 8019, 29 9 2008, Lot 100) 
(22.5mm)

Image 10: A relatively good quality contemporary 
copy of a radiate of Carausius. LVPL-BB669A © 
Portable Antiquities Scheme (23.5mm)

Image 11: Contemporary copies of Allectus 
are relatively rare compared to those of Carau-
sius. YORYM-C92DC0 © Portable Antiquities 
Scheme (23.8mm)

Portable Antiquities and Treasure

c/o Dept of Coins and Medals

British Museum
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The WPSU “Hunger Strike” medals- with dated bars.

Hunger Strike medals, showing obverse and reverse
The medal in its presentation box. This one carries 
two dated bars.

The WPSU medal with the “Holloway” portcullis badge.
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With this year’s centenary of women 
in the UK over the age of 30 being 
given the legal right to vote, it seems 

appropriate that this edition of the Insider looks 
at the cause of women’s suffrage, widely held to 
have been brought to the fore in the days before 
World War One by the activities of the Women’s 
Political and Social Union (WPSU) founded in 
Manchester in October 1903 by Emmeline and 
Christabel Pankhurst; members were referred to 
as ‘Suffragettes’ for the first time in 1906.  But of 
course the cause of ‘votes for women’ in Britain 
can be traced back much further than that - per-
haps to 1792 and Mary Wollstonecraft’s “Vindi-
cation of the Rights of Women” and to associa-
tions active throughout the C19th (necessarily 
supported by men and male politicians) which 
unsuccessfully pressed the issue. And the WPSU 
was by no means the only large-scale organisa-
tion active in the years before the First World 
War, to say nothing of professional groups (like 
the Actresses’ Franchise League) or local asso-
ciations like the Manchester Women’s Suffrage 
Committee, founded in 1903. Other examples 
include the National Central Society for Wom-
en’s Suffrage, the Central Committee of the Na-
tional Society for Women’s Suffrage (post 1888), 
the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Soci-
eties (of which the more militant WPSU was 
an offshoot) and the Women’s Freedom League 
founded in 1907. Many hoped that the power-
ful and reformist Liberal government after 1906 
would support their cause and others put their 
faith in the support of the nascent Independent 
Labour Party and local trade unions.

In fact, Britain was rather slow (for a 
professedly advanced ‘liberal’ country) in 
granting voting rights to women. As early as 
1869, the women of Wyoming (USA) gained the 
right to vote, followed by New Zealand in 1893, 

the new Commonwealth of Australia in 1902, 
Finland in 1907, Norway in 1908 and Denmark 
and Iceland in 1915 and Canada, Germany and 
Poland in 1918 - which is when Britain’s first and 
very limited act for female suffrage was enacted.

Nevertheless, we can be certain that as a result 
of the activities of these suffragist groups and 
their supporters in and out of politics, ‘votes 
for women’ came to have mass support in the 
UK. Marches attracted often huge numbers of 
militant and non-militant supporters, male and 
female, from all walks of life. The Women’s 
Sunday Procession in June 1908, for example, 
attracted more than 300,000 banner-waving 
protesters in London and with an estimated 
membership of 50,000 by 1914, the NUWSS 
was far better supported than the more middle-
class WPSU with perhaps only 5,000.

To publicise their cause - which they did very 
well - the women’s suffrage movement (whether 
the WPSU itself or related organisations) 
produced a wealth of badges, ceramics, 
household wares, medallions, ribbons, sashes, 
posters and souvenirs, all of which are seriously 
collected nowadays and can command high 
prices - albeit that most of them were sold for a 
matter of pence at the time to fund the various 
pro-suffrage activities. Articles of ladies’ clothing 
were also produced in the WPSU suffragette 
colours and even, it is said, ‘unmentionable’ 
items of underwear - which might have shocked 
a non-suffragist husband!

Items like these were sold at rallies or fairs 
for the benefit of the cause and, for the WPSU, 
often incorporated purple, white and green, the 
official colours of the union. These corporate 
colours were revealed for the first time in a 
massive Women’s Sunday Procession and Rally 
in London in 1908. Supporters of the WPSU 
were supposed to wear their badges, sashes and 

A MEDAL FOR  
THE SUFFRAGETTES

Peter Duckers
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hat ribbons to similar protest meetings in which 
many thousands of marchers could turn out in 
cities throughout the UK.

For wealthy supporters, the three WPSU 
suffragette colours could be translated into 
pieces of bespoke jewellery at whatever cost one 
might want to pay. For example, in the Mappin 
and Webb catalogue for Christmas 1908 - 
truly a high-end source - there is a whole page 
dedicated to ‘Suffragette Jewellery’, featuring 
pieces in enamel and gemstones, with brooches 
and pendants in gold set with emeralds, pearls 
and amethysts in the relevant colours and 
costing from £2-£6. The more expensive pieces 
represented almost a week’s wages for a domestic 
servant!

But all that Glistens is not Gold! One problem 
for collectors nowadays is that there is a tendency 
to assume that any piece of jewellery featuring 
these three colours, or with these prominent 
amongst others, must be a visible token of support 
for female suffrage - which clearly may not be 
the case. Nevertheless, such items, even with 
no provable link to ‘the cause’, can be expensive 
purely because of the assumed association. 
Provenance is important with such pieces.

The suffragette acts of militancy by the 
WPSU, from which they drew enormous 
national publicity, are well-known and well-
recorded - from Emily Davison’s fatal attempt to 
stop the King’s horse at Epsom in 1913, to ‘direct 
action’, like attacking works of art in galleries 
(such as the famous axe attack on the ‘Rokeby 
Venus’ in the National Gallery), burning ballot 
boxes and other acts of arson, chaining oneself to 

railings and doors in very public 
positions, heckling at prominent 
political events, throwing ink at 
famous people, window-breaking 
and obstruction incidents at 
Downing Street, the Home 
Office, the Colonial Office, 
Piccadilly Circus etc.

It is common knowledge that 
many of the suffragettes who 
were arrested for their various 
misdemeanours (some seeming 
very slight to modern sensibilities 
and carrying over-extended 
sentences) went on hunger strike 
to increase the publicity value 
drawn out of the circumstances of their initial 
action, arrest, trial and imprisonment. It is 
equally well-known that many of the hunger 
strikers faced the barbaric, physically invasive 
and even dangerous act of force-feeding, 
with prison staff forcibly holding down the 
victim while liquid food (like cocoa or bovril) 
or medicine was forced down their throat 
or through the nose. Force-feeding could be 
repeated throughout the day and over a period 
of many days. It is estimated that the number 
of women who went to prison specifically over 
suffrage was more than 1,000, but many more 
were imprisoned locally under public order 
offences and are not easy to identify. Neither 
do we know exactly how many went on hunger 
strike or were force fed.

This sort of forced treatment received 
very bad publicity at the time and was widely 

An example of the silver “Holloway” badge. A modern reproduction of the portcullis badge.

The famous “Cat and Mouse” 
poster - encouraging voters 
not to vote Liberal after the 
government passed the 1913 
act.
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regarded as cruel and excessive. So many female 
prisoners suffered serious effects from both their 
hunger strike and the physical assault on them 
that the Liberal government responded with one 
of the most unusual (to say the least) pieces of 
legislation ever enacted. The 1913 ‘Prisoners 
(Temporary Discharge for Ill Health) Act’ 
provided that women prisoners could be let out 
on licence to recover their health but would be 
required to present themselves to the authorities, 
once deemed to be recovered, to continue 
their sentences. Many Suffragettes ignored this 
requirement and made strenuous attempts to 
evade re-arrest - hence they could not live at 
home or attend meetings or even be seen in 
public. Not surprisingly, the 1913 Act became 
known as ‘the Cat and Mouse Act’, the Police 
or authorities being the cats and the women 
the mice. In effect, the Act simply created a 
vicious circle, with women whose health was 
damaged being temporarily released from prison 
to recover, only to be returned to prison when 
they were fit enough to complete their sentence. 
There was even a government proposal to certify 
suffragettes and put them in criminal lunatic 
asylums and many were threatened with this 
punishment.

From the collectors’ point of view, one 
interesting response to the bravery shown by 
suffragettes in risking actual imprisonment and 
hunger-strikes and the indignity of force feeding, 
was the production of the well-known (but 
nowadays rare) WPSU ‘Hunger Strike’ medal.

These hall-marked silver medals were first 
presented by the WSPU at a ceremony in 
London early in August 1909 and were given 
to women who had gone on hunger strike while 
serving a prison sentence as punishment for an 
act of suffragette militancy. They were produced 
by Messrs. Toye, the well-known Clerkenwell 
medallists and jewellers (ancestors of the present 
Toye, Kenning and Spencer) who charged £1 
each for them. This is a very far remove from 
their present market value of thousands (or even 
tens of thousands) of pounds each. Associated 
paperwork, ephemera or photographs can 
increase their value considerably, depending on 
the recipient’s fame (or infamy!)

Poster for a Suffragette meeting. The movement was 
very adept at keeping itself in the public eye.

The cover of “The Suffragette” - one of a number of 
suffragist magazines which publicised the cause.
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The medals comprise a silver pin bar engraved 
‘For Valour’, hanging from a length of ribbon 
in the purple, white and green colours of the 
WPSU; these colours, approved by the WPSU 
in 1908, are taken to repesent the ‘purple blood’ 
of royalty said to flow in all our veins, white for 
the purity and dignity of women and green for 
hope - as for a new Spring of political freedom.

They usually carry a silver or a striped enamel 
bar, from which hangs a silver medal with the 
name of the recipient engraved on one side and 
‘Hunger Strike’ on the other. Most militant 
suffragettes adopted a nom de guerre but it is the 
actual name of the recipient which appears on 
the medal.

There is often a top-bar in silver engraved 
with a date denoting the day of the recipient’s 
arrest. The enamelled purple, white and green 
bars are engraved on the reverse with (for 
example) ‘Fed by Force...’ and a date or dates; 
some cover long periods. Many of the known 
medals, such as that worn by Emily Davison, 
carry more than one dated bar, indicating 
multiple arrests and hunger strikes. Eight bars is 
the most recorded.

Each medal was presented in a purple box, 
with a green velvet lining. The lid was lined 
with white silk on which was printed in gold 
: ‘Presented to ..... by the Women’s Social and 

One of many different Suffragette posters - this one showing that 
women (even graduates like the one depicted) shared with criminals 
and lunatics the inability to vote.

Above and below: General support for female voting rights expressed 
in contemporary lapel badges.

Above and below: A ribbon and hat band in the colours of the 
WPSU. Members were encouraged to display badges and the union 
colours on all occasions.
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Political Union in recognition of a gallant action, 
whereby through endurance to the last extremity 
of hunger and hardship a great principle of 
political justice was vindicated’.

A device frequently seen attached to the 
ribbon of these medals (and awarded at the 
time as a simple brooch) is a sliver pin-backed 
badge, featuring the chained portcullis derived 
from the arms of the City of Westminster (and 
hence incorporating in its symbolism the House 
of Commons) on which is superimposed the 
well-known government ‘broad arrow’ symbol 
(enamelled in purple, white and green), as 
used on convict garments and representing 
imprisonment. Described as the ‘Victoria Cross 
of the Union’ it was worn by or presented 
to women who had been imprisoned and is 
often referred to a ‘the Holloway Badge’ after 
that prison; Emmeline Pankhurst is often seen 
wearing one in contemporary photographs. 
Designed by Sylvia Pankhurst, the badge was 
first referred to in the suffragist newspaper 
‘Votes for Women’ on 16th April 1909 and 
first presented to ex-suffragette prisoners at a 
mass demonstration at the Albert Hall on 29 
April 1909. This was held to coincide with the 
meeting in London of the International Woman 
Suffrage Alliance and to honour the sacrifice of 
a large number of ex-WSPU prisoners on the 
platform. The ceremonial presentation to them 
of the first ‘Holloway’ brooches was intended 
to make an international impression. As with 
other WPSU artefacts, original examples (which 
are sometimes named and/or bear the date of 
imprisonment) can fetch large prices but there 
are many modern reproductions on the market.

Not everyone supported the cause - shown here is a badge 
for an opposition group. There was widespread fear among 
politicians and others of the actual effects on the political 
sytem of suddenly enfranchising millions of women.

One of many different types of WPSU lapel badges - now 
avidly sought as collectors’ items.

Brooches publicising the very popular NUWSS; despite its lasting 
fame, the WPSU was far from being the only suffragist society 
pressing for women’s votes. A rally flag of the WPSU.
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The next time you receive a letter, take a 
moment or two to examine the stamp 
on it. Very  often  it will be carrying a 

message. All over the world stamps help to raise 
money for charities, encourage people to vote, 
celebrate Christmas or other religious festivals 
and urge them to pay their taxes.Very rarely do 
they draw attention to a defeat!  In war time 
they were even pressed into service as elements 
of subversion.

Simple forgeries by members of the public 
to defraud the postal authorities  have been in 
evidence almost since stamps were first used in 
1840, but the first serious “propaganda” forgeries 
only began during the first World War. These 
were forged versions of the enemies stamps and 
were intended to convey subversive political 
messages to troops and civilians.

The British Secret Service, probably via the 
famous printing company Thomas De La Rue, 
produced forgeries of Austrian, Bavarian and 
German Empire issues for use by British Secret 
Agents in enemy territory. These were to be 
attached to fake letters containing information 
detrimental to the morale of troops at the front 
and their loved ones at home, these are relatively 
common in mint condition but extremely rare 
when used.

By the second world war, propaganda forgeries 
had become a sophisticated international weapon. 
Both the British and the Americans produced 
separate forgeries of German stamps. The British 
forged the Hindenburg 12pf., Hitler Head 3pf., 
4pf., 6pf., 8pf. and the Field Post admission 
stamp.  The intention was that Fake German 
mail bags were to be filled with propaganda 
letters – names and addresses supplied from pre-
war telephone directories – and dropped from 
bombers after raids on mail carrying trains, in 
the hope that the bags would be innocently 

gathered up with the other salvaged mail and 
distributed by the German Postal authorities. 
Just imagine being a German factory worker, 
sitting down to eat your breakfast, reading your 
morning post, part of which turned out to be 
allied propaganda. Unsurprisingly the Allies gave 
this the code name “Operation Cornflakes”.

The British also supplied excellent forgeries of 
then current stamps to the French underground. 
How satisfying would it have been for the 
German controlled French Post Office to 
be made to bear the cost of delivering huge 
quantities of British Propaganda!

There were other forgeries which were not 
intended to pass unnoticed in the post. One 
example is the stamp with Hitler’s head replaced 
by that of Heinrich Himmler, the head of the 
notorious Gestapo. The aim was to spread the 
idea the Hitler had been deposed or killed and 
the Himmler had succeeded as head of state; an 
unpleasant prospect for the ordinary German 
citizens.

The Germans approached the idea of using 
stamps as propaganda from a different angles.

The Gestapo was in charge of counter 
espionage and produced high quality forged 
documents at its printing shop in the 
Sachsenhausen concentration camp, staffed by 
imprisoned former printers and forgers.

Unlike the British Forgeries these German 
forgeries were not intended to be used on letters 
by agents in England, their use was intended to 
be purely political and it is thought that they 
were largely distributed through the German 
Embassy in Stockholm.  

The British 1935 special issue commemorating 
the 1935 Silver Jubilee of King George V, was 
forged with the Kings head substituted by that 
of Joseph Stalin and the inscription was changed 
from “SILVER JUBILEE/HALFPENNY” 

STAMPS GO TO WAR

Dominic Savastano
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instructions not to alter the profile of George VI; 
perhaps Himmler was anxious not to provoke 
the British into making grotesque images of 
Hitler, as the Americans did with their forgeries 
showing Hillers Skull and the inscription 
“FUTCHES REICH” (Finished Empire) 
replacing “DEUTSCHES REICH”.

There are lots of others, the Russians 
produced forgeries of German postal stationery 
cards with propaganda messages.

When the fighting finished with the end 
of the second world war, the propaganda war 
continued. The West Germans produced 
forgeries of current East German stamps and the 
East Germans objected to various West German 
issues.

Propaganda end espionage forgeries are 
popular collectors’ items today, but beware! 
Forgeries of the Forgeries exist!

to “THIS IS A/JEWISH WAR”. The star of 
David and the hammer and sickle were also 
incorporated into the design. Similarly the 
1937 Coronation stamp of King George VI and 
Queen Elizabeth was forged and showed the 
Queen’s head replaced by that of Stalin.

There was also the series of six low value 
George VI definitive stamps from the ½d. to 
the 3d., these showed the Russian symbol of a 
hammer and sickle in the upper left rose, the 
Star of David replacing the cross on the Crown 
and a stylised hammer and sickle replacing the 
“d” in the value. 

These were also overprinted with the names 
of fourteen different  British “Lost Colonies” 
for the “Liquidation of the Empire” series, 
most of these are relatively common, about 400 
sets for each colony having been overprinted. 
Another series of overprints drew attention to 
a variety of Allied Bombing errors, “Cathedral 
of Rouen”, “Castelle Candolfo” (Castello 
Gandolfo), “Monte Cassino”, “Schaffhausen”, 
“San Marino”, “Cathedral of Cologne”. These 
are all hard to find with only about 30 sets of 
each produced.  A further  series of overprints 
drew attention of “Extremes of World Politics” 
with “World Bolshevism”, World Capitalism”, 
World Judaism”, “Bluff Charta” (sic), “Empires 
Liquidation at Teheran” and “World Slavery”, 
again only about 30 sets were produced.  The 
final series of overprints, called “Invasion” 
featured overprints hoping to undermine the 
Allied invasion of Europe  with “But who will 
return”, “On Order of Stalin”, “England bleeds 
on the order of Moscow”, “Come on – Germany 
expects you”, “England has lost the war” and “A 
military adventure”, all of these are extremely rare 
with no more than six of each being produced, 
the last set thought to be unique!

The German designers were under strict 
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In the grand sweep of events in the years 1914 
to 1919 the story of the 11th Service Battal-
ion, South Lancashire Regiment (St Helens 

Pioneers) makes a modest contribution to the 
total. From a paper money perspective it is how-
ever of great interest because this battalion de-
cided to issue its own paper currency in the form 
of ‘Regimental Tokens’ payable in their canteen. 
This may even have been unique in the British 
Army and certainly there are very few records of 
other such issues and none engraved to the stan-
dard seen here.

The 11th Service Battalion, otherwise known 
as the St Helens Pals, was formed in September 
1914 following a public meeting held by Edward 
Stanley, the 17th Earl of Derby, at the Theatre 
Royal in St Helens. Lord Derby, later appointed 
the Secretary of State for War under Lloyd 
George, played an important role in raising new 
troops in Lancashire and went on to raise several 
more ‘Pals’ battalions. In 1928 he became Lord 
Lieutenant of Lancashire and served in that 
capacity until his death in 1948.

The South Lancashire Regiment itself had 
been formed in 1881 as a result of the Cardwell 
reforms of the British Army. Based at Peninsula 
Barracks, Warrington, the Regiment initially 
consisted of two battalions, with the 1st formed 
from the former 40th Regiment of Foot, and 
the 2nd from the former 82nd (Prince of Wales’s 
Volunteers), whose title they adopted. This 
accounts for the presence of the Prince of Wales’ 
feathers on the notes. The Regiment recruited 
primarily from the Warrington and St Helens 
areas. During World War I it expanded to a 
total strength of 21 battalions and served on the 
Western Front, at Gallipoli, and in Macedonia, 
Egypt, Mesopotamia and India. They suffered 
over 5,000 casualties and four members of the 
Regiment were awarded the Victoria Cross.

The ‘Pals’ battalions
The ‘Pals’ battalions were a relatively short-lived 
phenomenon of the First World War, created in 
the belief that volunteer recruitment would be 
quicker and easier if men knew they would be 
serving alongside friends, neighbours or work 
colleagues. Collectively, these many thousands 
of volunteers were part of Kitchener’s Army but 
sadly many of the battalions suffered heavy ca-
sualties during the war, especially in the Somme 
offensives of 1916. 

One notorious example was the 11th Service 
Battalion of the East Lancashire Regiment, the 
Accrington Pals, of whom 235 were killed and 
350 wounded within the space of twenty minutes 
in a fruitless assault on the village of Serre. In 
another episode, the Sheffield City Battalion 
(12th York and Lancaster Regiment) lost 495 
dead and wounded in a single day. It is almost 
impossible to imagine the devastating effects 
these mass casualties had on the communities, 
workplaces and sports clubs from which they had 
been recruited. From March 1916 nationwide 
conscription was introduced and the ‘Pals’ 
experiment came to an end.

Lt-Col Sir John Lane Harrington
Standard army practice was to appoint a Lieu-
tenant-Colonel as Battalion Commander. The 
first such appointment to the 11th Battalion was 
Lt-Col John Arnold Cuthbert Quilter, on 1st 
September 1914 though he was soon replaced 
in November the same year by Lt-Col Alfred 
George Pawle. Pawle was invalided out and re-
placed on 8th February 1915 by Lt-Col Sir John 
Lane Harrington. It is Harrington’s signature 
that appears on all the tokens issued by the 11th 
Battalion and thus dates their time of prepara-
tion to February 1915 at the earliest. Harrington 
was replaced by Lt-Col Herbert Francis Fenn in 

Jonathan Callaway 
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May 1916, though the tokens could well have 
stayed in use for some time thereafter.

It is worth looking more closely at the 
interesting life and career of John Lane 
Harrington (1865-1927) even if too much is 
still shrouded in mystery. After attending 
the famous Jesuit boarding school 
Stonyhurst College in Lancashire, 
this son of a member of the Royal 
College of Surgeons entered the 
army in 1884 at the age of 19. 
His first mention in the London 
Gazette is in June 1888 when a 
Sergeant John Lane Harrington 
from the Princess Victoria’s (Royal 
Irish Fusiliers) is promoted to 
Second Lieutenant with the Duke 
of Cambridge’s Own (Middlesex 
Regiment). Surprisingly, given 
his background and schooling, he 
seems not to have started his army career as a 
commissioned officer.

His next mention is in May 1891 when he 
was promoted from Second Lieutenant in the 
Middlesex Regiment to a full Lieutenant in 
the Indian Army. In April 1895 Lieutenant 
Harrington is recorded as having been appointed 
British Vice-Consul in the small port town of 
Zaila on the Gulf of Aden (modern-day Seylac 
in Somalia) after France and Britain had defined 
the borders between their spheres of interest in 

that part of the east African littoral. While there 
he had obviously met and managed to impress 
the Emperor Menelek II of Ethiopia and in 
August 1897 Lt Harrington is recorded in the 

London Gazette as having been authorised 
by Queen Victoria to wear the Insignia 

of the Order of the Star of Ethiopia 
(Third Class). 

In February 1898 Lt 
Harrington was appointed Her 
Majesty’s Agent at the Court 
of His Majesty the Emperor 
(King of Kings) Menelek II of 
Ethiopia and in June 1899 he 

was promoted from Lieutenant 
to Captain. By October 1900 he 

had been promoted to Lieutenant-
Colonel and appointed Consul-
General in Addis Ababa. 

A number of honours followed, including 
KCVO (Knight Commander of the Royal 
Victorian Order, awarded personally by the 
monarch) and Companion of the Order of 
the Bath (in 1902). In 1903, as Sir John Lane 
Harrington, he was awarded the splendid title of 
His Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary at Addis Ababa. It is during 
his eleven years in Ethiopia that he came to be 
a signatory of the 1902 treaty between Great 
Britain and Ethiopia settling the border between 

 Lt-Col John Lane Harrington
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Anglo-Egyptian Sudan and Ethiopia. He also 
co-signed an annex to this treaty with Major 
Federico Ciccodicola, the representative of the 
Italian King Victor Emmanuel III, modifying 
the border between Ethiopia and Italian Eritrea. 

In 1903 he personally led an expedition to 
the border region between Sudan and Ethiopia 
accompanied by the zoologist Charles Singer 
who discovered a new type of rat – and named 
it after Sir John! His name lives on through 
Harrington’s Rat (desmomys harringtoni). Not 
content with that, in 1906 Singer named a newly 
discovered gerbil after him too, Harrington’s 
Gerbil (taterillus harringtoni). 

In 1907 Harrington married Amy, the 
daughter of the US Senator James McMillan 
(Republican, Michigan) who had died in 1902.

Treaty-signing and rat-naming appear to be 
his main claims to fame during this phase of his 
career and in March 1909 he formally retired 
from the Indian Army at the relatively young 
age of 45. In June 1909 the London Gazette 
records him, now as a Major (possibly due to the 

British Army view that Indian Army ranks were 
not quite equivalent) being awarded the honour 
of KCMG (Knight Commander of the Order of 
St Michael & St George).

In 1910 he contested the parliamentary seat 
of Crewe, Cheshire, as a Conservative but lost 
to the Liberal candidate. There is no further 
mention of him until his appointment to the 
11th Battalion in 1915.

Following the war Sir John Harrington 
became President of the Stonyhurst Association 
and settled in The Hyde, a small country house 
at East Hyde, close to the Luton Hoo estate in 
Bedfordshire, whose Victorian walled garden is 
now on the National Garden Society’s national 
register (though not open to the public). He was 
appointed a sheriff of the County of Bedfordshire 
in November 1923 but later moved to Brunswick 
Terrace, on the seafront in Hove, East Sussex, 
where he died on 8th September 1927.

11th Battalion in France 1915 to 1919
After the initial flood of recruits was absorbed 
from September 1914, the 11th Battalion quickly 
reached full strength of 1,000 men and was sent 
for training at camps in Bangor, North Wales, 
Grantham, Lincolnshire and Larkhill, Wiltshire.

Harrington took command of the Battalion 
in February 1915 so it was in all likelihood 
during the early months of his posting that he 
found sufficient time (and funds) to order the 
canteen tokens for use when the battalion was 
eventually deployed to France. This took place 
on 8th November 1915 when 1,009 men of 
the battalion embarked on the paddle steamer 
Mona’s Queen, chartered by the War Department 
from the Isle of Man Steam Packet Company, to 
sail to Le Havre.

They advanced to Flesselles, from where A 
and B Companies proceeded to Mailly Maillet 
with instructions to prepare trenches while C and 
D Companies proceeded to Berneuil. All three 
villages were in the rolling countryside between 
the Somme and the Authie valleys, not far from 
Amiens. Soldiers of the 11th Battalion first came 
under fire on 14th December 1915 when two 
were killed by enemy snipers. A further soldier 
died of alcohol poisoning while on guard duty 
at Berneuil, resulting in one other being arrested 
and sent for court martial.
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While near Froissy to the south of Amiens 
in January 1916 they came under constant 
shell fire and suffered further casualties. They 
moved to Bray-sur-Somme, east of Amiens and 
a river crossing, and undertook defensive duties 
and trench digging in villages in the immediate 
area. In March 1916 Lt-Col Harrington was 
declared sick and had to leave the battalion for 
a period of rest. He returned after three weeks 
but was taken ill again in May and went back 
to England on sick leave. He was replaced as 
Battalion Commandant on 26th May 1916 but 
seems to have recovered enough to be appointed 
Commandant of XIII Corps, with whom he was 
mentioned in despatches as a result of action at 
Audruicq on 25th May 1916. He was wounded 
later that year and may have been invalided out 
of the army at that point as there is no further 
mention of him.

The Battalion did go on in 1916 to see 
more serious action on the Western Front when 
they took part in the Somme offensive and 
participated in the capture of Montauban, close 
to the battalion HQ at Bray. In 1917 they saw 
action further north at Arras and at Messines 
(Mesen) and Passchendaele in Belgian Flanders, 
taking part in the pursuit of the German retreat 
to the Hindenburg Line, the Arras Offensive and 
the Battle of Pilkem Ridge. 

In March 1918 they suffered very heavy losses 
during the German Spring Offensive while in 
action on the Somme and in the Battles of the 
Lys. The 11th Battalion was effectively destroyed 
when the German attack cost over 400 men 
killed, wounded or missing in action – in total 
some 40% of the entire complement of the St 
Helens Pals. During this action one member of 
the 11th earned the Victoria Cross: on 24th March 
at Eppeville Corporal John Thomas Davies “kept 
his Lewis gun in action to the last, causing the 
enemy many casualties and checking their advance 
while his doubly-outflanked company withdrew 
through a deep stream choked with barbed wire”. 
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Corporal Lewis was one of only four men in 
the wartime history of the South Lancashire 
Regiment to earn a VC and his medal can today 
be seen in the Imperial War Museum in London.

The losses sustained by the 11th in March 1918 
were grievous for a Pals Battalion and on 15th May 
it was reduced to cadre strength to focus on training 
newly arrived Americans. Most of the survivors 
were transferred to the 19th Lancashire Fusiliers. 
On 3rd July the battalion was brought back up to 
strength by absorbing the 18th South Lancashires 
and they returned to France as Pioneers with 25th 
Division and saw action in the Final Advance in 
Picardy. The battalion ended the war at Maroiles, 
near Landrecies and east of Amiens. For all their 
many moves, they ended up not that far their first 
posting. The 588 men remaining in the battalion 
were demobilised in January 1919. 

The Regimental Tokens
All too little is known about the tokens them-
selves. Enquiries at the Imperial War Museum 
and the Lancashire Infantry Museum have come 
up blank and while the author of the official his-
tory of the 11th Battalion, David Risley, is aware of 
them, he has found no record of when they were 
ordered or how and when they were put into use.

It is however possible to speculate on why 
such paper tokens were issued. They state on 
the front that they are ‘Regimental Tokens’ but 
were clearly issued only by the 11th Battalion. 
They were not, it seems, intended for use by 
the regiment’s other battalions. On the reverse it 
states that they were valid only in the regimental 
canteen. They were of course denominated in 
French Francs so they were clearly prepared 
after the 11th Battalion knew it was heading for 
France and not further afield to one of the other 
war theatres other South Lancashire battalions 
were despatched to. The likelihood is that Lt-
Col Harrington himself decided such tokens 
were needed and ordered them himself from the 
famous old printers and engravers, Waterlow & 
Sons Limited. Maybe he paid for them out of 

his own funds? It has been said that some of the 
‘richer’ regiments did prepare their own tokens 
though none, it seems, as well engraved as these 
and none, as far as can be confirmed, carrying 
the issuing battalion’s name.

How were they used? Again, one must 
speculate. If based in a larger town rather than 
one of the many smaller villages where the 11th 
Battalion was from time to time billeted, then 
the regiment might have reached an agreement 
with the town’s mayor for the tokens to be used 
for purchasing goods. Otherwise they might 
have been distributed to the men who could 
only have used them in their canteen.

The five denominations have a common 
design and are differentiated only by colour. 
The main feature of the notes is the emblem of 
the Prince of Wales feathers and motto. Issue 
numbers seem to have been very low and the 
highest serial numbers recorded are as follows:

5 Centimes (green): 905
10 Centimes (red): 601
25 Centimes (purple): 424
50 Centimes (blue): 424
1 Franc (brown): 500
These tokens remain a rare and unusual 

example of a unit of the British Army designing 
and issuing its own money. 

Should readers have any further information 
on them, or have examples of similar such issues 
from the First World War, the author would be 
very keen to receive details.
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Left to right: General Eisenhower 
and Nelson Mandela, 

Forthcoming exhibition and sale of sculptures of leading  
figures of the 20th century at Spink, Summer 2018
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“went on to train in Edinburgh, that ‘mod-
ern Athens and city of Adam Smith and 
David Hume’ and then in Florence power 
house of the Renaissance, centre of Human-
ism ….It comes as no surprise that Cregeen’s 
primary interest as an artist is the study of 
man, whether by means of the portrait or the 
full figure…..”. 

Sherban Cantacuzino CBE FSA

Graduating from Edinburgh University 
in 1976 with a master’s degree and Master of 
Philosophy, and having also concurrently taken a 
special course in sculpture at Edinburgh College 
of Art, he moved to Florence where he studied 
at the Accademia di Belle Arte and the Scoula 
Libera del Nuodo. 

Returning to London over a period of a 
number of years he collaborated with London’s 
leading contemporary dance company, Ballet 
Rambert. In 1980 he was commissioned by 
former Dutch Resistance to sculpt a posthumous 
portrait of Wing Commander Guy Gibson, 
commander of ‘the Dam Busters’ who was shot 
down over Holland in 1944.

Cregeen’s first major solo exhibition, based 
on his time with Ballet Rambert, was at The 
Mannanan Festival of The Arts in 1981, 
followed by Edinburgh International Festival. In 
1982 Cregeen won the Grolla d’Oro in Treviso, 
Venice, for a sculpture inspired by the Chosen 
Maiden’s last solo in Ballet Rambert’s revival of 
the Stravinski Ballet ‘The Rite of Spring’. This 
sculpture is conceptually central to his work. 
It has evolved over the years and expressed in 
increasingly abstract and elemental form.

In I983 the late Dr Arthur M Sackler 
commissioned Cregeen to sculpt portraits of 

Tim Robson

Spink will host an exhibition of the work 
of David Cregeen at Southampton Row in 
the Spring of 2018 at which a number of 

his heads sculpted in limited editions, as well as 
original drawings will be available to view and 
purchase. The heads all represent leading figures 
of the 20th century across all genres.

David Cregeen is British of English, Manx 
and Scottish extraction; a member of an 
academic and artistic family his paternal uncle 
the Oral Historian Eric R. Cregeen, his aunt 
the playwright and archeologist Sheila Cregeen, 
while his maternal grandmother, a painter, was 
first cousin to the 20th century English composer 

of sacred music Dr. Herbert 
Howells. 

Early in his career the 
great American art collector 
Dr. Arthur M. Sackler com-
missioned him to undertake 
the sculptural project ‘Faces 
in History’. 

His work, expressionism, 
‘evolves from the European 
classical tradition ---and 

there is clearly an intellectual bias which emerges 
in his subject matter through the course of his 
development. 

(His) intellectual grasp of psychology and his 
deep sense of humanity come together in his 
figural sculptures and in his portrait heads.--- 
They manifest what the Chinese call ‘chi’ or life’s 
breath in a work of art and what Indians refer to 
as ‘prana’or ‘inner breath’.

Lois Katz, Curator of the Arthur M Sackler 
Collections New York. 

‘DAVID CREGEEN SCULPTURE’ 
Retrospective Exhibition 1981-1988’

Educated in England, Canada and Scotland, 
David Cregeen 

FACES FROM HISTORY:
 DAVID CREGEEN AT SPINK

“His intellectual grasp of 
psychology and his deep 
sense of humanity come 
together in his figural 
sculptures”
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himself and his wife Jillian Sackler. His first solo 
exhibition in the US was at the Addison Ripley 
Gallery, Washington DC which featured the 
portrait head of Dr Sackler now at the National 
Portrait Gallery. Washinton DC. In 1986 he took 
part in the Greater London Council sponsored 
exhibition Humanism in Contemporary 
British Sculpture. 

During this decade he spent much time 
in New York when his connection with the 
Sackler Foundation was consolidated with Dr 
Sackler inviting him to undertake the project 
Faces in History: a series of 20 portrait heads of 
leading personalities of our time. Some of those 
Cregeen has sculpted from life for this project 
have been Queen Elizabeth II as Head of The 
Commonwealth; President Nelson Mandela; 
Pope John Paul II; President Gorbachev, British 
Prime Minister Lady Thatcher, Professor Stephen 
Hawking and leading Turkish businessman, 
philanthropist and art collector, Sakip Sabanci. 
The collection, Faces in History, is now being 
catalogued and curated by the late Dr Sackler’s 
former curator Lois Katz, for its opening in the US 

and subsequent international touring exhibition. 
In 1990 he was commissioned by The 

Honorary Society of The Middle Temple to 
sculpt a bust of Queen Elizabeth The Queen 
Mother. Several years later he sculpted The 
Prince of Wales for The Queen Mother. Amongst 
those many other portraits he has sculpted from 
life are: King Michael and Queen Anne of 
Romania and the Crown Princess of Romania, 
The Duchess of Cornwall, Sir Crispin Tickell, 
Sherban Cantacuzino, Sir John Gielgud, British 
actress Lindsay Duncan, Greek Tenor Mario 
Frangoulis and film director John Schlesinger. 

Cregeen has also sculpted some of Turkey’s 
leading personalities and family members 
including the late President Turhut Ozal, Omer 
Koc, Ayhan Sahenk, Emir Suren, Duriye Pekin 
and Fatma Sen. In 1997 he was commissioned 
to undertake a portrait in bronze of the leading 
Turkish businessman, philanthropist and art 
collector Sakip Sabanci. The finished bust was 
for The Sakip Sabanci Museum. Some years 
later he sculpted his brother Erol Sabanci for 
the Sabanci Holding company’s headquarters in 

Presentation to Pope John 
Paul II
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Istanbul and in 2007 he completed a memorial 
to the Sabanci family which is now placed in the 
museum gardens overlooking the Bosphorus, 
Istanbul.

In 2006 his solo exhibition at The 
Royal Commonwealth Society, London, to 
commemorate The Golden Jubilee of Queen 
Elizabeth II, was viewed by the Queen. Later 
the same year he travelled to Nigeria to sculpt 
President Olusegun Obasanju and in 2010 he 
took part in Istanbul European City of Culture 
creating a sculpture to commemorate the city.

“Firing the imagination for many of his 
works and reflective of the inalienable human 
spirit coming through the ages this environment 
is a key to the ethos of Cregeen’s work with such 
earlier pieces as ‘Rockman’, ‘The Chosen Maiden’ 
and ‘After Newton Don’ anticipating his later 
Anatolian sculptures. At the heart of Cregeen’s 
sculpture is a sense of movement and their being 
integral with Nature”. 

Professor Patrick Horsbrugh FRSA FRGS 
Cregeen has had over 30 solo exhibitions world-
wide. His work is found in many public and 
private collections including:

The Royal Collection, London; The 
National Portrait Gallery, Washington DC; 
The Arthur M Sackler Collections New York; 
The British Commonwealth, Secretariat, 
London; Middle Temple, London; The Sakip 
Sabanci Museum Istanbul; Haci Omer Sabanci 
Holdings, Istanbul; The collections of: Barclays 
Bank PLC; Banque PNB Paribas; Garanti 
Bankasi; The Ziraat Bankasi, The Universities 
of Edinburgh, Harvard and Bucharest; and the 
private collections of The Prince of Wales, King 
Michael of Romania, Prince Al-Waleed of Saudi 
Arabia, The Rt Hon and Mrs Tony Blair, The Rt 
Hon John Whitehead, Mukesh Ambani, John J. 
Studzinski, Cigdem Simavi, Ahmet and Duriye 
Pekin, Mehmet Sen, Dr Moira Simmons and 
Faruk and Hatice Suren. 

“As a master of the plastic mode of sculpture 
David Cregeen is primarily interested in the vital 
quality and meaning of his subject”

Lois Katz, Former Curator of the Arthur M 
Sackler Collections New York,  

DAVID CREGEEN SCULPTURE 1999. 
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Members of the team of National Bank of Scotland “clerkesses” who hand signed their notes from September 1917.
Unfortunately the individuals are not identified.  We assume the older woman in black (centre of top row) was their supervisor.

78 SPRING 2018 



When the Clydesdale Bank released 
new £20 notes in 2015 bearing the 
signature of Debbie Crosbie, Chief 

Operating Officer, they were heralded as the first 
Scottish notes to be signed by a female.  A good 
story, if true, but Dave Murphy and I, currently 
co-authoring our comprehensive catalogue and 
history Paper Money of Scotland, knew differently.  
Our researches had unearthed some interesting 
facts about the use of female employees during 
the First World War, in particular at the National 
Bank of Scotland.

During that war, ever more male staff were 
called up to serve in the nation’s armed forces, 
leaving behind unfilled civilian jobs right across 
the economy.  Banks, conservative to a fault in 
those days, had been very reluctant to employ 
females at all, but were forced by circumstances 
to contemplate using representatives of the other 
half of the population.  

Was this the very first time?  No, according to 
S G Checkland in Scottish Banking – A History, 
that was one Eleonora Hog, the 23 year old 
daughter of Walter Hog, the manager of the 
British Linen Company (a bank, despite the 
misleading name) who was employed as a Day 
Book Clerk in 1785.

But she was the only recorded female 
employee of a Scottish bank until 1914.  In that 
year, with male staff steadily disappearing off to 
war (although with guarantees of their old job 
back when they returned), banks reluctantly 
and cautiously began to offer jobs on a strictly 
temporary basis to ‘lady clerks’ or ‘clerkesses’.  
Most started on £50 per annum, more if in the 
bank’s London office, and more as the war wore 
on.  By the end they were on closer to £70 or 
£80 p.a.  This rate was however still lower than a 
male clerk’s full pay.  The men were kept on the 
payroll throughout the war, even though many 

of them were reduced to half pay after 1915.  
After the war, some female staff were kept on 
and most banks finally took the next logical step 
and offered them the opportunity to become 
permanent members of staff.

All eight of the Scottish note issuing banks 
took on temporary female staff but only one of 
them authorised them to sign their banknotes.  
It was the National Bank of Scotland who first 
authorised certain female staff in their Head 
Office at 42 St Andrew Square in Edinburgh 
to sign their £1 notes.  This took place on 20th 
September 1917 and 19 female staff were selected 
for this important if tedious and repetitive task.  
The Director’s Minute Book reads as follows: 

Authority was given for the following 
women clerks of the Head Office Staff to 
sign £1 Notes “p. Accountant”: -  
C. Allan  

K.C. Mackie  
V.M. Andrews  
M.Y. Macpherson
E.M. Brymer  
C.J. Matheson  
E. Craig  
E.H. Rodger
E.A.S. Donaldson 
M.D. Smith  
E. Fraser  
C.S. Strachan
E.R. Geddis  
A. Thomson  
E.M. Laing  
I.C. Tomison
A.J. McDowall  
M.S.H. Waddell 
S.R. McIntyre
(Names given in the order in which they 

appear in the minute).
On 13th June 1918 three more female staff 

SCOTLAND’S FIRST FEMALE 
BANKNOTE SIGNATORIES

Jonathan Callaway
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Although not referred to in the minutes a 
few £5 notes have been logged with female hand 
signatures.  No doubt there are more and it 
cannot be excluded that female staff also got to 
sign £20 and even £100 notes.

In May 1920 the Board decided to have 
both signatures printed on the £1 notes so this 
short period of banking history came to an end 
(though £5 notes continued to have at least one 
hand signature until 1936).  There is no record 
of any other female signatories in Scotland until 
Ms Crosbie in 2015.

Acknowledgements
My thanks especially to my co-author Dave 

Murphy for having first unearthed the story of 
the female signatories.

joined their ranks, this time with the Minute 
Book recording their first names:

Kathleen Duncan 
Helen Stirling  
Mary Rutherford
The first notes to be signed by female staff 

were dated 11th November 1916, these being 
notes already in stock but still unsigned.  Their 
signatures can be found on a total of six dates 
of this issue including 15th May 1917, 12th 
November 1917, 15th May 1918, 15th May 
1919 and 11th November 1919.  It is not known 
how many notes the clerkesses actually signed 
but total issuance in the years in question was 
around 1,500,000 and sightings by collectors 
suggest they signed maybe half of these.

A £1 note dated 15th May 1918 signed by Miss C Allan
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To many British people, “the Russian 
War” of 1854-56 is remembered, if at 
all, as simply “the Crimean War” and 

is at least familiar for the “Charge of the Light 
Brigade” or the work of Florence Nightingale. 
However, we have lost sight of the fact that “the 
Crimean War” was, for Britain, only a small 
part of a much wider war. The British army’s 
presence on the Crimean peninsula was really as 
an ally supporting French land forces and both 
were fighting alongside Turkish armies striving 
to defend the Ottoman Empire against Russian 
encroachments.

As far as the British authorities were 
concerned, the war against Russia would be 
primarily a naval affair  - as befitted a great sea 
power - and as a result Britain waged a series of 
naval campaigns around the world, striking at 
any point where the great Russian Empire was 
vulnerable to attack. Elements of the French 
imperial navy served alongside the Royal Navy, 
but very much in a subordinate role. The 
result in 1854 and 1855 was a series of naval 
operations in the Pacific and to the far north in 
the White Sea, two major naval campaigns in the 
Baltic in 1854 and 1855, operations around the 
coast of the Black Sea (apart from the routine 
movement by sea of troops and supplies) and, 
most significantly, a highly successful campaign 
in the Sea of Azoff (or Azov) in the summer and 
autumn of 1855. These naval operations have 
been largely forgotten in the face of the land 
campaign in the Crimea.

The Sea of Azoff lies to the north east of the 
Black Sea and is connected to it only by the 
narrow Straits of Kertch and Yenikale. Extending 
for about 90 miles north to south and 190 east 
to west, it is notoriously one of the shallowest 
seas on earth, the water only a few feet deep in 
most places, but it was nevertheless an important 

supply line for Russian forces, allowing the 
passage of men, materiel and supplies from 
other parts of the Russian Empire to the forces 
in the Caucasus and Crimea. All around the 
sea were fishing villages, farms, small ship yards 
and ports whose supplies of food and goods, 
especially fish, hay, grain, tar and timber, were 
of great importance to the Russian war effort. 
Its most important port was Rostock, but coastal 
towns like Azov, Taganrog, Mariaupol, Gheisk, 
Genitichi and Berdiansk were also locally 
significant as ports and producers of foodstuffs.

While the land campaign “before Sebastopol” 
was being waged in the winter of 1854 and the 
summer of 1855, early consideration was given 
to an attack on the ports of the Sea of Azoff. 
However, not until May 1855, when the siege 
of Sebastopol seemed to settling into something 
of a stalemate, was a serious expedition launched 
into the Sea. A large-scale Anglo-French naval 
force was ordered into the Straits of Kertch, 
carrying French and British troops intended to 
seize the major towns of Kertch and Yenikale, 
which they quickly and easily did; the Russians 
offered hardly any resistance and chose instead 
to destroy their fortifications and retreat inland.

The large warship fleet and its landing parties 
having secured the access point to the Sea, it was 
now time to unleash the squadron which was to 
operate within its shores throughout the summer 
of 1855. Because the Sea of Azoff is so shallow - 
especially around its actual coastline - no major 
British warships could operate within its limits. 
Therefore, a powerful squadron of smaller screw 
and paddle-steamers, “gunboats” requiring 
less depth of water, was sent into the Sea. 
This “flying squadron” initially comprised the 
Miranda, Vesuvius, Stromboli, Medina, Ardent, 
Arrow, Beagle, Lynx, Snake, Swallow, Viper, 
Wrangler and Curlew, with five French steamers 

Peter Duckers

Top: The Sea of Azoff.

Centre Left: Captain 
Edmund Lyons, first 
commander of the Azoff 
squadron.

Centre Right: Captain 
Sherard Osborn, second 
commander of the Azoff 
squadron.

Bottom: Allied warships 
off Kertch during the 
seizure of the Straits.

IN THE SEA OF AZOFF:
A NAVAL CAMPAIGN  

AGAINST RUSSIA, 1855
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in support. Their commander was the dynamic 
Captain Edmund Mowbray Lyons - the son of 
the commander of the British fleet in the Black 
Sea - and already well-known for his exploits in 
HMS Miranda around Kola in the White Sea. 
Because these were smaller warships with small 
crews, many of their commanders were young 
men, often no more than Lieutenants, anxious 
to make a name for themselves and given 
considerable opportunity to show their powers 
of initiative and command. It was cynically 
said of them that they were perhaps rather too 
anxious to get their names “mentioned” in 
dispatches and earn their promotion!

Between May and November 1855, these 
allied warships, sometimes in ones and twos 
and sometimes acting together in larger groups, 
simply wrought havoc along the coasts of the 
Sea of Azoff. They quickly halted all seaborne 
trade and fishing within the Sea, stopping and 
seizing any Russian vessels running between the 
coastal towns. In just three days of patrolling - 
the very first days of the allied invasion of the 
Sea – Lyons’ ships destroyed over two hundred 
enemy vessels, ninety on 29th May alone. The 
small Russian warship squadron at Kertch fled 
into the Sea, where it was scuttled and the 
Russian “Azov Squadron” never ventured to 
sea to challenge what then happened. All along 
the coast the major towns were “visited” - some 
of them repeatedly over the summer months 
- and anything deemed to be a worthy target 
lying along the shore was attacked and (usually) 
destroyed.

The raids took on a familiar format - a ship’s 
cutter would be sent under flag of truce to the 
target town and request that all government 
property be destroyed or handed over. When 
the request was refused (as it usually was) the 
warships shelled the local target (where they 
could get close enough, such was the shallow 
depth and danger of sandbanks), then landing 
parties of sailors and marines were sent ashore 
in the ships’ boats and a large-scale destruction 
of property began. It was always emphasised that 
Russian government property was the target and 
that private property would not be destroyed - 
but inevitably the distinction between the two 

HMS Wrangler - typical of the small screw gunboats deployed in the Sea of Azoff.

The paddle-steamer HMS Recruit

Fort Arabat - the biggest and strongest of the Azoff forts
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was not often very clear. In some instances, and 
repeatedly, stores of grain, hay and fish, fishing 
boats, tackle and shipyards lying for miles along 
the coast were burned. In one action, supplies 
of hay extending for four miles along the shore 
were burned by one landing party.

Sometimes the enemy fought back - as at 
Genitchi on 29th May and at Gheisk, near the 
eastern end of the sea on the 3rd November. In 
the latter, leaving the Vesuvius, Weser, Curlew 
and Ardent standing offshore, the commander 
entered the bay with Recruit, Boxer, Cracker 
and Clinker and some of the other  ships’ boats 
and in quick time he burned stacks of newly-
harvested corn, hay and fuel; in this, as on other 
occasions the ships fired “carcasses” – incendiary 
shells – into corn ricks lying near the shore and 
stretching for a distance of miles around Vodina 
and Glofira. The quantities were immense and as 
they were guarded by Cossacks and infantry the 
burning did not take place without a fight. A new 
entrenchment, designed to defend the town, was 
also shelled during the operations. Remarkably 
enough, allied casualties were negligible - no 
British or French sailors or marines were killed 
in any of the actions and few were wounded.

The most serious loss in terms of personnel 
was that of the original commanding officer, 
Captain Lyons. With HMS Miranda, he was 
withdrawn from the Azoff flotilla by his father’s 
orders to take part in an attack on Sebastopol 
and was wounded there on 17 June in part of 
a series of night-time naval bombardments in 

preparation for the major land attack on 18th 
June. Although the wound was not particularly 
severe, he contracted gangrene at the naval 
hospital at Therapia in the Bosphorus and died a 
few days later, to the universal regret of the fleet.  
Lyons was succeeded as commander of the Azoff 
gunboat squadron by the equally dynamic and 
tireless Commander Sherard Osborn of Vesuvius 
who continued the relentless work of scouring 
and harassing the sea of Azoff and its coastal 
settlements.

In terms of the ships themselves, the most 
serious (and embarrassing) loss to the allied 
squadron, and not the result of enemy action, 
came on 23rd July when HMS Jasper ran 
aground on unmarked rocks. The ship, under Lt. 
J. S. Hudson, had been detached to cruise off the 
Don and when relieved proceeded to join HMS 
Swallow to investigate the Krivaia or “Crooked 
Spit”. When day broke, the Russian defenders on 
the Crooked Spit had the considerable surprise 
of seeing a British warship lying stranded on the 
rocks before them and were not slow to open 
fire. Commander F. A. B. Crauford, coming 
up in Swallow, advised Hudson to lighten the 
ship, including throwing overboard his guns and 
ammunition and anything else which could be 
moved. But nothing worked and Hudson had 
the dubious pleasure of ordering the crew to 
abandon Jasper and then firing his own ship, 
having stripped her of whatever could be carried 
away. Later, British vessels returned to the 
wreck and removed some of her gear and one 

The attack on Fort Arabat, 
May 1855.
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68 pounder gun. She was then blown up with 
powder casks.

But even Commander Osborn had to admit 
to the Admiralty in October 1855 - “I despair 
of being able to convey to you any idea of the 
extraordinary quantity of corn, rye, hay, wood 
and other supplies, so necessary for the existence 
of the Russian armies both in the Caucasus 
and in the Crimea, which it has been our good 
fortune to destroy. That these vast stores should 
have been collected here so close to the sea 
while we were in the neighbourhood is only to 
be accounted for by their supposing that they 
could not be reached by us” and that “there 
do not appear to be any stores of corn, hay or 
provisions left within reach of our vessels”. This 
did not stop his squadron destroying “enormous 
quantities of grain and forage... extending over 
two miles along the coast near Gheisk” on 5th 
and 6th November – among the last actions of 
the Azoff squadron. As winter drew in and the 
sea began to freeze over in November, the British 
and French ships were withdrawn and rejoined 
their respective fleets at Balaklava or Kamiesch.

When it came to awarding medals for 
service in “the Russian War” of 1854-56, some 
participants fared better than others, since a 
“general” medal for the war was not authorised. 
Those who served in the  naval campaigns in the 
Baltic in 1854 and/or 1855 received the Baltic 
Medal - the vast majority going to Royal Naval 

The Crimea medal for Azoff, in a group with a Baltic Medal (left) and the Turkish 
medal for the Crimea (right).

Medal group to Thomas Miles of HMS Algiers. Reverses shown. Baltic Medal (far left), Crimea medal, the medal for China 1856-60, the Naval Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal and the Turkish Crimea. There are three Crimea medals with clasp Azoff known to this recipient!
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An officer’s 
medal group, 
with matching 
miniatures. 
Awards of 
Lt. Charles J. 
Rowley, HMS 
Curlew, who 
was awarded the 
Turkish Order 
of the Medjidieh 
(centre) for his 
service in the 
Crimea.

The Azoff medal group of Lt. Col. William Pitman, Royal Marine Artillery. Pitman served as a Lieutenant aboard HMS Miranda in the Azoff campaign and was 
awarded the Ottoman Order of Medjidieh and the French Legion of Honour.
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and Royal Marine forces. A medal was awarded 
for service in the Crimea, with attractive clasps, 
which took the form of oak-leaves, for those 
who were present in the major land battles at the 
Alma, Inkermann or Balaklava in 1854 and for 
the general siege operations before Sebastopol. 
Naval personnel could receive the medal with 
“Sebastopol” clasp if they served in the various 
naval bombardments or ashore in the naval 
brigades or with naval siege batteries and a 
few also earned the Balaklava and Inkermann 
clasps. Those sailors and marines who served in 
the Black Sea but who were not in action at or 
“before” Sebastopol could receive the Crimean 
War medal without clasp and all those who 
received the British Crimea medal (but not the 
Baltic) were given the Turkish Crimea Medal, as 
a reward from an ally. However, those men who 
only took part in the extensive naval operations 
in the White Sea or the Pacific in 1854 and 
1855 received no medals at all.

Men who served in the operations in the Sea 
of Azoff were rewarded by what is effectively the 
only distinctive naval award for the “Crimean 
War” - the clasp Azoff worn on the Crimea 
medal. It is important to note that service in 
the initial capture of the Straits of Kertch and 

operations against local towns did not qualify 
for the clasp - so that there are no examples to 
purely land forces; only Royal Navy and Royal 
Marine personnel actually operating within the 
Sea received the clasp.

The Azoff clasp has always been rather 
scarce on the market, with only around 2,000 
issued. Unfortunately, since naval medals at that 
time were generally issued unnamed (e.g. the 
contemporary Baltic awards), it is really necessary 
for the collector who wants a “definite” Azoff 
participant to look for the medal with another 
named award to the same recipient - perhaps a 
Long Service and Good Conduct medal or an 
officially-named campaign medal, such as that 
for Pegu in 1852. Finding one of these medals 
to a traceable Azoff campaigner opens up a very 
interesting field of research - small ships, constant 
action and the most continuously successful 
series of operations in the entire Russian War!

The Crimea medal with clasp Azoff Crimea medal with clasps Sebastopol and Azoff -showing reverse and obverse of medal.
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THE RT HON LORD 
STEWARTBY, MA, LTTD, 
FBA, FRSE
10th August 1935 – 3rd March 2018

We were sad to hear of the death of Ian Stewart, Lord 
Stewartby, the pre-eminent expert on English mediaeval and 
Scottish coins, who died on 3rd March aged 82. A passionate 
and assiduous collector, Lord Stewartby sold his academic 
collection of English hammered coins through Spink over 
six auctions in 2016 and 2017. He generously donated his 
collection of Scottish coins, the finest collection in private 
hands, to the Hunterian Museum at the University of 
Glasgow. This magnificent gift contains over 6,000 coins 
dating from the reign of Alexander III (1249-86) until the Act 
of Union of 1707, and includes silver pennies of Robert the 
Bruce, beautiful Groats of James III with the first ‘renaissance’ 
style portrait on Scottish coins, and an impressive run of gold 
coins of the 15th and 16th centuries. 

Lord Stewartby attended Haileybury College, and won 
a scholarship to read Classics at Jesus College, Cambridge. 
He left Cambridge with a first class honours degree and after 
serving as Lieutenant Commander in the RNVR he joined 
the City merchant bank of Brown Shipley in 1960, becoming 
manager, and later serving as a director from 1971-1983. He 
was elected MP for Hitchin in 1974 and held various offices 
in Government in the 1980s. As Economic Secretary to the 
Treasury from 1983-1987 he had ministerial responsibilities 
for monetary policy, coinage and the Royal Mint.

He was knighted in 1991, and created a life peer in 1992, 
taking the title of Baron Stewartby of Portmoak in the district 
of Perth and Kinross. In 1994 he was elected Honorary Fellow 
of Jesus College, Cambridge.

Having developed an interest in mediaeval coinage at a 
young age, Lord Stewartby wrote extensively on the subject 
for more than fifty years. His first book, The Scottish Coinage, 
was published in 1955 when he was aged nineteen. His most 
recent book, English Coins 1180-1551, was published in 2009 

and, remarkably for a specialised work on numismatics, has 
already been reprinted. Over a decade in the writing, it has 
been described as a ‘magisterial survey of the classification 
of the English mediaeval coinage’, and ‘nothing short of a 
masterpiece’.

Lord Stewartby was elected a Fellow of the Society of 
Antiquities of London in 1970. In 1981 he was elected 
Emeritus Fellow of the British Academy in the Archaeology 
Section, and in 1986 he was elected a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh. In 1971 he was awarded the Sanford 
Saltus Gold Medal of the British Numismatic Society in 
recognition of his contribution to British numismatics, and 
in 1996 he was awarded the Medal of the Royal Numismatic 
Society for services to numismatic science. In 2008 he was 
appointed Honorary Keeper of Mediaeval Coins at the 
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. He is survived by his wife, 
Deborah, and their three children, Henry, Louisa and Lydia.

Spink are honoured to have known Lord Stewartby, and 
to have published many of his numismatic works.  He will 
be greatly missed by everyone who knew him as a colleague 
and friend.

TRIBUTE

“Over a decade in the writing, 
it has been described as 
a ‘magisterial survey of the 
classification of the English 
mediaeval coinage’, and ‘nothing 
short of a masterpiece’.”
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THE MURDER OF THE IMPERIAL 
FAMILY OF RUSSIA, 1918

1918 not only sees the centenary of the end 
of the First World War, but also of the mur-
der of the Imperial Family of Russia at Ekat-

erinburg, on 17th July 1918.
On 1 August 1917 two trains departed 

Tsarkoe Selo under the flag of the Japanese Red 
Cross. Aboard were the Tsar, Tsarina, their four 
daughters and son, the Tsarevitch, together with 
their retainers and servants. They were guarded 
by soldiers of the Detachment of Special 
Purpose. Their destination was Tobolsk, Siberia, 
where the Imperial Family was to live in exile. 
Tsar Nicholas 11 had abdicated on 2 March 
1917. The Family were accommodated in the 
residence of the Governor of Tobolsk, while a 
number of the retinue were housed opposite in 
the residence of the merchant Kornilov.

“At the beginning the conditions of our 
captivity were fairly similar to those at Tsarkoe 
Selo. We had all the essentials. Nevertheless the 
Emperor and children suffered from the lack of 
space. In fact for exercise they only had a small 
kitchen garden and a yard which had been made 
by fencing off the wide, little used street which 

ran along the south-east side of the house. It was 
very little, and always in view of the soldiers, 
whose guard house dominated all the space 
available to us ...” (extract from the memoirs 
of Gilliard, the children’s tutor, published in 
1921).

In 2007 letters and postcards written by the 
Tsarina Alexandra and the Grand Duchesses 
appeared in Paris, all written from captivity to 
the Tolstoy Family in Odessa (their children 
Natalie and Serge were playmates of the Imperial 
children). The postcards were addressed to 
their father Pietr Sergeivitch Tolstoy (1876 – 
1918), who trained in the Corps de Pages in 
St Petersburg; he served in the First World 
War at General HQ of the Colonel Regiment 
Chevaliers Guard and as ADC to Grand Duke 
Dimitri Pavlovich. A man of independent 
means, he arranged to send books, comforts 
and food to the Imperial Family in captivity – 
this was organised by the sisters of the Convent 
Ivanovski and authorised by the Bolsheviks. 
Responses by the Family were permitted but 
censored by the guards. 

Ian Shapiro
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Two of these postcards, now in a private 
collection, are illustrated above:

The first, astonishingly, is a real photograph 
postcard of the now infamous Governor’s House 
in Tobolsk. It shows the house before barricades 
were set up to prevent the public from peering in 
and to stop the Imperial Family from observing 
daily life outside. They were held here from 
August 1917 to April 1918, before being sent 
to Ekaterinburg in the Urals, where they were 
brutally murdered in July 1918.

The postcard is franked by a 5 kopec stamp and 
postmarked at Tobolsk. It is in the handwriting 
of Grand Duchess Olga, eldest daughter of Tsar 
Nicholas 11 and Empress Alexandra. She initials 
the message “O” and writes:

“2 November 1917 / I send you my warmest 
thanks for your message and good memories, O”. 
The card is addressed to Pietr Sergeivitch Tolstoy, 
Bariatinsky 4, Odessa, with an arrival date stamp.

The second is a Russian postal stationery 
postcard, in the hand of Grand Duchess Tatiana, 
second eldest of the Imperial children. Also 
posted from Tobolsk, it has an arrival date stamp 
of Odessa.

“Tobolsk 1918 / 23 January / With all my 
heart I would like to thank you for your kind 
wishes and wish you Happiness from us all, 
Tatiana”.

In this centenary anniversary year of the 
murder of the Romanov Family, these postcards 
are poignant reminders of the Russian revolution 
and all its consequences.
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THE NICHOLAS 
RHODES COLLECTION 
OF TIBETAN 
AND NEPALESE 
BANKNOTES AND 
COINS
Hong Kong, 4th April 2018

Like most serious collectors, Nicholas Rhodes started 
acquiring and studying coins at an early age. His 
fascination with the coinage of Kathmandu began 
during an extensive stay in Nepal in the 1960s.

In the aftermath of the 1959 political turmoil 
in Tibet many Tibetans arrived in Nepal as 
refugees, often carrying recently demonetised 
coins or banknotes as easily portable valuables. 
Because Nepalese silver coins had been circulating 
in Tibet since about 1640, they were among the 
small treasures brought to Nepal by the Tibetans; 
occasionally, rare pieces could be found which were 
no longer available in Nepal, since they had gone 
to the melting pot in their country of origin, but 
survived in Tibet.

Rhodes was fortunate to start collecting Tibetan 
historical currency at a time when the prices of even 
rare pieces were still reasonable; unpublished coins 
or banknotes could still be found, and formed the 
subject of studies which he started publishing in 
the 1970s. He was always interested in historical 
context of the numismatic items which he acquired, 
and published articles in the field of Tibetan 
numismatics at a time when this discipline was still 
new. Publications which have stood the test of time 
include “The Dating of Tibetan Banknotes”, “The 
Gaden Tangkas of Tibet”, “Tibetan Mints” and 
“The Development of Currency in Tibet”. 

FORTHCOMING EVENT
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Highlights of the collection include a full set 
of the early notes in Tam denomination, some of 
which were acquired from the late Hugh Edward 
Richardson; a group of rare proof prints for the 
multicoloured 50 Tam note issue also deserve 
special mention. Among the coins, a very rare early 
Shri Manglam tangka can be considered as one 
of the most attractively designed Tibetan coins; 
an extremely rare 50 Srang copper pattern coin, 
the only specimen in private hands, would be the 
unchallenged crowning piece of any collection. The 
Rhodes collection of Nepalese banknotes includes 
most of the known specimens and some very rare 
proof prints and unissued notes printed by the De 
La Rue company in the UK – never before has 
such a comprehensive collection of Nepalese paper 
money been offered in auction.

The auction presents a rare opportunity to acquire some 
rarely seen banknotes and coins of Tibet, many of which will 
probably not be offered again for some years to come.

With thanks to Wolfgang Bertsch, from whose catalogue 
introduction this is taken.

The Nicholas Rhodes Collection of Tibetan and 
Nepalese Banknotes and Coins will be offered for sale 
by Spink Hong Kong on 4th April 2018.  For further 
information please contact Kelvin Cheung, kcheung@
spink.com.
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A Rare Tibetan Pattern Coin to be sold 
on 4th April in Hong Kong as part of the 
Nicholas Rhodes Collection.

Lot: 1082
Tibet, Coinage of the 13th Dalai Lama, 

Anonymous, AE 50-Dngul Srang pattern, 
17.27g, (local date rab lo 925 / AD 1951) 
(YZM 531 (this coin); KM Pn 15), very fine 
and extremely rare

This 50 Srang pattern coin, struck in 
copper, is the only specimen known to 
exist in a private collection. Only one other 
example of this copper striking exists in a 
public collection (formerly collection of the 
People´s Bank of China) in Beijing.

It is the only Tibetan coin dated to both 
Tibetan Era (rab lo), and the Christian era. 
The figure 925 represents the number of 
years which have passed since the presumed 
introduction of the Tibetan Era into Tibet 
in AD 1026. Had this coin been issued for 
general circulation, heavily alloyed silver was 
probably the intended metal. The Tibetan 
government planned to buy up Yuan Shikai 
dollars which widely circulated in Tibet 
after 1950 and melt them down to issue 
25-Srang and 50-Srang coins from the silver 
after heavily alloying it. However, fearing 
opposition from the Chinese authority these 
plans were not realised (Rhodes, Nicholas 
G.: “Two Tibetan Pattern Coins”. Oriental 
Numismatic Society Newsletter, no. 105, 
March-April 1987; Bertsch, Wolfgang: “The 
20th Century Pattern Coinage of Tibet”. 
Numismatics International Bulletin, vol. 32, 
no. 1, Dallas, January 1997, pp. 7-18).

This coin was acquired by Nicholas 
Rhodes in Patan (Nepal) in the late 1960s. 
It had apparently been brought from Lhasa 
to Nepal by a Newari family from Patan who 
had business relations with Tibet.

97 · SPRING 2018 



SHLOMO TEPPER 
COLLECTION OF 
PALESTINE
London, 11th April 2018

The Shlomo Tepper collection of paper money comprises 
currency of the Holy Land, Palestine and the State of Israel, 
together with a complete run of the Anglo-Palestine emer-
gency cheque issues of the First World War.

‘The collection listed in the catalogue represents many 
years of dedication and patience in an effort to collect as 
comprehensively as possible a complete run of all the types 
and dates available on the open market, together with several 
of the essays, proofs and specimens as and when they came 
on the market, albeit very infrequently. I was very fortunate 
and privileged to be permitted by Shlomo to illustrate many 
examples from the collection in my book, Currency notes of 
the Palestine Currency Board.  As a special point of interest 
the Anglo-Palestine currency cheque issue is one of only two 
complete sets believed extant. 

‘Shlomo was one of the founders and directors of the Israel 
Banknote and Coin Collectors Society. He has published 
various articles on banknotes and was instrumental in helping 
the IBNS website exhibition on the currency of Palestine and 
Israel. He is also the author of a book entitled The Unissued 
Notes of Palestine and Israel. 

‘I know that it is not an easy task to bid farewell to a 
lifetime’s collection, but I know that Shlomo derives a measure 
of comfort in knowing that his passion for this fascinating 
series will be shared and appreciated by future generations of 
collectors.’ Raphael Dabbh Dvir

The Shlomo Tepper Collection of Palestine will be offered 
for sale in London on 11th April 2018.  For further informa-
tion please contact Barnaby Faull, bfaull@spink.com.

FORTHCOMING EVENT “Shlomo derives a 
measure of comfort in 
knowing that his passion 
for this fascinating 
series will be shared and 
appreciated by future 
generations of collectors.”
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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE FOUNDATION OF  
THE ROYAL AIR FORCE
London, April 2018

This April sees the Spink Medal Department in London 
mark the important 100th Anniversary of the Foundation 
of the Royal Air Force. A fascinating public exhibition 
of original artefacts, ephemera and of course Medals will 
represent the Force’s centenary. Running through the middle 
of the month and concluding with the two day Auction of 
Orders, Decorations and Medals, the exhibition will also 
include special private guided tours with our Specialists and 
guest speakers. 

The exhibition will feature some truly exceptional relics 
from the Battle of Britain, providing  a unique opportunity to 
take you alongside ‘The Few’ in ‘Their Finest Hour’. 

FORTHCOMING EVENT
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As members of his crew scrambled out, the plane went 
into a dive, pinning Reid to his seat. Reaching overhead, he 
managed to release the escape hatch panel and struggled out 
just as the Lancaster broke in two. Breaking his arm after a 
heavy landing on the end of his parachute, Reid would be 
interned for the remainder of the War. 

The exhibition will not simply focus of the exploits of 
the airmen of the Second World War, taking visitors on a 
chronological tour through all eras of the Force’s history. 
We have the great pleasure to exhibit awards to some of our 
earliest pioneers of the Royal Flying Corps, Flying Aces of the 
Great and airmen of the inter-War and of more modern eras. 

The exhibition will be celebrated with an evening 
reception, with suitably themed drinks and entertainment for 
our guests. Invitations will be arriving shortly.

Our Auction of Orders, Decorations and Medals will take 
place in London on 25th and 26th April 2018. For further 
information please contact the Spink Medal Department. 
For press enquiries, please contact Matthew Paton of 
Paton Arts (matthew@patonarts.com).

We are able to reveal that the magnificent ‘Düsseldorf Raid’ 
Victoria Cross group of six awarded to Flight Lieutenant ‘Bill’ 
Reid, No 61 Squadron, Royal Air Force will be on display. 
Reid earned his VC on the night of 3rd November 1943 and 
displayed true valour having been twice attacked by night 
Fighters and whilst pilot of a ‘crippled and defenceless’ 
Lancaster. Despite being wounded himself and two of his 
crew being fatally wounded, Reid continued their attack into 
heavily defended enemy territory to complete his mission. 

Having recovered from his wounds Reid was promoted 
and transferred to No 617 Squadron – of Dambuster fame 
– and would go on to fly in countless hair-raising operations. 
His War would end on 31st July 1944, again while pilot of a 
Lancaster on a ‘Tallboy’ deep penetration bomb attack. At 
the point he released his bomb, he felt his aircraft shudder 
under the impact of a bomb dropped by another Lancaster 
6,000 feet above. The bomb ploughed through his aeroplane’s 
fuselage, severing all control cables and fatally weakening its 
structure, and Reid gave the order to bail out.

“ The exhibition will feature some truly exceptional relics 
from the Battle of Britain, providing a unique opportunity 
to take you alongside ‘The Few’ in ‘Their Finest Hour’”
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BRUNEI, THE COLLECTION 
FORMED BY BILL TOYE
London, 19th April 2018

Brunei has a long history and, at one time, controlled not 
only the whole of Borneo but its influence also extended to 
Manila.  Its power and influence was in decline until the dis-
covery of oil in 1929.

This collection, which was compiled over half a century, 
contains many important rarities as well as several elusive 
items and covers which will create a lot of interest from other 
collectors of this small country.

Brunei, the Collection Formed by Bill Toye will be 
offered for sale in London on 19th April 2018.  For further 
information please contact Neill Granger, ngranger@
spink.com.

1906 Overprint on the Stamps of Labuan
1c. black on purple showing the error of 
the overprint in black. A very fine single 
with top margin and is probably one of 
the finest examples. This overprint in 
black was thought to be a colour trial. It 
was considered too difficult to read so the 
ink was changed to red for all subsequent 
sheets. It is likely that only one sheet was 
printed and this was sent to the colony 
in error. This variety was noticed by the 
postal clerk after he had sold nearly half 
of the sheet for routine postal use. The 
remainder was purchased by the Resident, 
the effective governor 
Estimate £1000 – 1200

1895 Star and Crescent Issue
1902 envelope addressed  to Sussex bearing 1c., 3c. and 5c.  cancelled  by Brunei datestamp and  barred ovals. The letter was 
underpaid by 1c. and has  London postage due handstamp. Brunei was not a member of the U.P.U. so its stamps were not valid 
for overseas carriage, however, only the deficient postage was charged. Only three covers to overseas addresses are known to have 
passed through the postal system without the addition of Labuan stamps. This cover represents the latest of these covers.
Estimate £2000 – 2500 1908=20 Issue

Die proof of the single plate printed in 
black on thick glazed paper, without 
value tablets,  dated “25. Sep. 1911” 
and initialled  “A.J.H.” in ink.
Estimate £400 – 500

1944 $3 on 1c black without the Imperial 
Japanese Government overprint  (produced 
in Sibu), large part original gum. There 
are three different variation of this stamp, 
the other bears the characters ‘Imperial 
Japanese Government’ printed in purple 
(Kuching) or in reddish purple (Miri). 
Estimate £4,000-£4,500.
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1906 Overprint on the Stamps of Labuan
2c. on 8c. black and vermilion showing the errors “TWO 
CENTS” printed double and “TWO CENTS”  omitted,  
two examples of each in a lower margin block of sixteen], 
unmounted mint. This variety was discovered on one sheet in 
1949. The lower setting of the surcharge was printed one row 
too high resulting in one row of ten bearing the surcharge 
double and one row without surcharge. A fresh and desirable 
block, one of the premier items of Brunei philately.
Estimate £15,000 – 20,000

1895 Star and Crescent Issue
A hand-painted essay of a 3c. design in 
bluish green  featuring a three-masted 
barque in a crescent, painted onto card 
with paper overlay (folded back); this is an 
evocative design suggested for the first issue
Estimate £400 – 600

1930 (30th une) (c) stampless ‘OHMS’ envelope to Kuching bearing ‘BY AIR MAIL’ etiquette on grey-blue 
and a fine strike of the first boxed ‘AIR MAIL/BRUNEI’ handstamp with Kuching (4.7) arrival on the 
reverse. Fine and very rare; of the 28 covers flown, only three were these official envelopes. The first ever 
flight in Brunei took place on 31st May 1930 when two RAF Southampton seaplanes, S1419 and S1149, 
visited Kuala Belait from Miri. This was part of a larger ‘Borneo tour’ expedition from the RAF base in 
Singapore for a reconnaissance and survey of the northern coastline of Borneo to locate suitable sites and 
seaplane bases for later use. The two planes flew to Brunei on 26th June 1930 and after two reconnaissance 
flights, both planes left for Miri and Bintulu on 1st July 1930. Covers carried on this flight to Sarawak are 
usually found bearing a special cachet inscribed AIR MAIL BRUNEI. The flight left Brunei on 30th June 
and the planes travelled via Miri, Bintulu, Sibu, Kuching, then on to Singapore. Estimate £1,200-£1,500

1906 Overprint on the Stamps of Labuan
1907 (14 Aug.) envelope addressed to R. Roberts, c/o Resident  bearing a vertical strip of three of the 1c, 
with the error of the overprint in black, cancelled by Brunei c.d.s. in dark blue with a further strike on 
the reverse. The lower stamp shows the “OLO” retouch of position [80]. An  extraordinary cover; paying 
the correct local postage rate. This is probably one of the most important covers of Brunei postal history.
Estimate £10,000 – 15,000
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THE SIEGE OF 
MULTAN, 1848-49
London, 25th–26th April 2018

While researching the exploits of Lieutenant-
General Sir William Whish KCB (1787-1853) 
– whose medals Spink will sell at auction on 
25th-26th April 2018 – I never expected to find a 
link with Alexander the Great, the subject of my 
previous article for the Insider (Issue 29). The 
link is Multan, an imposing walled city in the 
southern Punjab to which both men laid siege, 
albeit 2,174 years apart. Except for the addition 
of embrasures for cannon, Multan’s defences 
in 1848 had changed little since Antiquity; 
Alexander might have recognised the city’s 
formidable citadel with its mile-long walls, the 
centre of resistance during both the sieges of 
326 BC and AD 1848. Numerous sieges had 
occurred in between: a point not lost on Robert 
Waterfield, a remarkably learned Private of the 
32nd Regiment of Foot, which fought under 
Whish at Multan:

‘[26 January:] Packing the baggage ready for 
the march; we were glad to leave Multan. 
It was once the favourite resting place of 
Aurangzeb in his progress through the 
[Mogul] Empire. It was besieged by Bin 
Kasim at the end of the 8th century; by 
Mahomet Ghuznee two centuries later; by 
Mahomet Ghore in 1176; by Tamerlane in 
1398; by Ranjit Singh in 1818, and lastly 
by the English in 1849.’

- The Memoirs of Private Waterfield, p90

History confirmed Multan as the key to 
conquering the Punjab; the commanders 
mentioned by Waterfield were able to subdue 

whole swathes of the region, which spans 
133,000 square miles in India’s north-western 
corner, by capturing Multan. This was certainly 
the case for Alexander, who like Whish found 
his army heavily outnumbered. Multan was such 
an important prize that Alexander personally led 
the assault, jumping onto enemy battlements 
with three picked men and shaming the rest of 
his army into scaling the walls (Arrian 6.10-11). 
By exposing himself to such danger Alexander 
hoped to gain a heroic reputation, for which 
he was prepared to risk everything. It was while 
fighting the defenders of Multan that Alexander 
was hit in the lung by a 3-foot arrow (see Renault 
1975, 186-87). Rumours of Alexander’s death 
shattered his army’s morale and encouraged 
the Punjab to revolt, despite his rapid recovery. 
Alexander’s generals admonished him for such 
reckless behaviour.

Whish, twice as old as Alexander at the 
1848-49 siege, may not have been as vigorous 
or heroic, but his capture of Multan was still 
an impressive feat. Whereas Alexander and his 
armies had marched undefeated across Asia, the 
aura of invincibility which earlier surrounded 
Whish’s British troops had evaporated during 
the 1st Afghan War. The massacre of the 44th 
Regiment by Afghan tribes at Gandamak in 
1842 had emboldened the Sikhs of the Punjab to 
cross the River Sutlej into British India. Though 
the Sikhs had ultimately been defeated by 
British troops under General Gough at Sobraon 
on 10th February 1846, they had inflicted 
terrible casualties on the British at the battles 
of Ferozeshah and Aliwal. Gough’s mishandling 
of those two battles had been noted by the Sikh 
commanders. Following this ‘1st Sikh War’, 
the British installed a garrison at Lahore, the 
Punjab’s capital, and imposed a treaty restricting 
the Sikh army to 25 battalions and 12,000 horse. 

FORTHCOMING EVENT
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The Sikhs also had to promise not to employ 
European mercenaries, who were so effective 
at training the Sikh regular army before the 1st 
Sikh War. 

Though he had been on sick leave in England 
from 1844-47, Whish was put in command of 
the British garrison at Lahore in 1848. The 
responsibility of enforcing the treaty restrictions 
fell to him. It proved an impossible task, as 
Whish’s ‘Punjab Division’ contained only 600 
regular British troops. Whish was ‘supported’ 
by a force of 20,000 Sikh auxiliaries of dubious 
loyalty under Sher Singh. On 24th July, Whish 
was ordered to march his combined force to 
Multan in order to crush an uprising led by 
its fanatical ruler, Diwan Mulraj Chopra, who 
had recently murdered two British emissaries. 
On 7th September Whish constructed parallels 
and established batteries around the city. He 
launched a frontal assault on 12th September 
which drove Mulraj’s forces from the suburbs, 

but Sher Singh’s Sikhs were notably reluctant to 
fight. Four days later, they deserted en masse to 
join Mulraj’s revolt, reinforcing Multan’s garrison 
so that it outnumbered Whish’s force by more 
than ten to one. Although the 32nd Regiment 
of Foot had joined Whish on 29th August, his 
position was untenable. Lacking a proper siege 
train, he withdrew towards Bombay in the hope 
of reinforcements.

Astonishingly, Whish managed to retrieve 
this dire situation. Despite being harassed 
by Mulraj’s irregular cavalry throughout its 
withdrawal, Whish’s loyal British force retained 
its morale, discipline and cohesion. On 23rd 
September, Whish fought a rear-guard action 
against a powerful Sikh force at Al Suraj Khund. 
A gunner-general, he deftly used his horse 
artillery to repulse the Sikh cavalry with canister, 
before manoeuvring the 32nd obliquely against 
the enemy’s flank. Whish not only routed the 
Sikh force but captured all of its guns. Lord 

104 SPRING 2018 



Gough, Whish’s Commander-in-Chief, later 
remarked, ‘nothing could have been better 
timed, better planned or better executed.’

His position consolidated, Whish marched 
again towards Multan. He surrounded the city 
on 7th November, but it was not until the arrival 
of the Bombay Column on 22nd December that 
genuine siege operations began. On Christmas 
Day, the original trenches dug in September 
were re-occupied. On 27th December, Whish 
launched an assault in four columns which 
drove Multan’s garrison from the suburbs 
into the centre. Whish then ordered a fierce 
bombardment which caused the garrison’s main 
magazine to explode. Despite suffering appalling 
losses from this explosion, Multan’s defenders 
fought on while the British bombardment 
intensified. Two breaches in Multan’s outer walls 

were pronounced practicable on 2nd January 
1849, and an assault was ordered that afternoon. 

The assault on the breach at the Khoone Bhoorj 
(‘Bloody Bastion’) proved especially costly, with 
some 250 British casualties (Crawford 1967, 
60). The attack was nevertheless successful, and 
Brigadier Markham of the 2nd Brigade wrote 
to Whish that the infantry ‘carried all before 
them.’ A dramatic painting by Henry Martens 
(c. 1790-1868) shows the red-coated British 
infantry storming the Khoone Bhoorj, which 
still stands today. In the foreground, Whish can 
be seen directing operations. He wears a blue 
frock coat and holds a telescope in his right hand 
(see image below). 

The attack is noteworthy for its use of 
stretcher or ‘dhooly’ bearers to carry wounded 
men to the rear. Private Waterfield describes a 

Henry Martens (c 1790-1868), The Siege of Multan, 1849. London, British Library.
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certain Private Allen of the 60th Rifles who was ‘placed 
on a dhooly’ immediately after being shot through the 
hip. Allen was then ‘four months on the sick list,’ and 
Waterfield recalls ‘promising to call on him as soon as I 
could find time.’ Waterfield then writes that he ‘went to 
visit the wounded in hospital.’ In the pre-Nightingale 
era, Whish appears to have shown genuine concern 
for the wounded, organising an efficient hospital 
transport system. Crawford writes that at the battle of 
Ferozeshah three years earlier, the opposing armies left 
behind ‘a trail of dying and wounded men, for whom 
there was of course no medical provision’ (Crawford 
1967, 43). Whish’s attitude was relatively unheard of, 
as one of his obituaries records:

‘Signally great and important as his Military services 
were, his most praiseworthy and enviable memorial 
is to be found in the respect and attachment of the 
troops he commanded. Among the native Corps it 
was a common saying “Our lives are precious in his 
sight;” and, after an engagement, it was well known 
and experienced by many a disabled warrior, that 
the efficiency of the hospital was his first and chief 
concern. These are surely far higher and more 
enviable testimonials to character than all his 
Military exploits, varied and brilliant as they were.’

After the Khoone Bhoorj fell, Mulraj withdrew his 
forces into the city’s great citadel, the same obstacle 
that had confronted Alexander. Whish moved up 
his mortars and batteries on 6th-8th January, at which 
point Mulraj attempted to negotiate. Whish’s demand 
for unconditional surrender was refused, and so 
Whish’s artillery made breaches in the citadel’s walls. 
Threatened with storming, Mulraj finally surrendered 
on 22nd January. Mulraj was imprisoned, and his sword 
presented to Whish. All involved in the murder of Van 
Agnew and Lieutenant Anderson, the two British 
emissaries, were hanged. 

The siege of Multan contributed greatly to the 
eventual British victory in the 2nd Sikh War. It tied 
down large numbers of Sikh troops – not least Sher 
Singh’s 20,000 auxiliaries – and prevented them from 
moving against the main British force under General 
Gough. Had the rebellion at Multan been allowed to 
spread, the Punjab might never have been subdued 
and the north-west frontier would have been under 
constant threat. Following Multan’s surrender, Whish 
hurried to reinforce General Gough. Whish marched 
his exhausted troops some 450 miles over two major 

rivers and along rough roads, covering the distance in 
under a fortnight: a remarkable achievement. Upon 
reaching Ramnagar on the River Chenab, 20 miles 
from Gough’s force, Whish used his own initiative 
and swung right instead of continuing to join Gough. 
The result was that the Sikh army became trapped 
between two British armies at Gujerat, a flat plain 
which afforded the British artillery every advantage. 
Had Whish marched directly to Gough, the Sikh army 
could have chosen more favourable terrain, and Gujerat 
would not have been the decisive British victory. 

Whish had a remarkable career. In 1816, he formed 
a troop of Bengal Horse Artillery equipped with 
Congreve Rockets. This was at a time when rockets were 
deemed useless by most non-artillerymen, including 
the Duke of Wellington (see Adkin 2001, 264-267). 
Whish saw their potential, and was vindicated at the 
siege of Hattrass in 1817 when his rockets caused 
the fortress’ main magazine to explode. In 1835, 
Whish became president of a committee convened to 
standardise ordnance throughout India. The work of 
this committee proved invaluable when the Royal and 
Presidential Artilleries merged after the Indian Mutiny. 
The effectiveness of British artillery during the 1st 
and 2nd Sikh Wars can largely be attributed to Whish. 
Writing in 1957, Major JP Kaestlin of the Royal 
Artillery described Whish as ‘the finest artilleryman 
between Waterloo and the Crimea’.
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Lieutenant-General Whish’s CB neck badge, Army 
of India Medal and Punjab Medal are to be sold in 
Spink’s auction of Orders, Decorations and Medals 
on 25th-26th April 2018. For further information 
please contact Marcus Budgen, mbudgen@spink.com
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TAISEI X SPINK TOKYO 
INTERNATIONAL 
NUMISMATIC AUCTION  
Tokyo, 29th April 2018

Following the introductory Spink x Taisei auction on 26th 
November 2017, the two prestigious auction houses are now 
gearing up for their second sale in Tokyo on 29th April 2018. 
This is the only way to sell collectables with a non-Japanese 
house in the domestic market of Japan.

   
Mr Oka, President Taisei Coins Corporation, and Olivier Stocker, Chairman and 
CEO of Spink, signing the auction partnership contract

This auction will take place during the world famous Tokyo 
International Coin Convention (TICC) as the official show 
auction. The TICC is organised by the Japanese Numismatic 
Dealer’s Association (www.jnda.or.jp) and held once a year at 
the Royal Park Hotel, in the heart of Tokyo, from 28th-30th 
April 2018. 

Since the inaugural Spink x Taisei auction in Tokyo on 
3rd July 1988, this auction (managed by Taisei for more than 
two decades, until now) has become a major reunion for the 
numismatic community in Japan.  It has gained international 
recognition for breaking world records on prices realised at 

auction of Chinese, other World and British rare coins.  It is 
also a driving force behind the gathering of many collectors 
from neighbouring Asian countries, China, Europe, Eastern 
Europe and the USA in Tokyo on these dates, and as such is 
attended by many collectors from around the world.

This year, the auction will again coincide with the Golden 
Week Festival in Japan – and Taisei x Spink are pleased to 
announce their intentions to auction many ‘gold rarities’.  We 
are therefore delighted to offer an auction preview to whet the 
appetite of even the most discerning collector.

Adding to the excitement, for the first time ever, this Taisei 
x Spink TICC official auction will feature online bidding and 
be accessible in 3 different languages: Japanese, Chinese and 
English.

 We are honoured to share with you a few highlights of the 
sale, starting with two Japanese rarities – a Japan Gold 1 Yen 
Meiji.9 and a Gold 1 Yen Meiji.13, MS63, both extremely 
rare dates:

      

Japan Gold 1 Yen Meiji.9         Gold 1 Yen Meiji.13, MS63 

The catalogue will also feature many rare Chinese vintage 
and modern commemorative coins. On the modern gold side, 
a Gold 50 Yuans Panda 1994, a notable rarity as the Small 
Date variety, graded NGC MS68; and an extremely rare Proof 
Gold 500 Yuans (5 oz) 1996 from the ‘Romance of the Three 
Kingdom’ series (lot 77).

Other Asian and Indian rarities on offer include a very rare 
Silver 1 Baht Pattern (ESSAI), RS127P (1908), struck at the Paris 
Mint (Baht variety A030-02), designed by Henri-Auguste Patey 
and highly graded PCGS SP64; and British India rarities, such 
as a very rare Proof Silver 1911 ( c ) Half Rupee, Calcutta Mint, 
from the prestigious David Fore Collection (PCGS PR62).

FORTHCOMING EVENT
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CNB, Saint Petersburg Mint (Bit-41, Fr-158; C-179; Sev-
607; Spassky-page 512, fig 171; Harris-351), with only 
1,102 examples struck, and graded PCGS AU58.  A decree 
authorised the production of this platinum 12 Rouble 
type on 12th September 1830. They were struck only on a 
very limited basis until 1845, and after were recalled from 
circulation, hence their extreme rarity.

         
Italy, Gold 5 Lire, 1914, PCGS MS64

   
 Weimar Republic, Silver Pattern 3 Mark, 1932-F, Sch349G4, PCGS SP65

   
Russia, Platinum 12 Rouble, 1832-CNB, PCGS AU58

   
Thailand, RS127P (1908) Essai 1 Baht, PCGS SP64

   
British India, Silver Proof Half Rupee 1911 (c), ex David Fore Collection, PCGS 
PR62

   
China PRC, 50 Yuan, 1994, Small Date, NGC MS68

From Europe, Italian coinage will be highly represented, 
starting with a rare Silver 5 Lire 1914 (graded MS64). 
Collectors will also be able to acquire an extremely rare 
German Weimar Republic Silver Pattern 3 Mark 1932-
F graded PCGS SP65; and a Platinum 12 Rouble 1832-

Taisei and Spink teams at the first auction on 26th November 2017 in Tokyo
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Finally, Latin American coin lovers will be enticed by a 
Mexican Gold 8 Escudos 1713-MXO, KM57.1, a very scarce 
example from the 1715 Fleet Treasure, graded NGC MS64.

   
Mexican Gold 8 Escudos 1713-MXO, ex. 1715 Fleet Treasure. NGC MS64

The auction will showcase many French 20th Century 
Piedfort coins in very limited mintage, rarities from the Hubert 
Lariviere Collection, previously Monnaie de Paris Chief Engraver. 
They are all graded with special provenance labels by NGC, 
with the collection posted online at www.ngccoin.com/news/
article/6055/lariviere-gallery/.  In this series, a rare Monaco, 
Silver Pattern Essai 100 Francs 1982, graded NGC MS65, will 
certainly generate much interest.

   
Monaco Silver Pattern Essai 100 francs, 1982, NGC MS65

No Taisei x Spink auction would be complete without a 
unique selection of some of the best historical British rarities. 
Hence, the sale will feature a gorgeous Victoria Five Pounds, 
Una and the Lion, 1839, from the rarest variety Type (R4) 
Small LE - 6 scrolls (DIRIGE DEUS GRESSUS MEOS), 
highly graded PCGS PR62 DCAM.

   
Victoria Five Pounds, Una and the Lion, 1839, Variety Type (R4) Small LE - 6 
scrolls, PCGS PR62 DCAM

To accompany this iconic coin, Taisei x Spink is proud to 
offer a striking 1826 George IV Five Pounds (NGC PF63 
CAMEO), a gold Victoria Five Pounds 1826 (NGC PF61 
Ultra Cameo) and an 11-coin Proof set 1826, with the jewel 
of this set, the Gold Proof Five Pounds lettered Edge variety, 
graded PR63DCAM; the remaining coins in the set have 
extremely rare high grades.

   
Great Britain 1826 George IV Five Pounds (NGC PF63 CAMEO)

   
Great Britain 1893 Victoria Five Pounds, NGC PF61 Ultra Cameo
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in three lines and the obverse legend appears as CAROLUS 
DG MAG BRIT FR ET HIB REX. 

This coin comes with one of the most prestigious 
provenances for English coinage, from the famous JOHN 
GLOAG MURDOCH (1830-1902) auctioned at Sotheby’s 
in March 1903. 

JG Murdoch started collecting coins around 1885 when 
he joined the Numismatic Society of London. He specialised 
in coins of the Tudor and Stuart periods although he also 
bought extremely rare patterns and proofs of the English 
milled series. Even today, his collection is still  considered 
the most important numismatic collection of British coins 
ever put together; it was auctioned by Sotheby’s, London, 
in 1903-1904 in four catalogues starting in March 1903. In 
total the catalogues contain 5,386 lots spread over 344 pages 
and contain extensive descriptions of each coin type. For this 
reason they are still used as numismatic references by many 
coin collectors and experts around the world.

Spink x Taisei Tokyo International Numismatic Auction 
will take place in Tokyo on 29th April 2018.  For further 
information please contact Muriel Eymery, meymery@
spink.com. 

Modern British coin collectors will be able to acquire 
rare Royal Mint commemorative sets and coins, including 
a Gold Proof 500 Pounds 2013, weighing 156.295 gr from 
the 2013 issue, with a very low mintage of only 100 examples 
struck, graded PCGS PR68, with the original mint box and 
certificate No 47.

Finally, Taisei x Spink will present a double British 
historical rarity, mixing a rare type with impeccable prestigious 
provenance, a Gold Triple Unite, Oxford mint, (Fr 258. 
S.2726), extremely rare variety (LEG instead of LEGIT), 
from the renowned JG, Murdoch Collection (Sotheby’s, 8th 
June 1903, lot 5).

   
Triple Unite, 1643, renowned JG Murdoch Collection (Sotheby’s, 8th  June 1903, lot 5)

The Triple Unite was only minted in very small numbers 
between 1642 and 1644, during the reign of Charles I and 
the early years of the English Civil War. It corresponded to 
sixty shillings or three pounds, and was the highest English 
denomination ever in the British Hammered Coins series, 
weighing 27.3 grams (7/8th troy ounce gold). This made it 
the ‘crown jewel’ coin of this reign. However it was also a very 
symbolic coin, representing King Charles I’s resistance to the 
British Parliament and his desire for peace instead of war, as it 
depicts the king holding a sword and an olive branch on the 
obverse as a symbol of peace overcoming war.   

In 1642 he moved his London base to Oxford and 
decided to continue producing gold and silver coinage 
there, so establishing the mint of Oxford in New Hall Inn. 
Parliament resisted by getting the support of the City of 
London, local bankers and merchants. The Triple Unite thus 
became the symbol of Charles I’s majesty and the strength of 
the Royalists’ resistance to Parliament. The Oxford issues are 
different from the Tower issues as the legend on the reverse is 
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THE DR PAUL 
RAMSAY 
COLLECTION OF 
HAND PAINTED 
ENVELOPES, TO 
BE SOLD FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF THE 
ROYAL PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY LONDON
London, 9th May 2018

This superb collection, put together over many 
years, with several items having impressive 
provenances (including “Maximus,” Alcock and 
many illustrated in the famous book “British 
Pictorial Envelopes of the 19th Century” by 
Bodily, Jarvis and Hahn), has been generously 
donated by Dr Ramsay to the Royal Philatelic 
Society London.

The collector has eschewed the controversial 
Mulready letter-sheets and envelopes and their  
caracatures, and concentrates purely on the 
hand drawn and hand coloured envelopes of the 
Victorian, Edwardian, George V and George VI 
periods, always  selecting those of the greatest 
artistic quality and condition.

Very many themes will be found in the 
collection – Political, Sporting, Rebus, etc – 
but of particular note are the “Going! Going! 
Gone for 1 Penny” Hunting envelopes, believed 
to be among the first, if not the first, recorded 
hand painted envelopes. The 1865 “Letter 
from Jersey” envelope is considered to be one 
of the finest watercolour envelopes; the 51 
delightful envelopes from the famous King 
Harman correspondence, dated between 1896 

and 1902, showing the movement of the family 
with envelopes from India to Mauritius, Great 
Britain to Gibraltar, Great Britain to St Lucia, 
India to St Lucia and India to England, etc, are 
classics; equally important and impressive are 
the six large and famous envelopes addressed to 
the Prince of Wales at Sandringham. 

Surely the finest collection formed of this 
fascinating subject over the last twenty years, 
Spink are proud to offer this collection and 
we are sure that it will be a valuable source of 
reference to collectors for many years to come.

FORTHCOMING EVENT
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15 Abchurch Lane, The Royal’s new home. Photograph by kind permission of The London Capital Club
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Patrick Maselis, RDP, FRPSL President of the Royal 
Philatelic Society London, has these words to say: 

This splendid collection of Hand Painted Covers has 
been generously donated by Dr Paul Ramsay to the 
Royal Philatelic Society London for the specific purpose 
of raising funds for the Tomorrow’s Royal appeal. This 
is for the refurbishment of our wonderful building at 
15 Abchurch Lane in the City of London which was 
purchased just before Christmas 2017. At the Royal we are 
all extremely excited about the opportunities which this 
building will give us in the way of extra modern space to 
promote our charitable objects of bringing philately to a 
worldwide audience.

Having the great good fortune of owning one of 
the finest philatelic libraries in the world, along with 
the Museum of Philatelic History it is our intention to 
guarantee the best possible protection for these collections 
and at the same time make them available to all researchers 
particularly our Fellows and Members.

The generosity of Dr Ramsay will be recognised in our 
new home and it is also appropriate here to thank Messrs 
Spink and Son for their generosity in auctioning this 
superb collection free of charge and hosting a reception 
on 8th May 2018 to launch our Tomorrow’s Royal appeal.

The new premises in Abchurch Lane have suitability, 
history and an extraordinarily convenient location, metres 
from Bank Station on the Central, Northern and Waterloo 
and City tube lines, a two-minute walk from Cannon 
Street station and 15 minutes from London Bridge or a 
couple of stops on the 521, or 43 bus on Saturdays. Access 
from the West is a little further but there are several options 
from Paddington and Heathrow including the Elizabeth 
Line (Crossrail).

The building which this gift supports was specially built 
for the Gresham Club in 1914 and consists of a secure 
basement with a further six delightful floors above. It has a 
lift and plans for full access for everyone to all floors. Two 
meeting rooms both of which are larger than our existing 
one, along with much improved space for Library, Research 
rooms, a climate-controlled store for the Museum, Library 
and Philatelic Collections, a secure Experts’ laboratory, 
administrative offices and a grand entrance hall will provide 
a traditional style with the best modern facilities. It will 
revolutionise the opportunities for the Royal to continue 
and develop its leading role in world philately.

We hope that you will enjoy the auction, on 9th May 
2018, of this wonderful collection and bid up in the sure 
knowledge that every pound spent will go towards our 
worthy goal.

The Dr Paul Ramsay collection of hand 
painted envelopes will be offered for sale 
in London on 9th May 2018.  For further 
information please contact Dominic 
Savastano, dsavastano@spink.com.
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THE CHARTWELL 
COLLECTION 
OF AUSTRALIAN 
STATES AND 
COMMONWEALTH
To be sold in an unreserved auction for 
the benefit of the Chartwell Philanthropic 
Educational Programme 

London, 23rd May 2018

Chartwell Industries and the Cripps family have 
been closely associated with a number of colleges 
at Cambridge University over the last 60 years; 
there are Cripps Courts at St John’s, Selwyn, 
Queen’s and Magdalene Colleges, and the Group 
are currently committed as major donors to a new 
library at Magdalene. The family’s support of ed-
ucation spans three past generations, and is being 
continued by the next – the Cripps name can be 
found on numerous buildings at schools and oth-
er learning institutions in the United Kingdom 
and elsewhere.

The Australian Stamp Collection is largely 
the work of the late Sir Humphrey Cripps. The 
“missing parts” in the Collection were then put 
together under the aegis of Sir Humphrey’s son, 
Robert Cripps, an Australian resident. Robert 
credits its completion and fine presentation to the 
late Mr Roy Walker, and to Mrs Lynn Wells. 

The Collection, formed over several decades, 
commences with the six Colonies – New South 
Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, 
Victoria and Western Australia – and will be sold 
in an unreserved auction for the benefit of the 
Chartwell Philanthropic Educational Programme 
on 23rd May 2018.

New South Wales 
1850 Sydney View 
3d. block on bluish 
wove paper

Victoria 1854 1/- Octagonal essay

Sir Cyril Humphrey Cripps

CHARITY AUCTION
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New South Wales 1891 
12½d. on 1/- with 
“HALFPENNY” omitted. 
The only example known

Queensland 1902 6d. with 
figures on bottom only

South Australia 1869 second 
rouletted 10d. on 9d. with 
surcharge inverted at the top

Tasmania 1855 cover from Hobart to Western Australia bearing four 1853 Courier 1d.

Victoria 1850 Half-Length first 
printing 1d. orange-vermilion

Magdalene College Cambridge

In each colony there will be found proofs, 
issued stamps with multiples throughout and 
covers. Items of particular note in this section 
include New South Wales Sydney View 2d. 
Plate I used block of five with the lower row 
partially retouched and 3d. used block of four 
on bluish wove paper, and 1891 12½d. on 
1/- with “HALFPENNY”. In Queensland 
there is an example of the very rare used 1902 
6d. green with figures in all four corners and 
in South Australia there is a nice group of the 
1891-96 Competition essays and among the 
“Tall Stamps” there are a number of examples 
of pairs imperforate between. Tasmania, like 
the other colonies, has all issues represented. Of 
particular note is an 1855 envelope from Hobart 
to Western Australia bearing 1853 Courier 1d. 
strip of three and a single, the only inter-state 
franking of this issue recorded. Victoria again is 
well represented with numerous items of note. 
Three that catch the eye are 1850 Half-Length 
original state of die 1d. orange-vermilion used 
and fourth state of die 2d. with value omitted, 
plus one of the star items of the collection, 
an 1854 essay of the 1854 Octagonal 1/-. 
Western Australia contains fine ranges of the 
ever-popular Swan issues and examples of 
watermark and perforation varieties from the 
Commonwealth period.
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The second part of the collection is the 
Australian Commonwealth which starts with 
1904 Vaughan essays and continues right 
up to modern times. The most important 
section is the Kangaroo issues with examples 
of the early essays, die proofs of the 10/-, £1 
and £2. Monograms and imprints can be 
found throughout as well mint multiples 
and perforation errors The KGV Heads 
include Harrison 1d. engraved die proofs 
in black and in red, the 1914 unissued 
engraved 2d. KGV and 1/- Swan as well as a 
number of watermark varieties throughout. 
The Commemorative issues includes one 
of the rarest of all Australian stamps, 1928 
Melbourne Exhibition 3d. imperforate 
sheetlet of four, the only example in private 
hands having formerly been part of the 
Royal Collection. The auction concludes 
with a fine range of Postage Due issues and 
Official Stamps of which the latter includes 
1932 2d. with small multiple watermark 
showing the overprint inverted, the only 
example recorded.

This remarkable collection is a must for 
anyone interested in Australian philately 
and is a great opportunity not only for the 
advanced collector, but also for anyone 
looking for a new field to collect.

‘Having held the largest-grossing run of 
auctions (nine in total) in British philatelic 
history, we are delighted to be selling for the 
same client for charity: Spink’s involvement 
with the Chartwell Collection demonstrates 
once again the quality of our service to our 
vendors,’ says Olivier D Stocker, Spink 
Chairman and CEO.

Hardbound catalogues of all previous 
Chartwell Collection sales are available 
for purchase from the Spink Books 
website (Stamps), www.spinkbooks.com.  
Individual volumes are priced at £5, or £30 
for the nine volume set. 

The Chartwell Collection of Australian 
States and Commonwealth will be offered 
for sale in London on 23rd May 2018. 
For further information please contact 
Nick Startup, nstartup@spink.com. 

Australia 1928 Melbourne Exhibition imperforate 3d. sheetlet

Australia 1932 Official small 
multiple watermark 2d. with 
overprint inverted

Australia 1913 £1 die proof in grey
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Inspired by the amazing generosity 
of Chartwell, Spink will also donate 
part of its fees from this auction to 

the Himal Foundation. The proceeds 
will be used very specifically to hire and 
pay for two medical staff to work for 
three years at a recently completed health 
post (February 2018) by the Himal 
Foundation.

The Himal Foundation was set up 
by the Honourable Sudip Gautam and 
Olivier D Stocker in the aftermath of the 
violent earthquake which struck Nepal 
in 2015, destroying lives and cultural 
heritage across Nepal. It is also supported 
by several Spink staff members donating 
cash or time. 

After rebuilding from scratch, in less 
than six weeks, a school housing 175 
students – it was the first school rebuilt 
in the area after the earthquake, and very 
possibly the first one rebuilt in the whole 
country – the two founders decided to 
continue their cooperation and set up the 
local charity focusing on: 

Health (70% of the population has no 
access to any medical assistance within 
three hours)

Education (it is estimated that 40% of 
children under 16 are not in school, ei-
ther because they are working in the 
fields or forest, or the teacher has not 
shown up) 

Environment (water management, recy-
cling of metals and plastic)

The Himal Foundation has a no-
nonsense approach and is extremely 
well plugged in to the community of 
the Himal valley, focusing on small acts 
with maximum impact. The Foundation 
mainly chips in when the local population 
is ready to play a part, however small, in 
the project. Every small contribution is 
matched by a small step forward. 

If you wish to know more about 
the Himal Foundation, please email 
chairmanoffice@spink.com.

Australia 1930 small multiple watermark 
£2 block of four with Harrison imprint

Australia 1913 first watermark 3d. block of 
four with “JBC” monogram, the lower row 
imperforate on three sides

 

The new health post in Sidhing
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ROUND TWO FOR 
POLO FANS AT 
COWDRAY PARK 
West Sussex, 28th May 2018

In May, we look forward to the second SPINK 
Cicero CUP at Cowdray Park Polo Club in West 
Sussex. Last year’s match was a wonderful and 
successful day out with collectors and specialists 
coming together to enjoy lunch while watch-
ing ‘the sport of kings’, followed by a grand 
presentation featuring medals (of course, made 
by Spink), and a trophy presented by Spink’s 
Thomasina Smith. 

As well as sponsoring the Polo Club and the 
Cicero Cup, the Special Commissions and Medal 
Services department designed and produced 
the highly desirable and coveted members’ and 
players’ badges. Usually worn on the lapel or 
belt, they give the bearer right of access to the 
various enclosures. Spink 
have also made a half size 
copy of the Gold Cup. 

Set in the centre of a 
16,500 estate presided 
over by the 4th Viscount 
Cowdray, Cowdray Park 
Polo Club is one of the 
oldest and most prestigious 
polo clubs in the world. 
Polo has been played at the 
club for over one hundred 
years and hosts more than 
450 polo matches per year 
– the GOLD CUP FINAL 
being chief among them, on 
22nd July this year. 

FORTHCOMING EVENT

“Set in the centre of a 
16,500 estate presided 
over by the 4th Viscount 
Cowdray, Cowdray Park 
Polo Club is one of the 
oldest and most prestigious 
polo clubs in the world”
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The Spink Cicero Cup will take 
place on Monday 28th May 2018 
(a bank holiday) and many Spink 
specialists and staff will be in 
attendance. If you are interested in 
attending, please contact Edward 
Hilary Davis, ehdavis@spink.com. 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
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THE WILLIAMS 
COLLECTION OF 
ANGLO-SAXON, 
VIKING AND 
NORMAN COINS
London, 3rd July 2018

‘De gente fera Normannica nos libera quae 
nostra vastat Deus regna.’

‘From the fierce race of Northmen which 
devastates our kingdoms, deliver us O Lord’

(From the antiphony for churches dedicated to 
St Maars)

The Anglo Saxon Chronicle for the year 787 
gives us this brief but ominous account of the 
first raid by the Northmen.

‘In this year Beorhtric took to wife Eadburh, 
daughter of king Offa. And in his days there 
came first three ships of Norwegians from 
Hörthaland; and then the reeve rode thither and 
tried to compel them to go to the royal manor, 
for he did not know what they were; and then 
they slew him. They were the first ships of the 
Danes to attack England.’

The poor Reeve presumed the visitors were 
merchants, and under local law they were 
obliged to present themselves at a public meeting 
in order to establish how many men they were 
bringing into the country.  During the next few 
years the raids increased, and terror spread over 
all of England. The chronicle for the year 793 
describes the first attack on Lindisfarne. 

‘In this year terrible portents appeared over 
Northumbria and miserably frightened the 
inhabitants. These portents were exceptional 
high winds and flashings of lightning, and fiery 

Vikings of York, St Peter Coinage, Penny, phase III

Vikings of York, St Peter Coinage, Penny, phase I 

Vikings of York, St Peter Coinage, Halfpenny, phase I

Vikings of York, Anlaf Guthfrithsson, Penny, Raven type

FORTHCOMING EVENT
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dragons seen flying in the air, and a great famine. 
And after that in the same year the harrying of 
the heathen miserably destroyed God’s church in 
Lindisfarne by rapine and slaughter.’

Alcuin of York, the former student of the 
Venerable Bede and by now the head of the school at 
the court of Charlemagne, heard of the disaster and 
wrote to Higbald, Bishop of Lindisfarne, ‘Now that I 
am away your tragic sufferings daily bring me sorrow, 
since the pagans have desecrated God’s sanctuary, 
shed the blood of saints around the altar, laid waste 
the house of our hope, and trampled the bodies of 
the saints like dung in the street.’ From the safety 
of the Carolingian palace at Aachen he encourages 
the community at Lindisfarne ‘…You who survive, 
stand like men, fight bravely, and defend the house 
of God…Do not be dismayed by this disaster…’

More disasters were to follow.
For over three centuries the Northmen raided 

and pillaged not only the British Isles but all of 
Northwest Europe. The Anglo-Saxon kingdoms 
were by no means the only victims. While English, 
and Irish, monastic communities were popular 
targets, since they were wealthy and yet poorly 
defended, it should be remembered that the monks 
were prolific writers of annals and chronicles and so 
these events are vividly recorded. Great swathes of 
Europe were continually devastated and often these 
events went unrecorded. The Northmen penetrated 
south as far as the Mediterranean lands held by the 
Moslems, and here they met their match, and at the 
same time found nothing to encourage permanent 
settlement. Through Poland and southern Russia 
they penetrated as far east as the Byzantine Empire, 
and here they met far more than their match, 
but here for centuries a small army of Northmen 
found gainful employment as the bodyguard of the 
Emperors, the famous Varangian Guard.

The evidence of their success can be found in 
the hoards of silver brought back to Scandinavia, 
(mostly brought back to Sweden, for it seems 
the Danes and Norwegians were both fewer in 
number and more likely to spend their booty!) It 
is interesting to note that there are far more Islamic 
and Germanic silver coins in these hoards than 
English Pennies. Indeed until the highly profitable 
raids of the 11th century the English coins generally 
formed a very small minority. 

Vikings of York, Eric Bloodaxe, Penny, Sword type

Olaf Skotkunung (995-1022), Penny, Long Cross type

Olaf Skotkunung (995-1022), Penny, CRUX type

Olaf Skotkunung (995-1022), Penny, Long Cross type
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But throughout these centuries the activities of the 
Northmen were not by any means confined to the rape 
and slaughter ‘… vastavit terram rapinis et homicidiis’,  
that the chroniclers relate. There was gradual settlement. 
Armies stayed over winter, and eventually remained for 
years at a time. The Great Heathen Army that gathered 
in England in 865 remained intact for almost ten years. 
The Northern and Eastern half of the country, the area 
known as the Danelaw, was settled, and the Northmen 
brought with them their vigorous art, their laws and 
their sagas, they built towns and traded, and eventually 
they even accepted Christianity. Even after the Norman 
Conquest, a Scandinavian visiting these parts of the 
country would have heard a familiar language, met 
folk with familiar sounding names, and would have felt 
quite at home. 

Even the vague notion of huge quantities of 
‘Danegeld’ being handed over to the Northmen by 
feeble English kings also needs qualification.  There was 
always the need to raise taxes to pay for local defence. 
Alfred the Great organised a system of defensive towns 
and forts, and these burhs were paid for by the raising 
of specific taxes based on the old units of land known 
as the hide. The ‘Burghal Hidage’ lists over thirty 
such fortified places and tells us the taxes, recorded as 
numbers of hides, that were assigned to each one for 
their maintenance. By the time of Aethelred II the taxes 

were being used to pay for what was in effect a standing 
army. This was Heregeld, or ‘war tax’. In addition to 
these taxes there was a tendency to raise geld, or gafol, 
to pay raiding armies to stay away, and this was the case 
in Europe as well as in England. Just to confuse matters, 
at times the armies paid with the war tax were armies 
of Northmen, as in 1012 when Aethelred paid an army 
of Viking mercenaries to help beat off an incursion of 
Danes under Sweyn Forkbeard. 

So what are we to think of Danegeld? Even the word 
itself was a later, 12th century, creation. Our modern 
idea of Danegeld has been coloured by mixed feelings of 
Victorian jingoistic national pride and shame. Rudyard 
Kipling, of course, expressed it in verse:

‘It is wrong to put temptation in the path of any nation
For fear they should succumb and go astray;
So when you are requested to pay up or be molested
You will find it better policy to say: -
‘We never pay anyone Dane-geld
No matter how trifling the cost;
For the end of that game is oppression and shame,
And the nation that plays it is lost.’
The Williams Collection Part II will be offered 

for sale by Spink London on 3rd July 2018.  For 
further information please contact Richard Bishop, 
rbishop@spink.com.

Sven Estridsen (1047-75), penny, Agnus Dei type

Cnut the Saint, Penny Vikings of York, Regnald (c.919-921), Penny, Hand type

Anglo Scandinavian, Sigtuna coinage, imitation long cross Penny on a square flan
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AUTOGRAPHS, 
HISTORICAL 
DOCUMENTS, 
EPHEMERA AND 
POSTAL HISTORY
London, 12th July 2018

THE MUNICH PACT:
An important letter is to be offered in our 
July auction, testimony of one of the most 
important political agreements of the 20th 
Century.

On 29th September 1938, British 
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain, 
Adolf Hitler, Benito Mussolini and French 
Premier Edouard Daladier signed, in order 
to avoid a war, the Munich Pact. By this 
agreement, Nazi Germany annexed a 
portion of the bordering territories of 
Czechoslovakia, called Sudentenland, 
in which the population was mainly of 
German origin, and spoke German. The 
Pact represented an attempt to appease 
Germany by granting Hitler this territory.  

Chamberlain had called the meeting 
and Benito Mussolini, representing Italy, 
had been invited by Chamberlain, who 
had a good relationship with him; however, 
Mussolini was closer to Hitler. On 28th 
September Hitler declared: ‘My good 
friend, Benito Mussolini, has asked me to 
delay for twenty-four hours the marching 
orders of the German army, and I agreed.’ 
The involvement of Italy was important to 
close the agreement.

FORTHCOMING EVENT
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When Chamberlain returned to Great Britain 
on 30th September he delivered his controversial 
‘peace in our time’ speech, presenting the 
agreement as proof of his success in preserving 
peace for Europe. As we all know, this attempt to 
contain Nazi German expansion proved a failure 
when Hitler, having declared that Sudetenland 
was to be his last territorial demand, invaded the 
rest of Czechoslavakia in March 1939. 

The Munich Pact is widely regarded as a failed 
act of appeasement, and cited as an historical 
example to prevent a similar error when firmness 
is required in the face of endless demands. 

Spink will offer at auction a letter sent 
by Neville Chamberlain, one week after the 
Munich Pact, to Count Dino Grandi, the Italian 
Ambassador to Great Britain in London. The lot 
also includes the envelope which contained the 
letter, showing the heading Prime Minister and 
the free frank, with the endorsement Personal, 
denoting the confidential character of the 
missive. 

The contents of the letter include the 
following words of the Prime Minister:

In my efforts for peace I have been fortified 
by the ready co-operation of Signor Mussolini 
and it was, therefore, a particular pleasure to 
meet him at Munich last week and thereby 
to strengthen the understanding between 
us. I hope that we may all feel that, by the 
agreement which he and I had the honour of 
signing with Herr Hitler and M Daladier, 
we have made a great advance towards 
securing a lasting peace for Europe. 

In the text we observe that Chamberlain, 
when he uses the word hope, was not fully 
confident about lasting peace. The letter is 
truly remarkable, as no other similar document 
of this importance regarding the Pact is so far 
recorded in private hands. Features include the 
crucial involvement of Italy with Mussolini, the 
date (so shortly after the Pact) and the personal 
feelings expressed by Chamberlain, making it a 
document of great relevance.  

The Munich Pact occurred in a notably 
tumultuous period in history, and was the last 
attempt to save peace for Europe before the 
outbreak of a most cruel conflict
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CORONATION OF KING 
EDWARD V11 AND 
QUEEN ALEXANDRA:
A recent visitor to Spink in London brought with him 
an astonishing range of admission tickets to the August 
1902 Coronation of King Edward V11 and Queen Al-
exandra, held at Westminster Abbey. 

His grandfather was a chorister and sang at both the 
1902 and 1911 Coronation ceremonies. He must have 
had a little spare time after all the guests had vacated their 
seats in the Abbey and – ever the collector – gathered up 
all the abandoned admission tickets that he could find as 
a souvenir of this great State occasion.

Of the thirty in his collection, two are in the names 
of remarkable women who were seated in the North 
Transept:

Ticket number 127 was issued in the name of the 
Countess Brooke & Countess of Warwick. Frances 
Evelyn “Daisy” Greville, Countess of Warwick (1861-
1938) is remembered as the long term mistress and 
close companion of King Edward V11. She began a 
liaison with the then Prince of Wales in 1886 and was 
considered a key member of the Marlborough House set, 
entertaining lavishly and accompanying the royal party 
on many country house weekends.

From 1893, once her husband inherited the Earldom 
of Warwick, she presided over Warwick Castle, which 
was often visited by the Prince of Wales.

“Daisy” was a fiery personality who became an 
enthusiastic supporter of deserving causes and regarded 
herself as a “socialist”. She was not the most discreet of 
individuals, and was known as the “Babbling Brooke”. 
After the death of Edward in 1910, Daisy was in 
straightened financial circumstances and attempted to 
sell the letters she had received from him to his son, King 
George V; court order prevented her from publishing 
the letters.

She continued her political involvement, opposing the 
First World War and supporting the October Revolution 
in Russia. This complex individual is now remembered 
as the occupant of seat 127 in the North Transept of 
Westminster Abbey, on Coronation Day 1902!

Seat number 12 was occupied by the Duchess 
of Marlborough (1877 – 1964), in whose name an 
admission ticket was issued. American born, Consuelo 
Vanderbilt, heiress and society beauty, married the 9th 

Duke of Marlborough in 1895 and brought with her 
a fortune that sustained Blenheim Palace, birthplace 
of Sir Winston Churchill. Her marriage was singularly 
unhappy and was annulled in 1926, but she mixed 
easily in Royal circles and supported many charitable 
causes. 

Both these aristocratic women had long, colourful 
lives and loves, and were among the thousands 
gathered in London to witness the first Coronation of 
a British Monarch in 64 years. 

Our sale of autographs, historical documents, 
ephemera and postal history will take place in 
London on 12th July 2018.  For more information 
please contact Neill Granger, ngranger@spink.com.
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INSIDER TRAVEL:
TALLINN

EUROPEAN CAPITAL OF CULTURE
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INSIDER TRAVEL:
TALLINN

Marcus Budgen of the Spink Medal 
Department visited Tallinn during 
2017 at the invitation of the Museum 

of Orders of Knighthood (www.tallinnmuseum.
com).  He flew via Helsinki with FinnAir 
(www.finnair.com) and stayed at the Savoy 
Boutique Hotel (www.savoy-boutique-tallinn.
hotel-ds.com/en/), conveniently located close 
to all major attractions.  He attended the Gala 
opening party for the Museum hosted in Tallinn 
Town Hall, attended by representatives of the 
Estonian Government, the wider European 
phaleristic community and even the Herald of 
Tallinn!  Having fought through the gathered 
press and television crews on the evening Marcus 
thoroughly enjoyed the local restaurants and 
bars with his fellow attendees who were drawn 
from Museums, Auction Houses and institutions 
of their field.  He was also warmly welcomed 
to Tallinn by representatives from the British 
Embassy – now on the NATO Enhanced Forward 
Presence military deployment mission based 
in Tapa.  Marcus reports that the city overall is 
extremely welcoming, exceptionally modern and 
filled with charming cafes, restaurants and terrific 
history.

How to get there:
By Plane: Direct flights 
arrive in to Tallinn airport 
from all of its neighbouring 
capitals, as well as many 
other major European 
cities – London, Warsaw, 
Frankfurt, Amsterdam 
and Dublin – with major 
carriers including Estonian 
Air (www.estonian-air.
com), LOT (www.lot.
com), Lufthansa (www.
lufthansa.com), KLM 
(www.klm.com) and 
Easyjet (www.easyjet.
com).  The airport is only 
4km from the city and the 
journey takes around ten 
minutes by taxi or bus.

By Rail: There’s no need to 
fly to reach Estonia – you 
can travel by train and 
ferry via Copenhagen and 
Stockholm, or by Eurostar 
and connecting trains to 
Rostock in Germany then 
cruise ferry to Helsinki and 
on to Tallinn, or overland 
all the way by train and bus 
via Brussels, Berlin, Warsaw, 
Vilnius and Riga.  The 
journey from London to 
Tallinn takes 3 nights. The 
newly refurbished station 
can be found between the 
Old Town and the harbour 
at Toompuiestee 37.

By Bus: International 
services run by Eurolines 
(www.eurolines.com) and 
Ecolines (www.ecolines.
net) connect Tallinn to 
Berlin, Cologne, Hamburg, 

Kaliningrad, Kaunas, 
Kiev, Munich, Riga, St 
Petersburg, Stuttgart, 
Vilnius and Warsaw.

By Boat: Being a port town 
Tallinn is well connected by 
sea. You can cruise across 
the Baltic from Stockholm 
and St Petersburg, and 
Rostock in summer. 
Travellers from Helsinki 
have the most options with 
a multitude of catamarans 
and ferries crossing the 
Gulf of Finland every day; 
hydrofoils take a mere 1.5 
hours. The passenger port 
(Reisisadam) is within 
walking distance of the Old 
Town.

Where to stay:
Luxuriously converted from 
Tallinn’s telegraph exchange 
station, and very central, 
the Telegraaf Hotel has 
retained its grand marble 
floors and spacious design, 
with classical furniture 
(including numerous four-
poster beds) and weighty 
fabrics throughout, all 
within walking distance of 
the main sights.
For inexpensive 
atmosphere, try the 
Merchant’s House Hotel, in 
the heart of the Old Town; 
no two of the 37 rooms in 
this 14th century building 
are alike, and the charming 
differences include hand-
painted frescoes, original 
fireplaces and beamed 
ceilings. 

Things to see:
Once a medieval Hanseatic 
town and for long periods 
in history dominated by 
the Germans, Swedes and 
Russians, today Tallinn is 
one of the most completely 
preserved medieval cities in 
Europe.  In 2011 it became 
the official European 
Capital of Culture.  
Beautiful Raekoja Plats, 
the centre of the Old Town 
since medieval times, is 
a must for all visitors, as 
are St Olaf ’s Church and 
the breathtaking views of 
the city from Toompea 
Hill.  Tallinn has much to 
offer in the way of other 
attractions: its Museum 
of Orders of Knighthood 
(www.tallinnmuseum.
com) houses orders and 
decorations from all 
over the world, telling 
the history of orders of 
knighthood through their 
insignia, with more than 
700 original exhibits 
collected through the 
years by some of the 
world’s leading private 
collectors; Alexander 
Nevsky Cathedral, its 
large and richly decorated 
orthodox church; and its 
Seaplane Harbour Museum 
(http://meremuuseum.
ee/lennusadam/en/), one 
of Europe’s best maritime 
museums, where visitors 
can see the authentic 1930s 
submarine Lembit and the 
century-old steam-powered 
icebreaker Suur Tõll.  
Afterwards take a stroll 
through nearby Kalamaja 
district, the once closed off 
Soviet border zone, where 
numerous cafes, bars and 
galleries have transformed 
the former industrial 
complexes of this wooden 
townhouse district into 
Tallinn’s most hip area.
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FROM ORE TO 
MONEY. MINING, 
TRADING, MINTING
Tallin, 5th–7th September 2018

A workshop of the DAMIN Project called “From 
ore to money. Mining, trading, minting”  will be 
held on 5-7 September 2018 in Tallinn, Estonia. 
The meeting will be organised jointly by the 
Estonian History Museum and the Institute 
of History, Archaeology and Art History of 
Tallinn University on one side and the DAMIN 
Project www.anr-damin.net on the other. 

The aim of the conference is to address the path 
of minting coins starting from mining until fresh 
coins are issued from mints. There are, indeed, 
estimations on the scope of mining, trading 
and minting, as well as a general understanding 
about the processes having gone on. However, 
the actual way everything happened is in many 
details uncertain and needs to be expounded.

The deadline for submitting abstracts is 1st 
April 2018.

The abstracts have to be sent to:  
ivar@ajaloomuuseum.ee  
georges.depeyrot@orange.fr.

PROFESSIONAL 
NUMISMATISTS 
(IAPN) AWARD
Prague, Early May 2018

Each year the International Association of 
Professional Numismatists (IAPN) award their 
prestigious IAPN Book Prize, for the best book 
published on numismatics during the previous 
year. A shortlist of 15-20 appropriate titles are 
circulated to the 115 member firms throughout 
the world, who participate in a vote at the IAPN 
General Assembly, which this year will be held 
in Prague in early May. Copies of each book 
are exhibited at the Assembly so that delegates 
may familiarise themselves with them prior to 
the vote. The winning author is then invited to 
receive his or her prize, a cash award of 1,000 
Swiss Francs, together with a winner’s medal 
and a diploma, at a reception held in London 
at the time of the annual COINEX show in the 
autumn (this year on 28th and 29th September). 

Spink are pleased to announce that two of 
our titles, Tony Abramson’s Sceatta List and Paul 
Stevens’ The Coinage of the East India Company: 
Presidency Series, have been shortlisted for the 
2018 IAPN Prize.

NUMISMATIC 
NEWS

If you have an item of newsworthy 
interest you would like to share with 
other readers, please email your 
suggestion to insider@spink.com for 
possible inclusion in the next edition of 
the magazine.
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SALE CALENDAR 2018

PLEASE CONTACT US IN ANY ONE OF OUR FIVE OFFICES FOR MORE INFORMATION ON CONSIGNING TO AUCTION

SPINK UK
69 Southampton Row
Bloomsbury
London WC1B 4ET
info@spink.com 
T: +44 (0)20 7563 4000
F: +44 (0)20 7563 4066

SPINK USA
145 W. 57th St. 18th Floor
New York, NY 10019
usa@spink.com 
T: +1 646 941 8664
F: +1 646 941 8686

SPINK CHINA
4/f & 5/f Hua Fu 
Commercial Building
111 Queen’s Road West
Hong Kong
china@spink.com 
T: +852 3952 3000
F: +852 3952 3038

SPINK ASIA
Spink (Asia) Pte Ltd.
Registered at 50 Ra�  es Pl.
#17-01 Singapore Land 
Tower, Singapore 048623
singapore@spink.com

SPINK SWITZERLAND
Via Livio 8
6830 Chiasso, Switzerland
switzerland@spink.com 
T: +41 91 911.62.00
F: +41 91 922.20.52

Spink Appwww.spink.com

APRIL
4 April Bonds and Share Certifi cates of the World Online Auction London 18016
4/5 April The Numismatic Collectors’ Series Sale Hong Kong CSS32
10 April World Banknotes Online Auction London 18014
11 April Shlomo Tepper Collection of Palestine London 18018
11/12 April World and British Banknotes London 18015
17/18 April The Numismatic Collectors’ Series Sale New York 340
18 April Handbags and Accessories Sale Hong Kong SHA01
18 April The Philatelic Collectors’ Series Sale London 18029
19 April Brunei, The Collection Formed by Bill Toye London 18030
19 April An Evening of Great Whiskies, Cognacs and Rums Hong Kong SFW27
23/24 April The Philatelic Collectors’ Series Sale New York 166
25/26 April Orders, Decorations and Medals London 18001
29 April Taisei x Spink – Tokyo International Numismatic Auction Tokyo TAISEI2

MAY 
9 May The Dr Paul Ramsay Collection of Hand Painted Envelopes, to London 18034 

be sold for the benefi t of The Royal Philatelic Society London 
12 May The Philatelic Collectors’ Series Sale Hong Kong CSS33
23 May The Chartwell Collection of Australian States and Commonwealth,    London 18047
 an unreserved auction for the benefi t of the Chartwell Philanthropic
 Educational Programme. 

JUNE 
21 June Bonds and Share Certifi cates of the World Online Auction London 18019
27/28 June The Numismatic Collectors’ Series Sale New York 341

JULY 
27 June-11 July World Banknotes Timed Auction London 18020
3 July The Williams Collection of Anglo-Saxon, Viking and Norman Coins - Part II London 18012
4/5 July Ancient, British and Foreign Coins and Commemorative Medals London 18005
10/11 July The Philatelic Collectors’ Series Sale London 18037
12 July An Evening of Great Whiskies, Cognacs and Rums Hong Kong SFW28
12 July British North America, The David Pitts Collection London 18010
12 July Autographs, Historical Documents, Ephemera and Postal History London 18038
17 July World Banknotes Online Auction London 18020
24/25 July Orders, Decorations and Medals London 18002

AUGUST 
8/9 August The Numismatic Collectors’ Series Sale Hong Kong CSS34

The above sale dates are subject to change.
____________________________

Spink offers the following services:
Valuation for insurance and probate for individual items or whole collections.
Sales on a commission basis either of individual pieces or whole collections.

A NIGHT AT THE BRITISH MUSEUM • THE SIEGE OF MULTAN • A GENERAL WITHOUT NATION • TOMORROW’S ROYAL APPEAL 
100 YEARS OF THE RAF • A BRIEF HISTORY OF GIN • ON DESIGNING THE QUEEN’S EFFIGY • THE SEA OF AZOFF

THE CHARTWELL PHILANTHROPIC EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME • THE WILLIAMS COLLECTION PART II

STAMPS COINS BANKNOTES MEDALS BONDS & SHARES AUTOGRAPHS BOOKS
WINE & SPIRITS HANDBAGS COLLECTIONS ADVISORY SERVICES SPECIAL COMMISSIONS
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